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KARPAS - כַּרְפַּס
טוֹבלְִין כּרְַפּסַ פָּחוֹת מִכּזְַיתִ בְּמֵי מלֶַח, וּמבְרְָכִין:

בּרָוְּ אתַּהָ יְיָ אֱלֹהֵינוּ מֶלְֶ העָוֹלםָ, בּוֹרֵא פּרְִי הָאֲדָמהָ.

וַיַּעבֲדִ֧וּ מצִרְַ֛יםִ אתֶ־בּנְֵ֥י יִשׂרְָאלֵ֖ בּפְרְֶָֽ׃
Shmos 1:13

Talmud Bavli, Sota 11b
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Freedom,Then and Now 
Rabbi Benjamin Blech



HA LACHMA ANYA

If This is a Man, Primo Levi pg 190

מגְלֶַּה אתֶ הַמּצַּוֹת, מגַבְִּיהַ אתֶ הַקְּערָָה וְאוֹמרֵ בְּקוֹל רָם:

הָא לחַמְָא עַנְיָא דִי אכֲָלוּ אַבהְתָָנָא בְּארְַעָא דְמצִרְָיםִ. כָּל דִכְפִין יֵיתֵי וְיֵיכֹל, כָּל 
דִצרְִיְ יֵיתֵי וְיִפסְחַ. הָשׁתַָּא הכָָא, לְשָׁנהָ הַבָּאהָ בְּארְַעָא דְיִשׂרְָאֵל. הָשׁתַָּא 

עַבְדֵי, לְשָׁנהָ הַבָּאהָ בְּנֵי חוֹרִין.



YACHATZ - יַחַץ
בַּעלַ הבַַּיתִ יבִצְַע אתֶ הַמּצַָּה הָאֶמצְָעִית לִשׁתְַּיםִ 

 וּמצַפְִּין אתֶ הַחצִֵי הגַדָוֹל לַאפֲִיקוֹמןָ.

And furthermore, how much did they actually sin? How long is a person’s life? Seventy years. Subtract the first 
twenty years of his life. One is not punished for sins committed then, as in heavenly matters, a person is only 
punished from age twenty. Fifty years remain for them. Subtract twenty-five years of nights, and twenty-five years 
remain for them. Subtract twelve and a half years during which one prays and eats and uses the bathroom, and twelve 
and a half years remain for them. If You can endure them all and forgive the sins committed during those 
years, excellent. And if not, half of the sins are upon me to bear and half upon You. And if You say that all of 
them, the sins of all twelve and a half years that remain, are upon me, I sacrificed my soul before You and You 
should forgive them due to my merit. The Jewish people began to say to Isaac:You are our father. Only Isaac 
defended the Jewish people as a father would and displayed compassion toward his children. Isaac said to them: 
Before you praise me, praise the Holy One, Blessed be He. And Isaac points to the Holy One, Blessed be He, before 
their eyes. Immediately they lifted their eyes to the heavens and say: “You, Lord, are our Father, our Redeemer, 
everlasting is Your name.”

Apropos the Jewish people assessing their forefathers, the 
Gemara cites a related teaching. Rabbi Shmuel bar Naḥmani 
said that Rabbi Yonatan said: What is the meaning of that which 
is written: “For You are our Father; for Abraham knows us not, 
and Israel does not acknowledge us; You, Lord, are our Father, 
our Redeemer, everlasting is Your name” (Isaiah 63:16). In the 
future that will surely come, the Holy One, Blessed be He, will 
say to Abraham: Your children have sinned against 
Me. Abraham will say before Him: Master of the Universe, if 
so, let them be eradicated to sanctify Your name. God said: I 
will say it to Jacob.Since he experienced the pain of raising 
children, perhaps he will ask for mercy on their behalf. He said 
to Jacob: Your children have sinned. Jacob said before Him: 
Master of the Universe, if so, let them be eradicated to sanctify 
Your name. The Holy One, Blessed be He, said: There is no 
reason in elders and no wisdom in youth. Neither Abraham nor 
Jacob knew how to respond properly. He said to Isaac: Your 
children have sinned against Me.Isaac said before Him: Master 
of the Universe, are they my children and not Your children? 
At Sinai, when they accorded precedence to “We will do” over 
“We will listen” before You, didn’t You call them, “My son, My 
firstborn son Israel” (Exodus 4:22)? Now that they have sinned, 
are they my children and not Your children? 

Talmud Bavli, Shabbos 89b 



POURING OUT WINE
Ramo, 473:7 

ונוהגין לזרוק מעט מן הכוס באצבעו (ד"ע) כשמגיע 
לדם ואש ותמרות עשן וכן כשמזכיר המכות דצ"ך 

עד"ש באח"ב בכלל ובפרט הכל י"ו פעמי' (מהרי"ל)

(עד) באצבעו - נוהגין לזרוק באצבע ע"ש אצבע 
אלהים היא דלא כמ"ש בהגהת מנהגים לזרוק בזרת 

קטן: 

(עה) ט"ז פעמים - כנגד אותיות י"ו משמו של הקב"ה 
שהכה את פרעה: 

Mishna Berura, ad loc.

A woodcut in The Prague Haggadah, 1526, shows a man dipping his finger in a 
large cup of wine (see the picture reproduced in The Schechter Haggadah, 
Jerusalem, 2009, p. 47, figure 23). The caption under the woodcut makes the 
same point, after describing the custom of sprinkling the wine with the pinky 
finger: “And it seems to me that it is a hint [that] ‘All of the illness which I 
put on Egypt, I will not put on you’ (Exodus 15:26).” In other words, “as if to 
say, they should not harm us”

דבר אחר בשביל שמתו בו המצריים. וכן אתה מוצא כל שבעת ימי 
החג אנו קורין בהן את ההלל אבל בפסח אין אנו קורין את ההלל 

אלא ביום טוב הראשון ולילו. למה משום בנפול אויבך אל תשמח 
ובכשלו אל יגל לבך. 

Yalkut Shimoni 654



TZAFUN - צָפוּן
אַחרַ גְּמרַ הסְַּעדָֻּה לוֹקֵחַ כּלָ אֶחדָ מֵהַמּסְבִֻּים כּזְַיתִ מֵהַמּצַָּה שֶׁהָיתְָה צפְוּנָה 
לַאפֲִיקוֹמןָ  וְאוֹכלֵ מִמּנֶָּה כזַַּיתִ בְּהסַּבִָּה. וצְרִָיְ לְאָכלְָהּ קֹדֶם חצֲוֹת הלַַּילְָה.

Hagadah R. Nachman of Breslov



ELIYAHU AT THE 
DOOR

שׁפְְֹ חֲמתְָָ אלֶ הגַּוֹיםִ אֲשׁרֶ לֹא ידְָעוָּ וְעלַ מַמלְָכוֹת אֲשׁרֶ בְּשִׁמְָ לֹא קָרָאוּ. 
כִּי אָכלַ אתֶ יַעֲקֹב וְאתֶ נוֵָהוּ הֵשַׁמּוּ. שׁפְְֹ עלֲֵיהםֶ זַעְמֶָ וַחרֲוֹן אפְַָּ יַשִׂיגםֵ. 

תּרְִדֹּף בְּאַף ותְַשְׁמִידֵם מתִַּחתַ שְׁמֵי יְיָ. 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Hagadah Shemen HaTov



DIPPINGS
The Jonathan Sacks Haggada


