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7)_ Rambam - Moreh Nevuchim 3:27
THE general object of the Law is twofold: the well-being of the soul, and the

well-being of the body. The well-being of the soul is promoted by correct
opinions communicated to the people according to their capacity.... The well-
being of the body is established by a proper management of the relations in
which we live one to another. This we can attain in two ways: first by removing
all violence from our midst: that is to say, that we do not do every one as he
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pleases, desires, and is able to do; but every one of us does that which
contributes towards the common welfare. Secondly, by teaching every one of
us such good morals as must produce a good social state. Of these two
objects, the one, the well-being of the soul, or the communication of correct
opinions, comes undoubtedly first in rank, but the other, the well-being of the
body, the government of the state, and the establishment of the best possible
relations among men, is anterior in nature and time. The latter object is
required first; it is also treated [in the Law] most carefully and most minutely,
because the well-being of the soul can only be obtained after that of the body
has been secured. For it has already been found that man has a double
perfection: the first perfection is that of the body, and the second perfection is
that of the soul. The first consists in the most healthy condition of his material
relations, and this is only possible when man has all his wants supplied, as
they arise ...... The second perfection of man consists in his becoming an
actually intelligent being; i.e., he knows about the things in existence all that a
person perfectly developed is capable of knowing. This second perfection
certainly does not include any action or good conduct, but only knowledge,
which is arrived at by speculation, or established by research.
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