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1. Kitzur Shulchan Aruch, Siman 14

If he has time to recite Baruch She’amar, Tehillah L'dovid NYDN IIRY 72 D) MY 1T 1Y W DRI
until its conclusion shem kodsho 'olam va’ed [i.e. Ashrei], 7Y B9IYY VTP DY 1NT NN TY N
and Yishtabach, he should recite them. Should he have D) IR AN 1R IY W .0INRY NANWYN
further time, he should recite Hallelu Kel B'’kadsho. If he has | 55nn nnwan 93 T wIpa HR 199N nnvhHin
further time, he should recite Hallelu et Hashem. Should he D3 IR AN T IV Y W .anvhn
have still more time, he should also recite the other 12 W2 3 0w N N NR 1950 nYHn
Hallelukahs. NN990 IRY DI IR AN AT TIY

2. Rav Shimshon Refael Hirsch, Tehillim 145

Psalm 145. ™% aban Our sages attach so much significance to this
psalm that they have said concerning it: DY 521 D'2FD AWP® T2 aban mwa Y2
R oy 12 e e nes “He who thoughtfully recites this Tehillah three
times each day [and takes it to heart] may be certain that he is on the
path to eternal life.” Its special characteristic is the alphabetical arrangement
of its wverses, which indicates the psalmist’s intention to facilitate its
recital from memory. Of further significance is the statement T nx nmp
121 °n 3% yawm  contained in Verse 16 which conveys to us the main
theme of the entire psalm; that is, that Divine providence cares for every
living thing.

RAMBAN

Rabbi Moses ben Nachman (Ramban, Nachmanides) was born in Gerona, Spain
in 1194, and died in Israel, 1270. Ramban was the outstanding Torah authority of
his generation. Ramban's multifaceted literary activities included commentaties on
the Bible and Talmud, halachic codes, responsa, works on mysticism and
philosophy, and sermons. In 1267, in the aftermath of a public debate with the
apostate Pablo Christiani, which was forced upon Ramban by the king and
Christian clergy of Catalonia, and decided in favor of the Christians from the
outset, Ramban was banished from Spain. At age 73, Ramban took the difficult
and dangerous trip to Israel and fulfilled his life's dream of settling in the holy
land. There Ramban restored the Jewish community in Jerusalem, which had
previously been destroyed by invading Tartars. Accordingly, Ramban is considered the father of modern
Jewish settlement in Jerusalem. Like Maimonides and many other Spanish rabbinic scholars, Ramban was a
practicing physician.

Rabbi Ya’akov Trump || 1




3. Ramban, Bereishis 18:19
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Because I ‘know’ that he will command...

The correct understanding in my eyes is true knowledge. God’s knowledge, which is his
providence in the lower world, is to guard species, and even individual human beings
are left to accidents until their time of reckoning comes. With respect to people of
special piety (hasidav), however, God turns his attention to such a person to know him
as an individual and to see to it that divine protection cleaves to him always;
knowledge and remembrance are never separated from him at all. This is the meaning
of “He withdraws not his eyes from the righteous” (Job 36:4); indeed, many verses refer
to this principle, as it is written, “Behold, the eye of the Lord is on those who fear him”

(Psalms 33:18), and others besides. /
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4, Ramban, Devorim 11:13

r

Know that miracles are performed for good or ill only for the absolutely righteous
(zaddigim gemurim) or the absolutely wicked. Those in the middle have good or ill occur
to them according to the customary order of the world “in accordance with their way
and their actions” (Ezekiel 36:17).
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5. Ramban, Shmos 13:16
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From the great and public miracles a person comes to appreciate the hidden miracles
which are the foundation of the entire Torah. No one has a portion in the Torah of
Moshe until one believes that all matters and events are miracles. They have no nature
or way of the world, for the community or the individual, rather if a person does Mitzvos
they will succeed in its merit, and if a person transgresses they will be cut off in

\punishment, as I mentioned already. /

Rabbi Ya'akov Trump || 2



6. Ramban, Toras H> Temimah, page 155
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We have explained a little of what we analyzed. But it has been made clear the public
miracles teach about the renewal and the knowledge which H’ has over the details of
the world and the providence and hidden miracles. So that every believer should know
the punishment of sins and the reward of commandments. And that every person who
prays and raises their eyes to heaven should fully and truthfully accept the renewal,
the knowledge and providence, but it is hidden. These are the three foundations of the

Qrah. /

7. Ramban, lyov 36:7
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He withdraws not his eyes from the righteous (Job 36:7): This verse explains a great principle with respect to
providence concerning which there are in fact many verses. For people of Torah and perfect faith believe in
providence, i.e., that God watches over and protects the members of the human species....It is not said in the
Torah or prophets that God watches over and protects the individuals of other groups of creatures that do not
speak; rather, he guards only the species....The reason for this is clearly known, for since man recognizes his
God, God in turn watches over him and protects him; this is not true of the other creatures, which do not speak
and do not know their creator. This, then, is why he protects the righteous, for just as their heart and eyes are
always with him, so are the eyes of God on them from the beginning of the year until the end, to the point where
the absolutely pious man (hasid) who cleaves to his God always and who never separates himself from him in
his thoughts by paying attention to mundane matters will be guarded always from all accidents, even those that
take place in the natural course of events; such a person will be protected from these accidents through a
miracle occurring to him constantly, as if he were considered one of the supernal beings who are not subject to
generation and corruption by accidents. To the extent that this individual comes close to God by cleaving to him,
he will be guarded especially well, while one who is far from God in his thought and deeds, even if he does not
deserve death because of his sin, will be forsaken and left to accidents. Many verses make this point. David [sic]
said, “He will guard the feet of his holy ones, but the wicked shall be put to silence in darkness” (I Samuel 2:9).
He means by this that those who are close to God are under absolute protection, while those who are far from
him are subject to accidents and have no one to protect them from harm, just as one who walks in the darkness
is likely to fall unless he is cautious and walks slowly. David also said that “it is not with sword and spear that
the Lord saves” (I Samuel 17:47), and it is written, “Behold, the eye of the Lord is on those who fear him, on
those who wait for his mercy” (Psalms 33:18); i.e., God’s eyes are on them when they wait for him constantly
and their souls cleave to him. Since most of the world belongs to this intermediate group, the Torah commanded
that warriors be mobilized, and that the priest anointed for war send back the fearful so that they will not sap
the courage of the others. It is for this reason too that we find the preparation of the order of battle in the Torah
and the prophets, for example, “And David inquired of the Lord, and the Lord said, ‘Do not go up; circle around
behind them...” (II Samuel 5:23), and ‘Go and draw toward Mount Tabor, and take with you ten thousand men”
(Judges 4:6). Had they been meritorious, they would have gone out with a few people and achieved victory
without arms, and had they deserved defeat, no multitude would have helped them. In this case, however, they
deserved to be treated in the manner of nature and accident. This is a matter which was explained well by
Maimonides in the Guide of the Perplexed.

8. Ramban, Shmos 6:2
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The matter of the verse is the following. H’ appeared to the forefathers with this name

.. to do for them miracles above the natural, in famine, He redeemed them from death
and war and to give them riches and honor and all good. Hidden miracles were
performed for the patriarchs in the manner of “all the promises (ye'udim) of the Torah,
for no good comes to a person as the reward of a good deed and no evil befalls him as a
result of sin except through a miraculous act....The reward and punishment for the
entire Torah in this world comes through miracles that are hidden.
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9. Tehillim, 145:18-20
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18 The LORD is nigh unto all them that call upon Him, to all that
call upon Him in truth.
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19 He will fulfil the desire of them that fear Him; He also will hear their
cry, and will save them.

20 The LORD preserveth all them that love Him; but all the wicked will
He destroy.

10. Halakhic Man, pg 128, R. Joseph B. Soloveitchik

The fundamental of providence is here transformed into a concrete
commandment, an obligation incumbent upon man. Man is obliged to broaden
the scope and strengthen the intensity of the individual providence that watches
over him. Everything is dependent on him; it is all in his hands. When a person

creates himself, ceases to be a mere species man, and becomes a man of God, then
he has fulfilled that commandment which is implicit in the principle of
providence.
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