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1. The “Noda B’Yehuda, Pnei Yehoshua Model” vs. the “Kovetz Shiurim Model”.  The R. Yerucham Fischel 

Perlow and R. Pinchas Kehati exceptions.   

 

2. Hakdama to Imrei Avraham Volume 2.  

 

The twenty-eight year delay between the printing of the second volume of this work [of Dershot – Homiletics] and the 

first is the result of having been occupied, for I was occupied and involved in producing my halakhic work, of which, 

thank G-d, I have published Mishnat Avraham (v. 2), Sefer Chasidim (3 volumes), Smag (v. 1), and my commentaries of 

Mishnat Avraham that I had the privilege, with the help of He who gives knowledge, to publish after volume 1 of Imrei 

Avraham.   

The reason that I gave precedence to my halakhic works over my homiletic ones, besides for the fact that halakhah is 

especially beloved to me so I put it first, as Chazal say (Rosh HaShana 12) “because it was beloved to me, I put it first”, is 

because, in addition, I will not deny that it is easier and more pleasant for me to write halakhic works than to prepare 

homiletics for publication. For the writing of halakhic or pilpulic works is not comparable to the writing of homiletics. In 

a halakhic work, the author can explain in writing and explicate all that he wants so that it will enter the heart of the 

reader, and all this without being careful about the style of the writing. The halakhah and the pilpul became clear to those 

who learn a book based on the content of the topic, no matter what style it is written in. This is not the case with the 

writing of homiletics, where there is a great necessity to be especially careful regarding the style of the language, so that 

the reader will understand what the writer wants to emphasize in his words. And preaching is not like writing. When one 

preaches through oration, the orator has the ability to emphasize what he wants by raising his voice, hand, and the like, 

something which cannot be done in writing… 

A work of homiletics, where the essence is idea that is encased in each piece, cannot be written quickly. Rather, it is a 

slow work, for the essential idea is not tied up in many words, rather in the few works, as long as the writer can write the 

proper locutions to ensure the idea enters the heart of the reader.   

3. Hakdama to Mishnat Avraham 

 

 

There is a long conversation between a student engrossed in his studies, analyzing one thing and whatever it leads to. 

Sometimes it will be short, from that issue to a closely related one, and sometimes from far, from one thing to another, 

though they are different. That is the way of Torah. “All of Torah is comparing different things.” 



4. Mishnat Avraham Volume 2 – He writes Gedolim always wrote new sefarim to add to the Torah bookshelf, but 

the average Jew does not appreciate chiddushim, and therefore he does not support these causes.   

 

5. Introduction to Sefer Chasidim Volume 1 

 

The reason for the lack of commentaries and explanation on Sefer Chasidim are, in my opinions the following: 

In all generations, Jewish scholars have not held back from using it, and every statement and idea in his book and ethical 

will, were accepted and sanctified among all strains of the nation…. Nevertheless, they did saw it only as a book of 

mussar, good character traits and practices, stories that help bring a person’s heart close to his father in heaven.  Only here 

and there did they derive laws from it… However, in truth this book is full of halakhot… However, because this book is 

written in a unique style, with no other like it, as the author writes in popular parlance and envelops halakhah in it… 

• Met Mitzvah of the Sefer Chasidim? 

 

6. Introduction to Imrei Avraham Volume 1 

Homiletics have always been an important part of the Torah 

literature and took an important place in the Jewish study hall for 

the homiletics establishes the ethical storage house for the Torah. 

Halakhot and the study of them focus on the commandments in the 

Torah, for their essence is only to instill morality in people, to 

improve make their beliefs and actions better, as [Chazal] say 

“What does G-d care if one slaughters an animal and eats it or stabs 

it and eats it? Does it help Him or hurt Him?  Does he care if he eats 

kosher or non-kosher? If you are wise it is for you!  The 

commandments were given to purify people, as it says, ‘the sayings 

of G-d are pure,’ ‘all G-d’s sayings are pure’ – for what it is, it 

protects you.” The Aggadah is ethics itself. It is logical that it 

should have much space dedicated to it in our books and that all 

Jewish scholars should be interested in it to make it fruitful make it 

flourish, and improve…  

 

  

7. Ibid – After tracing the history of Aggadah 



And since then, many generations have passed in the Jewish 

people, and Aggadah and homiletics have not increased to the 

extent that writing had increased in other disciplines. Many great 

ones, whose work in our books brought honor and glory, and 

enlightened the world with halakahah, did not pay attention to 

Aggadah and homiletics at all. Just as knowledge of song/poetry 

and Hebrew grammar was not obligatory among the great ones, so 

too they did not take as obligatory to be good at homiletics. A great 

one who knew how to orate and excite the hearts with the magic of 

his lips was praised, but if he did not know how to preach and orate 

publicly, it was not considered a lack. [All that mattered] was his 

knowledge and abilities in learned and created good halakhah. 

 
  

8. Ibid – Why Homiletics have become more important  

Since the later generations began to diminish in Torah and fear, 

preaching began to take an important place among Jews. We find 

that many of the homiletical works of different sorts were authored 

in lands of Exile, and only a few in Israel. Some are full of the 

ethical spirit, some devoted to analysis than homiletics. Some are a 

mix of analysis and Aggadah. In the last century, the Chasidic works 

have emerged, of which a large part are worthy of blessing for the 

Torah statements said amazingly pithily, which penetrate the depths 

of Torah and ethics. However, there is some homiletics whose 

essence is just parables and stories, and they are the least of all the 

homiletical works.   

 
• He issues a biting critique of current homiletics.  

9. The impact on Halakhah 

And it is important to emphasize the Aggadah, the ideas and ethics hidden and 

embedded in halakhah. For just as our teachers made their ethics heard in their 

Aggadic statements and critiques that are not seen at first glance, so too did they 

do this with halakhah. For when they heard made the halakhah heard, they 

stamped into it the Aggadah, ethics, and common decency. They are some laws 

that are entirely ethics and common decency. 

Example: One who entrusts money with his friend - if he wraps them up and 

throws them behind him, or gives them to his young son or daughter, and locks 

the door improperly – he is liable. The Talmudic scholars explain this law – “it 

makes sense for all of them, as they did not guard it as a guard should do, but if he 

wrapped it up and threw it behind him, what should he have done? Rava says in 

the name of R. Yitzchak, The Torah says “the money wrapped in your hand” – 

even though the money is wrapped, it should be in your hands. R. Yitzchak says a 

person should always have his money in his hand, as it says, “the money wrapped 

in your hand.” The basis of this law of guardians in only Aggadah and general 

decency. The Talmudic scholars explain that when the Tanna of the Mishna said 

the law of a guardian who throws the pack of money entrusted behind him, he 

meant Aggadah, to teach people ethics and general decency.   

 

 
• His next example is the exemption of Torah scholars from taxes. A law based on Aggadah. 

• In the introduction to Volume 2 – he expounds a halachic in Aggadic terms.   


