1. Rambam, Hilchos Taanis 1:2,3
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2. vayikra 26:28
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3. Ohr Gedalyahu – Living Life of Teva
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4. Ohr Gedlyahu - Living Life of HAshgacha
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5. Esther, 4:7
וַיַּגֶּד־ל֣וֹ מָרְדֳּכַ֔י אֵ֖ת כָּל־אֲשֶׁ֣ר קָרָ֑הוּ וְאֵ֣ת ׀ פָּרָשַׁ֣ת הַכֶּ֗סֶף אֲשֶׁ֨ר אָמַ֤ר הָמָן֙ לִ֠שְׁקוֹל עַל־גִּנְזֵ֥י הַמֶּ֛לֶךְ ביהודיים [בַּיְּהוּדִ֖ים] לְאַבְּדָֽם׃
6. Esther Rabbah, perek 8
וַיַּגֶּד לוֹ מָרְדֳּכַי אֵת כָּל אֲשֶׁר קָרָהוּ (אסתר ד, ז), אָמַר לַהֲתָךְ לֵךְ אֱמֹר לָהּ בֶּן בְּנוֹ שֶׁל קָרָהוּ בָּא עֲלֵיכֶם, הֲדָא הוּא דִכְתִיב (דברים כה, יח): אֲשֶׁר קָרְךָ בַּדֶּרֶךְ.
7. Ohr Gedlyahu
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8. Ohr Gedlyahu – Fasting Confronts Amalek
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9. Ohr Gedlyahu = Role of Taanis
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10. Rosh HaShana 29
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11. Ohr Gedlyahu
[image: ]
12. Ohr Gedlyahu – Purim Fun
[image: ][image: ]
[image: ]
13. Rabbi Jonathan Sacks tzl
When a word appears seven times, that’s a key word, but also it’s worth noting that it appears nowhere else. So the commentators have to guess what it means, because there’s no clue from context elsewhere in Tanach. And so they say it means: rebelliously, overconfidently, refusing, hardening yourselves, etc. etc. or, If you walk indifferently to Me. However, the Rambam says something completely different. He says this not in one of his commentaries or in his philosophical work, but in the Mishne Torah where he deals with the halachot, the laws of a public fast. He writes at the opening of Hilchot Ta’anit: ‘It is a positive command of the Torah to cry and sound the trumpets on any tragedy or any distress that happens to the community.’ That’s a biblical command, to sound the alarm. And then he says, “This is one of the ways of t’shuvah, such that when bad things happen, you resolve to come closer to God.” And then he says, and this is the key, “but if they don’t sound the alarm, and if they say “this just happened”, “Things happen”, and “this suffering is mere chance” then that is bad news and it causes them to cling to their bad behaviour.”
“And that is what the Torah means,” Rambam continues, “when it says ‘If you act indifferently to Me and you see this as mere chance, then I will leave you to mere chance.’”
Rashi’s comments at the beginning of Vayikra and the Rambam’s comments on the end Vayikra are saying the same thing. That there is a very slight difference between things that happen by chance and things that are in some sense a call from God to come closer to Him. The difference is an aleph, and an aleph is silent.
In fact the difference is a little aleph, and the little aleph is almost invisible, but that is the difference between Vayikra, ‘and God called’ and vayikar, ‘he just happened’. And that is really how the book of Vayikra begins and ends, saying yes, in one sense events are mere chance. In one sense. In the case of this pandemic it was a viral mutation that was almost randomly caught and transmitted and has now affected a quarter of the world’s population who are in lockdown as I speak.
That is chance, but perhaps also specifically in our isolation at a time when we have the opportunity to listen to our soul, to our mind, to our heart in a way that we don’t have at other times because we are so busy interacting with other people, perhaps also in our isolation, we can hear God’s very quiet call. A little aleph, almost silent. He’s asking us to question, is there someone I should call? Is there someone I should help? Is there someone I should thank? Is there a prayer I should be saying? Is there a text I should be learning? Is there a mitzvah I should be doing?
Is there something that I have been neglecting until now because I felt just too busy and now that I am in this isolation, in this silence, able to hear, able to think of? That is what vayikra means. It means an almost silent call, but one which we hear at moments of loneliness. Sometimes the really difficult times are the times of growth. They don’t seem so at the time. But when we look back, we see they were. The help we give others at difficult times is a good deed that is never forgotten ever.
So I just think that it is worth thinking in these times: Can I somehow, underneath this all, hear that still small voice of Hashem saying to me, use this time of being at one with yourself to listen and to hear and to heed and to do and to grow, and thereby become strong by giving strength to others because it is not only to Moshe Rabbeinu that vayikra, ‘God calls’, but to all of us.
May we hear and heed His voice and may He hear and heed ours when we pray to Him. Please end this terrible time and send a refua shlaima to the cholei amecha, and to the cholei olam. To those of your people and those of all peoples who are ill, grant them a speedy recovery. And grant us all the chance to re-engage with life again.
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