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I BEIT MIDRASH Rabbi Jonathan Ziring: jziring@torontotorah.com

Rabbi Ovadia Yossef was born in Baghdad in 1920. He immigrated to Israel at age four and studied in yeshivot in the Old City of
Jerusalem. He was ordained by former Sephardic Chief Rabbi Ben Zion Uzziel. In 1947, Yossef became chief rabbi and head of the
rabbinic court of Cairo. In 1950, he returned to Israel, where he served as rabbi of Tel Aviv, and later as the Sephardic Chief Rabbi of
Israel. Died in 2013. The phenomenal breadth of his knowledge and his total recall of relevant material from rabbinic and post -
rabbinic literature endow his responsa with an encyclopedic quality.
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Some think he meant this for all Jews, as part of some Zionistic-like messianic vision. Others think it was primarily for Sfardim
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