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Freedom,Then and Now
Rabbi Benjamin Blech

That is why the word karpas, which reminds us of this threat, assumes such a
prominent place in the Seder. And that is why its meaning is hinted at by reading
the word backwards — because this truth can never be understood at the time
it occurs but only when viewed with the wisdom of hindsight, in retrospect.
Looking backwards, we can understand how we were foolishly misled in Egypt
aswellasin all the other countries in which we assumed that greater patriotism
guaranteed our survival.
lsr:l?;er iirsn z far'n(.)us stor.y about Henr).r Kissinger and Golda Meir. When th.e
Jewish o inrsmlrlnster c.hlde“d the American secretary of state to remembef his
firgt” “Mr-gIGs;i e re’I,)hed, Mrs. Meir, I am an American Jew — an”Amencan
(90, with the p, :lger, Golda responded, “here we read backwards.” And here

Pas, we are reminded to read in the reverse direction as well.
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If This is a Man, Primo Levi pg 190

When the broken window was repaired and the stove
began to spread its heat, something seemed to relax in
everyone, and at that moment Towarowski (a Franco-
Pole of twenty-three, typhus) proposed to the others that
each of them offer a slice of bread to us three who had
been working. And so it was agreed.

Only a day before a similar event would have been
inconceivable. The law of the Lager said: “eat your own
bread, and if you can, that of your neighbour,” and left
no room for gratitude. It really meant that the Lager
was dead.

It was the first human gesture that occurred among
us. I believe that that moment can be dated as the
beginning of the change by which we who had not died
slowly changed from Haftlinge to men again.
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POURING OUT WINE
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Mishna Berura, ad loc.
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A woodcut in The Prague Haggadah, 1526, shows a man dipping his finger in a
large cup of wine (see the picture reproduced in The Schechter Haggadah,
Jerusalem, 2009, p. 47, figure 23). The caption under the woodcut makes the
same point, after describing the custom of sprinkling the wine with the pinky
finger: “And it seems to me that it is a hint [that] ‘All of the iliness which |
put on Egypt, | will not put on you’ (Exodus 15:26).” In other words, “as if to
say, they should not harm us”
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From One of the World's Leading Thinkers
On Creativity and Innovation

KEN ROBINSON, Ph.D.
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HOW FINDING YOUR PASSION
CHANGES EVERYTHING

READ BY THE AUTHOR
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DIPPINGS
The Jonathan Sacks Haggada

The two dippings recall these events. The karpas, itself sweet, is dipped in
saltand becomes sour. The maror, itself bitter, is dipped in the sweet haroset and
has some of the bitterness removed. These two acts remind us that freedom,
which is sweet, becomes sour when we use it to mistreat others. Slavery, which

is bitter, is sweetened when collective suffering becomes human solidarity and
thus a prelude to freedom.




