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Traditional Approach

1. Moreh Nevuchim 3:17 [R. Moshe b. Maimon, born in Cordova Spain and died in Egypt, 1138-1204]
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[ believe that divine providence in this lower world, that is under the lunar spheres, is directed towards
the human species alone. Only [the human] species is governed [with divine providence] — in every
detail [of life], and all good and bad that occurs to him — in accordance with what he deserves...
However regarding all other animals, and even more so the plants and other inanimate objects , my
view is that of Aristotle. I do not believe at all that this specific leaf falls as a result of divine providence

, nor that this spider devours this specific fly as a result of a divine decree on this individual fly.
Furthermore, I do not believe that when Reuven spits and the spit lands on a specific mosquito in a
specific place and kills the mosquito, that this was fulfillment of a heavenly decree, nor that when a fish
snatches a specific worm floating on the river that such was the will of the Lord. Rather all of the

aforementioned occurrences are combletelv chance. as Aristotle contends.

2. Maamar Haikarim, [R. Moshe Chaim Luzzatto, born Padua, Italy, 1707-1746]

God constantly oversees all His creations, and He sustains and directs them according to
the purpose for which they were created. However, because the human species was singled
out to receive reward and punishment based on their actions... so too the divine providence
they receive is different than the divine providence of other species. That is, the divine
providence over the other species is to sustain the specific species according to the laws
and boundaries that God desires. Hence, His providence is over each individual member of
the each species [only] in regards to its [impact] on the general species...
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3. Sefer HaChinuch, Mitzvah 169 [credited to R. Aharon HaLevi of Barcelona, 1235-1290]
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The purpose of this commandment is to establish within us that God’s providence is specific over every
individual human being... There are groups of people who think that the providence of God is over all
species on a specific level, both over humans and over other living creatures. And there are [other]
groups who think that God’s providence is over all things in the world, whether living creatures or any
other things [i.e., even inanimate objects]... to the extent that they think that when one leaf falls from a
tree, [God] decreed on it specifically that it should fall... But this [second] view is very illogical. Then
there are evil groups that think that [God] does not operate with providence at all over anything in this
lowly world, neither regarding humans or other living creatures. This is the view of the evil and bitter
heretics.
However according to what I have heard, we bearers of the true faith [believe] that His providence is
over all species of living creatures in a general sense that the species will not be destroyed in general.

[But] regarding the human species we believe that [God’s] providence is over everyone individually and
he understands theis actions.

Caveat
4. Bamidbar Rabba, 18:22
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There once was a scorpion that was on his way to complete a mission from God on the other side of a

river. God arranged for him a particular frog that carried him across the river. The scorpion was then
able to go and bite a man (who then died).

5. Radak, Tehillim 145:17 [R. David Kimchi, Narbonne, Provence, 1160-1235]

VMY NIN , 010 NNMTNY WAIN NYIND 9NV 29 DYIIIN DNN 29 ,0°H5NN P2 1YY NN NN
9ININY 7252 DINY NIN DN 2391 D52 WHY D1N) PPN 3 DI9IN DNNIY ... 792N INN NNN 9900
.NANOY NNI PR NINNR NPT Y ... DTIRND POV 0N TP 9391 INYD UMY D190 YU 919N
There is great confusion among the scholarly, for some contend that when a lion tears a lamb asunder,
or a similar occurrence, it is a punishment for the [lamb] from God... There are others who contend
that there is not [a system] of reward and punishment [i.e., specific individual divine providence]
except for the human species alone. We contend that there is [a system of reward and punishment] for
other, non-human species, when it affects mankind... There are other opinions, but they are not worthy
of being written.
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Expansive Approach

6. Talmud Bavli, Chullin 63a
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Rav Yehuda said: The shelach is a bird which draws fish from the sea. When Rabbi Yochanan would
see a shelach bird he would exclaim, “Your judgments are as deep as the sea.

That You [God] arrange for the shelach bird, who carries out judgment and acts with vengeance on Your behalf among the fish of

i the sea, to kill those proscribed for death. ‘

7. Bereishis Rabba 79:6
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Rabbi Shimon ben Yochai and Rabbi Elazar, his son, hid in a cave for thirteen years during a period of
persecution , and they [sustained themselves by] eating inferior dried-out carob until their skin became
like a chaludah [i.e., dried out and cracked]. After thirteen years they exited and sat at the entrance of
the cave. They saw a hunter hunting birds. When Rabbi Shimon would hear a heavenly voice declare,
“Free! Free!” [the bird] would escape [from the hunter’s trap]. When he would hear the heavenly voice
declare, “Death” [the bird] would be trapped and captured. [Rabbi Shimon] proclaimed [that these
C&wenly voices serve to teach] that “even a bird isn’t captured without a [decree] from heaven; how)

much more so, the life of a person.”

8. Tanya, Shaar Hayichud Ve’emunah, perek 2 [R. Shneur Zalman of Liady, born Liozna, 1745 - 1812]
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This is a response to the heretics who deny particular providence and the miracles of the Torah,
revealing the source of their mistake. They think delusionarily that G-d’s creation of heaven and
earth are similar to the actions of humans. Since [when a human] sends a utensil to the smelter, the
vessel no longer needs the smelter. When he has finished making it, it will proceed to the market
fully formed outside of its creator. These fools compare this to the creation of heaven and earth. But
they are blinded to a great difference. Man’s actions simply change the form of already existing
matter, forming silver into a utensil. The formation of heaven and earth were ex nehilo. When the
creator removes his strength from the creation it will return to nothingness. It needs constant power
form G-d to sustain it.
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9. Shomer Emunim, Ma’amar Hashgachah Pratis, chapter 17, [R. Aharon Roth, founder of the Toldos Aharon community of Jerusalem

It once happened that the holy scholar [lit. bright light], our teacher, the Ba’al Shem Tov,
may his merit serve as protection for us, was in a field with his students. All of a sudden, a
strong wind blew and many leaves fell from the trees onto the ground. [The Ba’al Shem
Tov] said , “My sons, know that this wind that just passed this instant was due to a specific
worm that was situated on one of the leaves. The sun was shining particularly strongly [on
this worm], and [the worm)] cried out to God. God sent this wind, which blew many leaves
to the ground, and this leaf [with the worm] was one of those leaves.”

1894-1947]

Interaction

10. Responsa Minchos Elozar, 1:50 [R. Chaim Elazar Spira, Munkacz Rebbe, 1868-1937]

However at the end of the work
Shomer Emunim, in his
discussion of divine providence,
one should skip [the relevant
discussion], and [moreover] it is
forbidden to read it... for he has
established general and specific
principles [on the topic of divine
providence] that are against our
faith...[ for we believe] that
specific individual divine
providence from God extends to
each and every detail, even to the
smallest thing. However the rest
of the [Shomer Emunim ha-
Kadmon] is very pleasant.
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11. Shomer Emunim Hakadmon, 2:81 [R. Yosef Ergas, Italy, d. 1730]
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Consolidation
12. Moreh Nevuchim, 2:6 [R. Moshe b. Maimon, born in Cordova Spain and died in Egypt, 1138-1204]
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There is an evil blindness which is pervasive. If one were to say to a person who thinks they are among
the wise of Israel, that H’ will send His angel into the womb of a woman who will form the fetus ... It is
possible that this should be the way H’ arragned it. However, if you tell such a person that H’ placed in
the seed the potential to form these characteristics and this potential is a Malach ... such a person will
flee from such an idea since he will not understand the matter of true potential creative power, since it
involves the developing of the potential which cannot be sensed.

Out Sages explained to one who is wise that all the bodily functions is a Malach, and certainly the
natural functions in the world... This is the concept of all forces. You should accept firmly that all the
functions in the world whether in the body, in nature or in instinct are called Malachim.
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13. Sefer Hachinuch, Mitzvah 21 [credited to R. Aharon HaLevi of Barcelona, 1235-1290]
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[The Exodus from Egypt] is a full indication and proof of the creation of the world... that there is a pre-
existent God with will and power who gives all created things their being... [the Exodus] must
permanently affirm human faith in the knowledge of the eternal God , and [the faith] that His divine
providence and power extend to all groups and individuals.

14. Daas Tevunos [:36 [R. Moshe Chaim Luzzatto, born Padua, Italy, 1707-1746]

He who believes in God’s unity, and understands its concepts, has to believe that God is
one, individual, and unique. He has nothing preventing Him [from doing anything ] at all,
no [other] source in any way or any fashion. Rather He alone is completely in control... He
alone governs all of creation with specific individual divine providence. Nothing in this
world is born unless it is a result of His will and handiwork, and [nothing is the result of]
chance, nature, or constellations.

15. Maamar Haikarim [R. Moshe Chaim Luzzatto, born Padua, Italy, 1707-1746]

God constantly oversees all things that He created, and He sustains and directs each entity
according to the purpose for which it was created. Since man is unique in that he is
rewarded and punished for his deeds, as discussed earlier, the providence that applies to
him must be different from that over all other species.

16. Divrei Chaim, Parshas Miketz [R. Yekusiel Yehudah Halberstam, Sanz-Klausenburg Rebbe , 1905 -1994]

Granted that the Rambam has a different opinion regarding this, but in truth, according to
our Sages, even a bird is not trapped without specific individual divine providence from
Above (Yerushalmi, Shvi’is). Furthermore, it is known that all of creation is on account of
man (Zohar, Tazria 48a) ... and even if we do not know how or why, [nevertheless] it is
true, for there is nothing extra [or unnecessary] in creation, and that which appears extra
is also for a specific purpose relating to mankind...

17. Ohr Hachaim, Vayikra 26:24 [R. Chaim ben Moshe ibn Attar, born Morocco, died Yerushalayim, 1696-1743]
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(24) And I will walk with you in a manner of happenstance. This means that the suffering
will not be correlated to the sins, as is said (Tehillim 62) [H’] Will pay each person according to
their actions. Since this will awaken a sleeping heart and people will understand to better their
actions in response to their circumstances. H’ says that if Israel will walk with Mein a
happenstance manner and will not pay attention to suffering sent in response to their actiomns, He
too will act with them in chance and bring them suffering that are not correlated to their actions.

Many translation with gratitude to Leibowitz, Aryeh (2012-05-28). Hashgachah Pratis: An Exploration of Divine Providence, Kindle Edition.
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