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Currently, it is very dangerous to gather in crowds due to the contagiousness of Coronavirus. This
presents a problem, since kiddushin (which sets in motion the process of marriage) requires the presence
of two witnesses and a knowledgeable officiating rabbi, in addition to the bride and groom. Ideally, there
should also be ten men present for birchas eirusin, the blessing on the kiddushin. However, we can be

lenient regarding the requirement of ten men in pressing circumstances, such as the current situation.

However, the presence of ten men is necessary in order to recite birchos nisuin, the sheva berachos
under the chupah. Furthermore, the rule is that a bride is forbidden to her groom until the birchos
nisuin have been recited. The Rishonim debate whether this is meant literally, or it means that the bride
is forbidden to the groom until she has entered the chupah with him, even if the birchos nisuin were
never recited. The Nodeh B’Yehudah notes that the majority of authorities agree with the latter approach.
It would seem that in the current, dangerous situation it is proper to follow this opinion. As such, the
wedding should consist of a badekin, chupah, and yichud - all with less than ten men present, in order

to minimize the risk. However, the presence of two witnesses is mandatory under all circumstances.
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For further halachic inquiries please email ravschachter@gmail.com



