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A State is Born!



Machlokes L’shem Shamayim



4 MAJOR POINTS

1. The Jewish underground and violent resistance against 
the British 

2. Intra-Jewish violence and the consolidation of Jewish 
power

3. German Reparations 

4. Israel and the Superpowers? Of whom should we be 
afraid?



The Resistance  

Haganah

LechiEtzel

the 
resistance 



The Jewish Resistance 

Hagana Etzel Lechi

Supplementing the 
British protection 

Founded by 
Jabotinsky More hard line

Restraint in response 
to Arab violence

Logo is a clenched 
first raised in defiance

Saw Britain as the real 
enemy 

Not a stand alone 
Jewish militia 

Independence is won 
through armed 

struggle 
“Stern Gang”



Walter Guinness, 1st Baron Moyne

Lord Moyne’s Funeral



Immigration Reform?



The Saison 

“We decided not to suspend, nor to promise to 
suspend, our struggle against the British rule; 
yet, at the same time we declined to retaliate 
for the kidnappings…and handing over of our 
men….We said there would be no civil war but, 
in fact, throughout the whole country a one-
sided civil war raged.” 

Menachem Begin, The Revolt 



King David Hotel 



Wanted! 



Shlomo ben Yosef 



Intra-Jewish Violence and the Consolidation 
of Jewish Power - The Altelena 

“It was not an easy matter to send our 
comrades to an army whose officers had hated 
the underground, persecuted it, besmirched it, 
kidnapped its members and handed over its 
officers…The men who were about to take 
command of our members had been 
systematically trained to hate them.” 

Menachem Begin, The Revolt 



Altelena 

“There are not going to be two states and there 

are not going to be two armies.  And MR. Begin 

will not do whatever he feels like.  We must 

decided whether to hand over power to Begin 

or to tell him to cease his separatist activities.  
If he does not give in, we shall open fire…The 

entire future of the country is in the balance…” 

David Ben-Gurion 



Gen-Gurion and Begin Compromise 

1. Etzel would enlist in IDF

2. Their arms would be turned over to the army

3. There would be no special Etzel brigades in the IDF

4. Etzel would cease operating as a distinct military unit in 
Israel



What about Yerushalayim?



To shoot or not to shoot?

“I didn’t come to the land of Israel to 

fight against Jews.”  Hillel Daleski  

“An order is an order!” Palmach commander 

“If I could erase but one day from 

my life, I would erase that day” Hillel 
Daleski 



Begin Responds

“Do not raise a hand against a 
brother, not even today.” 

“There must not be a civil war 
with the enemy at our gates” 

“Ben-Gurion is an Insane 
dictator…That fool, that idiot”



Ben-Gurion Responds

“…for no country can tolerate the 
importation of even a small number of 
weapons by private citizens or 
organizations without the government’s 
permission!” 

“The entire nation must eradicate the 
evil which exists among us” 

“Stand close to the Temple, if it is built..”



Begin Responds

"We had not yet buried our dead when Ben- 
Gurion claimed that the cannon he had 
commanded the fire at the Altelena was a holy 
weapon, worthy of a place in our future 
temple. Oh, the shame of it! No wonder people 
of high moral stature and impeccable repute 
chastised him for mouthing said sacrilege, 
reminding him that no holy Temple can ever 
arise so long as there are Jews with the blood 
of other Jews on their hands."



Etzel - 6 dead, 18 wounded
IDF - 2 dead, 6 wounded 



Reparations 

HERUT HEADLINE
“How much will we get for a 

burned child?”



Ben-Gurion 

“Menachem, this isn’t just a historical issue….this is 
your moral obligation to your family, your 
obligation to your murdered mother.” 



Begin Responds 

“The most shameful event that has ever occurred in the history of our people he's about to 
take place this evening. At this bitter hour, we will recall our hallowed fathers, how our 
slaughtered mothers, and our babies who were led by the millions to the slaughter at the 
hands of the Satan who emerged from the very bottom of hell to annihilate the remnant 
of our people”

“Mr. Ben-Gurion has sent policeman here carrying grenades in teargas made in Germany, 
the same gases that choked our fathers; he has jails and concentration camps.”

“When you fired you're cannons at me, I gave the order no.  Today, I will give the order 
yes.   You will no longer be a Jewish government, and you will not have moral legitimacy 
in Israel”



(Never?) Look Backward

Begin Ben-Gurion



Germany and Israel Today



Of whom should we be afraid?

Dr. Robert Soblen

Israel and America



The Soblen Affair 



Diaspora Mentality? 

The options of diaspora 
culture is essential for 

Israel’s Survival! 

Jews are now sovereign! No 
Foreign power can dictate 

how we should behave!



Can’t we all just get along?

“I opposed you both before and after the establishment of the 
State, sometimes aggressively….I remained an adamant 
opponent of certain of your positions and actions…and I have 
no regrets about it because I believe I was in the right.  But, 
on a personal level I never felt ill-will toward you, and the 
more I got to know you in these past years the more I have 
come to respect you.”

Letter from Ben-Gurion to Begin, February 1969



Ben Gurion & Begin

TWO GREAT GIANTS


