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ALAKHIC man is a man who longs to create, to bring
into being something new, something original. The
study of Torah, by definition, means gleaning new, creative
insights from the Torah (hiddushei Tomh).__r‘The Holy One,
blessed be He, rejoices in the dialectics of Torah” [a popular
folk saying]. Read not here ‘dialectics’ (pilpul) but ‘creative
interpretation’ (hiddush). This notion of hiddush, of creative
interpretation, is not limited solely to the theoretical domain
but extends as well into the practical domain, into the real
world. The most fervent desire of halakhic man is to behold
the replenishment of the deficiency in creation, when the real
world will conform to the ideal world and the most exalted and
glorious of creations, the ideal Halakhah, will be actualized in
> its midst. Ehe dream of creation is the central idea in the
halakhic consciousness—the idea of the importance of man as
a partner of the Almighty in the act of creation, man as creator
of worlds. This longing for creation and the renewal of the
cosmos is embodied in all of Judaism’s goals. And if at times we
raise the question of the ultimate aim of Judaism, of the telos of
the Halakhah in all its multifold aspects and manifestations, we
must not disregard the fact that this wondrous spectacle of the
creation of worlds is the Jewish people’s eschatological vision,
the realization of all its hopes. |
The Halakhah sees the entire Torah as consisting of basic
laws and halakhic principles. Even the Scriptural narratives
serve the purpose of determining everlasting law. “The mere
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sxower of the delineated law and the limiting
ke Almighty implanted in existence presented
resomeness and majesty to King David, the
rael, as reflected in the natural phenomenon
b and flow of the sea (caused by the gravita-
e sun and the moon and the rotation of the
~high tide and the sea at low tide appeared in
#ors as a symbolic elemental process, as a
acie of an eternal clash of forces. It is as
high tde, rushing to meet the shore, desires
mdary and the law, as though the disorder of
rees, of chaos and confusion, desires to cleave
x1zand exquisitely chiseled creation and lay it
ighty strength of the law of the Almighty bars
Hiem [the waves] and shatters them. “Thou
swelling of the sea; when the waves thereof
fuatrer them” (Ps. 8g:10).

zd: When David dug the pits, the deep arose
» submerge the world. . . . David thereupon
fiable name upon a sherd, cast it into the
ded.”*’ “When David began to dig the foun-
mple, he dug 15 cubits and did not reach the
ound one potsherd and sought to lift it up.
i] unto him: You may not. Said [David] unto
aid [the potsherd] unto David: Becauseitis I
ng the deep. Said [David] unto it: And for
a1 been here? Said [the potsherd] unto him:
¥ proclaimed on Mount Sinai ‘I am the Lord
:2). At that moment the earth trembled and
Iwas placed here to restrain the deep. David,
not listen to it. As soon as he lifted it, the
» arose and sought to inundate the world.”*""
sires to burst out of the enclosures of the law
alms of orderly creation, the cosmic process,
:of the world, and plunge them all back into
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“nothingness,” into desolation and ontic emptiness. However,
itis held firm in the grip of the mighty law and its principles.**®

All of kabbalistic literature is imbued with this idea. The
“other side,” the “husks,” the “mighty deep,” the “angels of
destruction,” the “offspring of chaos,” etc., all symbolize the
realm of emptiness and the void, the domain of “nothingness,”
devoid of any image or stature,'” that does battle with the
glorious existence enveloped by the luster of the image of the
Divine Presence.

However, this view, which threads its way through the
entire course of Jewish thought, is not just a mysterious theo-
retical notion but a practical principle, a fundamental ethico-
halakhic postulate.

II

r HEN man, the crowning glory of the cosmos, approaches
the world, he finds his task at hand—the task of crea-
tion. He must stand on guard over the pure, clear existence,
repair the defects in the cosmos, and replenish the “privation”
in being. Man, the creature, is commanded to become a
partner with the Creator in the renewal of the cosmos; com-
plete and ultimate creation—this is the deepest desire of the
Jewish people.|
The Scriptural text “And the heaven and the earth were
finished, and all the host of them” (Gen. 2:1)—the Targum,
the Aramaic translation of the Pentateuch, translates va-yekhulu,
“were finished,” as ve-ishtakhlelu, “were perfected”—is both a
profound expression of the soul of the people and the most
fervent desire of the man of God. This lofty, ontological idea
illumines the path of the eternal people. When a Jew on the
Sabbath eve recites [this passage as part of] the kiddush, the
sanctification over the wine, he testifies not only to the existence
of a Creator but also to man’s obligation to become a partner
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