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A Letter in the Scroll 
“A Palace in Flames”  
 

 
 

1. Bereishis 12:1 

  ׃ךָּאֶֽרְאַ ר֥שֶׁאֲ ץרֶ֖אָהָ־לאֶ ךָי֑בִאָ תי֣בֵּמִוּ ֖ךָתְּדְלַוֹמּֽמִוּ ֥ךָצְרְאַמֵ ֛ךָלְ־ךְלֶ ם֔רָבְאַ־לאֶ ׳ה רמֶאֹ֤יּוַ
The LORD said to Abram, “Go forth from your native land and from your father’s house to the 
land that I will show you. 
 
Why? What led him to this? 

2. Bereishis Rabba 39:1 

 אלב וז הריבהש רמאת רמא תקלוד תחא הריב הארו ,םוקמל םוקממ רבוע היהש דחאל לשמ קחצי יבר רמא
 רמאת רמוא םהרבא וניבא היהש יפל ךכ ,הריבה לעב אוה ינא ול רמא ,הריבה לעב וילע ץיצה ,גיהנמ
 םלועה לעב אוה ינא ול רמאו אוה ךורב שודקה וילע ץיצה ,גיהנמ אלב הזה םלועהש

 
“G-d said to Abraham: Leave your land, your birth place, your father’s house…” Rabbe Yitzchak said: To 
what may this be compared? To a man who was travelling from place to place when he saw a palace in 
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flames.  He wondered, “Is it possible that the palace lacks an owner?” The owner of the palace looked out 
and said, “I am the owner of the palace.” So, Abraham our father said, “Is it possible that the world lacks a 
ruler?” The Holy One, blessed be He, looked out and said to him, “ I am the ruler, the Sovereign of the 
Universe.” 

 
3. A Letter in the Scroll, page 57 

 

 
 

 

To Heal a Fractured World 
“Faith as Protest”  
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The Indictment  
4. Marx, K. 1976. Introduction to A Contribution to the Critique of Hegel’s Philosophy of 

Right. Collected Works, v. 3. New York. 

Religion is the sigh of the oppressed creature, the heart of a 
heartless world, and the soul of soulless conditions. It is the 
opium of the people. The abolition of religion as the illusory 
happiness of the people is the demand for their real happiness. 
To call on them to give up their illusions about their condition 
is to call on them to give up a condition that requires illusions.  
 
 

The Unfair Setup 
5. Bereishis 18:17-25 

 ;And the LORD said: 'Shall I hide from Abraham that which I am doing 17 .השֶׂעֹ ינִאֲ רשֶׁאֲ ,םהָרָבְאַמֵ ינִאֲ הסֶּכַמְהַ  :רמָאָ ,’הוַ  זי

 ייֵוֹגּ ,לכֹּ--וֹב-וּכרְבְנִוְ ;םוּצעָוְ ,לוֹדגָּ יוֹגלְ היֶהְיִ וֹיהָ--םהָרָבְאַוְ  חי
 .ץרֶאָהָ

18 seeing that Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty nation, and all 
the nations of the earth shall be blessed in him? 

 ,וירָחֲאַ וֹתיבֵּ-תאֶוְ וינָבָּ-תאֶ הוֶּצַיְ רשֶׁאֲ ןעַמַלְ ,ויתִּעְדַיְ יכִּ  טי
-לעַ ’ה איבִהָ ,ןעַמַלְ--טפָּשְׁמִוּ הקָדָצְ תוֹשׂעֲלַ ,’ה ךְרֶדֶּ וּרמְשָׁוְ
 .וילָעָ ,רבֶּדִּ-רשֶׁאֲ תאֵ ,םהָרָבְאַ

19 For I have known him, to the end that he may command his children and his 
household after him, that they may keep the way of the LORD, to do 
righteousness and justice; to the end that the LORD may bring upon Abraham 
that which He hath spoken of him.' 

 ,הדָבְכָ יכִּ--םתָאטָּחַוְ ;הבָּרָ-יכִּ הרָֹמעֲוַ םֹדסְ תקַעֲזַ ,’ה רמֶאיֹּוַ  כ
 .דאֹמְ

20 And the LORD said: 'Verily, the cry of Sodom and Gomorrah is great, and, 
verily, their sin is exceeding grievous. 

-םאִוְ ;הלָכָּ וּשׂעָ ילַאֵ האָבָּהַ הּתָקָעֲצַכְּהַ ,האֶרְאֶוְ אנָּ-הדָרְאֵ  אכ
 .העָדָאֵ ,אֹל

21 I will go down now, and see whether they have done altogether according to 
the cry of it, which is come unto Me; and if not, I will know.' 

 ,דמֵעֹ וּנּדֶוֹע--םהָרָבְאַוְ ;המָֹדסְ וּכלְיֵּוַ ,םישִׁנָאֲהָ םשָּׁמִ וּנפְיִּוַ  בכ
 .’ה ינֵפְלִ

22 And the men turned from thence, and went toward Sodom; but Abraham 
stood yet before the LORD. 

 And Abraham drew near, and said: 'Wilt Thou indeed sweep away the 23 .עשָׁרָ-םעִ קידִּצַ ,הפֶּסְתִּ ףאַהַ  :רמַאיֹּוַ ,םהָרָבְאַ שׁגַּיִּוַ  גכ
righteous with the wicked? 

-אֹלוְ הפֶּסְתִּ ףאַהַ ;ריעִהָ ךְוֹתבְּ ,םקִידִּצַ םישִּׁמִחֲ שׁיֵ ילַוּא  דכ
 .הּבָּרְקִבְּ רשֶׁאֲ םקִידִּצַּהַ םישִּׁמִחֲ ןעַמַלְ ,םוֹקמָּלַ אשָּׂתִ

24 Peradventure there are fifty righteous within the city; wilt Thou indeed 
sweep away and not forgive the place for the fifty righteous that are therein? 

 היָהָוְ ,עשָׁרָ-םעִ קידִּצַ תימִהָלְ ,הזֶּהַ רבָדָּכַּ תשֹׂעֲמֵ ךָלְּ הלָלִחָ  הכ
 .טפָּשְׁמִ השֶׂעֲיַ אֹל ,ץרֶאָהָ-לכָּ טפֵשֹׁהֲ--ךְלָּ הלָלִחָ ;עשָׁרָכָּ ,קידִּצַּכַ

25 That be far from Thee to do after this manner, to slay the righteous with the 
wicked, that so the righteous should be as the wicked; that be far from Thee; 
shall not the Judge of all the earth do justly?' 
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The Challenge to Monotheism 
6. Epicurus 

“Is God willing to prevent evil, but not able? Then he is not 
omnipotent. Is he able, but not willing? Then he is malevolent. Is 
he both able and willing? Then whence cometh evil? Is he neither 
able nor willing? Then why call him God?”  
 
 

7. Yirmiyahu 12:1 

  ׃דגֶבָֽ ידֵגְ֥בֹּ־לׇכּ וּ֖לשָׁ החָ֔לֵצָ ֙םיעִשָׁרְ ךְרֶ֤דֶּ עַוּ֗דּמַ ךְ֔תָאֹ ר֣בֵּדַאֲ ֙םיטִפָּשְׁמִ ךְ֤אַ ךָי֑לֶאֵ בי֖רִאָ י֥כִּ ׳ה ֙התָּאַ קי֤דִּצַ
You will win, Lit. “be in the right.” O LORD, if I make claim against You, 
Yet I shall present charges against You: 
Why does the way of the wicked prosper? 
Why are the workers of treachery at ease? 
 

8. To Heal a Fractured World, page 27 

  
 

The Great Partnership 
“The Problem of Evil” 
 

 
9. Moreh Nevuchim III:12 

 :םינימ השלשמ דחא לא בושי םדאה אצמיש ער לכש - הז רואבו
I explain this theory in the following manner. The evils that befall an are of three kinds:-- 
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 - רמוח לעב אוה רשאמ רמול ינוצר - דספההו היוהה עבטה דצמ םדאל הרקיש המ אוה ערה ןמ דחאה ןימה
 ועראיש םייונישמ םישדחתמ וא הריציה ללכב םירבא לוטבו םימומ םדא ינב תצקל עראי הז ינפמ יכ
 הביח תיקולאה המכחהש ונראב רבכו .תומוקמ תעיקש וא םימוצעה םיקרבה וא ריואה דספהכ תודוסיב
 … .תינימה היוהה תכשמנ היהת אל ישיאה דספהה הז אלולו דספהב םא יכ היוה היהת אלש
 ועבטמ עדונש המ יפכ םדאה ןימ אוה םהמ היהיש םלשהו ערזהו םדה ןמ תווהתהל רשפאש המ תילכתו

  .ול אצמיש ער יתלבמ ןימה הזל רשפא יאו - תמ רבדמ יח אוהש
 םיתיעל אלא ויהי אלו דאמ דאמ םיטעמ ןימה הזב םדא ינב ואצמי רשא תוערהש הז םע אצמת התאו
 םדא ינבמ םיפלא ודלוי ןכו ;ופרשנ אלו ועקשנ אל םינש םיפלא םהל שיש תונידמ אצמת התאש .תוקוחר
 אוה 'תואז דצ לע' רמאי אלו רבגתמה רבגתי םאו - תורז דצ לע קר םומ לעב דלוי אלו תואירבה תילכתב
 :תומלשה תילכתב םידלונה ןמ ףלאמ קלח אלו האממ קלח אל וניאו דאמ טעמ

 (1) The first kind of evil is that which is caused to man by the circumstance that he is subject to 
genesis and destruction, or that he possesses a body. It is on account of the body that some 
persons happen to have great deformities or paralysis of some of the organs. This evil may be part 
of the natural constitution of these persons, or may have developed subsequently in consequence 
of changes in the elements, e.g., through bad air, or thunderstorms or landslips. We have already 
shown that, in accordance with the divine wisdom, genesis can only take place through destruction, 
and without the destruction of the individual members of the species the species themselves would 
not exist permanently. Thus the true kindness, and beneficence, and goodness of God is clear. He 
who thinks that he can have flesh and bones without being subject to any external influence, or 
any of the accidents of matter, unconsciously wishes to reconcile two opposites, viz., to be at the 
same time subject and not subject to change. If man were never subject to change there could be 
no generation: there would be one single being, but no individuals forming a species. … 
 
The best and most perfect being that can be formed of the blood and the semen is the species of 
man, for as far as man's nature is known, he is living, reasonable, and mortal. It is therefore 
impossible that man should be free from this species of evil. You will, nevertheless, find that the 
evils of the above kind which befall man are very few and rare: for you find countries that have 
not been flooded or burned for thousands of years: there are thousands of men in perfect health, 
deformed individuals are a strange and exceptional occurrence, or say few in number if you object 
to the term exceptional,--they are not one-hundredth, not even one-thousandth part of those that 
are perfectly normal. 

 
 תוערה הלאו .םתצק לע םתצק רבגתהכ םתצקל םתצקמ םדא ינבל עראיש המ אוה תוערה ןמ ינשה ןימהו
 םעו .הלובחת םהב קושעל ןיאש אלא ונממ ןכ םג םהו תועודיו תובר םתוביסו ןושארה ןימה תוערמ רתוי
 ידואמ - טשפתמ ערה ןמ ןימה הז איהה הנידמה ישנא ןיב אצמי אל ולוכ םלועב אצמתש הנידמ וז יא הז
 ןימה הז לולכי םנמאו - הלילב ונוממ בונגל וא וגרהל שיא לא לכנתיש שיאכ - טעמ ןכ םג ותואיצמ לבא ללכ
  :בושיבש המ ברב וניא ןכ םג הזו - תולודגה תומחלמב םיבר םישנא ערה ןמ

(2) The second class of evils comprises such evils as people cause to each other, when, e.g., some of 
them use their strength against others. These evils are more numerous than those of the first kind: 
their causes are numerous and known; they likewise originate in ourselves, though the sufferer 
himself cannot avert them. This kind of evil is nevertheless not widespread in any country of the 
whole world. It is of rare occurrence that a man plans to kill his neighbour or to rob him of his 
property by night. Many persons are, however, afflicted with this kind of evil in great wars: but 
these are not frequent, if the whole inhabited part of the earth is taken into consideration.  

 תוערה הלאו .בורה והזו - ומצעב ותלועפמ םדא ינבמ דחא לכ אצמיש המ אוה תוערה ןמ ישילשה ןימהו
 אטחי אלש ימ אצמת אל רשא והזו .םלוכ םדא ינב וקעצי ןימה הז תוערמו הברה ינשה ןימה תוערמ רתוי
 רמאנש המכ ול רמאיו תמאב ול עראיש המ לע ערואמה לעב תא תונגל יוארש והזו טעמ אלא וב ומצע לע
 תלוא" המלש רמא תוערה ןמ ןימה הז לעו - "הנשעי אוה ושפנ תיחשמ" רמאנו "םכל תאז התיה םכדימ"
 הז האר" ורמא אוהו ומצעב םדאה לעופ אוהש תוערה ןמ ןימה הזב ןכ םג ראב רבכו "'וגו וכרד ףלסת םדא
 ואיבה רשא םה םהה תונובשחהו - "םיבר תונובשח ושקב המהו רשי םדאה תא םיקולאה השע רשא יתאצמ
  ;תוערה הלא םהילע
 רשא אוה םדאהש דימ ראב ךכ רחאו "למע חמצי אל המדאמו ןוא רפעמ אצי אל יכ" רמאנ ןימה הז לעו
 - םלוכ תונוגמה תודמה רחא ךשמנה אוה ןימה הזו ."'וגו דלוי למעל םדא יכ" רמאו ערה ןמ ןימה הז איצמי
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 תוכיא דספהב וא רדס דספהב וא תומכ ןורתיב םתחיקלו לגשמבו התשמבו לכאמב הואתה בור רמול ינוצר
  .תוישפנהו תוימשגה תוכמהו םיילחה לכל הביס הז היהיו - תונוזמה
   רדסה הז ערמ שפנה יילח לבא םיראובמ םה ףוגה יילח םנמא

(3) The third class of evils comprises those which every one causes to himself by his own action. 
This is the largest class, and is far more numerous than the second class. It is especially of these 
evils that all men complain, only few men are found that do not sin against themselves by this kind 
of evil. Those that are afflicted with it are therefore justly blamed in the words of the prophet, 
"This hath been by your means" (Mal. 1:9); the same is expressed in the following passage, "He that 
doeth it destroyeth his own soul" (Prov. 6:32). In reference to this kind of evil, Solomon says, "The 
foolishness of man perverteth his way" (ibid. 19:3). In the following passage he explains also that 
this kind of evil is man's own work, "Lo, this only have I found, that God hath made man upright, 
but they have thought out many inventions" (Eccles. 7:29), and these inventions bring the evils 
upon him. The same subject is referred to in Job (v. 6), "For affliction cometh not forth of the 
dust, neither doth trouble spring out of the ground." These words are immediately followed by the 
explanation that man himself is the author of this class of evils, "But man is born unto trouble." 
This class of evils originates in man's vices, such as excessive desire for eating, drinking, and love; 
indulgence in these things in undue measure, or in improper manner, or partaking of bad food. 
This course brings diseases and afflictions upon body and soul alike.  

 
10. The Meaning Of History, Nicolas Berdyaev 

 
 
.. 
… 
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11. The Great Partnership, pages 245-246 

 
 

 

 


