Pirkei Avos Lox & Learn
Perek 1: Mishnas 6 & 7
Sponsored by Jake and Karen Abilevitz in memory of Jake’s Beloved Parents, 77T DnNax na nx? & 77 NaN 2 In"7X

and Karen’s brother 7"'1 27T [lynw ]2 ywIn!
1. Brief Background
a. 2" of the pairs
i. 1% (Yose b. Yoezer & Yose b. Yochanan) = c. 167 BCE
ii. 3™ (Shimon b. Shetach) = c. 100 BCE
iii. 2" (Yehoshua b. Perachia & Nitai Haarbeili) = ??????

b. Judah (brother) =2Jonathan (brother) 2 Simeon (brother) = Yochanan (son)

i. During Yochanan they gained control of most of the internal part of Israel and even expanded its
border.

ii. Yochanan is quoted as a religious figure, until...
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a. Do not trust yourself until the day of your death, for Yochanan the Kohen Gadol
who was the Kohen Gadol for eighty years, in the end became a tziduki.
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a. “Let the crown of royalty suffice you, leave the crown of priesthood to the seed
of Aaron”
i. Consolidation of powers — Priest/Religion, War-Hero, King
1. Why Chanuka is not mentioned in the Mishna
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MISHNAH 6 - JOSHUA B. PERAHIAH24 AND NITTAI THE ARBELITE RECEIVED [THE RN NN 2 YYIN' - | YN
ORAL TRADITION] FROM THEM [I.E. THE FOREGOING]. JOSHUA B. PERAHIAH N'NI9 2 VYUIN' 0NN 1727 720N
USED TO SAY: APPOINT FOR THYSELF A TEACHER AND ACQUIRE FOR THYSELF A [T 101 72N 37 NP1 20 Y7 WY IR
COMPANION AND JUDGE ALL MEN IN THE SCALE OF MERIT. NIDT 927 DTRN 7D NN
MISHNAH 7 - NITTAI THE ARBELITE USED TO SAY: KEEP AT A DISTANCE FROM 7NN MIXK '72IRD RN - T NIWN
AN EVIL NEIGHBOUR, DO NOT MAKE THYSELF AN ASSOCIATE OF A WICKED WR'TIN 7K1 YYI7 12NNN 7K1V [pUn
MAN, NEITHER DO THOU ABANDON FAITH IN [DIVINE] RETRIBUTION. nwAda n

3. Sanhedrin 107b

When King Yannai slew our rabbis, Rabbi Yehoshua ben Perahiy
and Jesus fled to Alexandria in Egypt. When peace was restoreg

1 . )
Shimon ben Shetah sent this message to him: “From me, Jeru-

salem, the holy city - to you, Alexandria in Egypt. O my sister, “Let the left hand reject but let the right hand draw near”” Not like

Elisha, who thrust Gehazi away with both hands, and not like
Rabbi Yehoshua ben Perahia, who rejected Jesus (the Nazirite)
with both hands. (Sanhedrin 107b)

my husband is dwelling in your midst and I am desolate.” [Rabbj
Yehoshua] arose and came back and lodged in a certain inn
where they paid him great respect. He said: ‘How beautiful is this
akhsania [inn, or inn hostess]. He [ Jesus] said to him, “My master,
her eyes are narrow!” “Wretch,” he rebuked him, “Are those the
thoughts that occupy you?!” He sent forth four hundred horns
and excommunicated him. Later, the disciple [ Jesus] came to him
repeatedly, pleading, “Receive me,” but he paid no heed. One day
while Rabbi Yehoshua was reciting the Shema, he [Jesus] came
before him. He intended to receive him and motioned to him
with his hand, but the disciple [ Jesus] thought he was rebuffing
him again. So he went and set up a brick and worshiped it. Rabbi
Yehoshua said to him, “Repent.” But he answered him, “I have
received this tradition from you: that he who sins and causes oth-
ers to sin is denied the opportunity to repent.” (Sanhedrin 107b)
—_—




4. The Lubavitcher Rebbe

And the explanation is: the Talmud intended to warn even against
the kind of rejection perpetrated by Yehoshua ben Perahia. For it

is clear that, when dealing with Yehoshua ben Perahia, it is incon-

ceivable that he was motivated by personal considerations, and
the like. Furthermore, even after having rejected him he made
an attempt to bring him near; nonetheless, we should be wary
of this kind of rejection.

After Yehoshua ben Perahia saw the consequences of this

conduct, he stressed the teaching of: “Judge every man favorably”

(Likkutei Sihot, Matot-Masei, 5742)

6. Connection the last Mishna
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5. Rabbi Binyamin Lau — The Sages, p. 131

It seems the dispute between Yehoshua ben Perahia and Nittai HaArbeli
revolved around the question of how to confront misfortune and calam-
ity. Nittai HaArbeli’s policy was understood as a guideline: In a world
in which evil is rampant, one must seek fortification in a place of ref-
uge, remote from the centers of influence. This view was countered by
Yehoshua ben Perahia, who taught that, with the help of proper rébbinical
guidance and a strong attachment to friends, as well as searching for the
good il} oneself and one’s surroundings, one can guide each individual
and the world as a whole in the correct path. This was his revised teach-
ing, acquired in the wake of his failure with his pupil, a critical juncture
in Rabbi Yehoshua’s philosophy.

Midrash Shmeul — Judging Favorably does not extend to Reshaim

7. Bad Neighbors & Wicked People

Keep this in mind when choosing where to live
What type of bad?

o Rabbeinu Bechayei — bad whether he is rasha bein adam lemakom or bein adam lechaveiro
o Rashbetz — only bein adam lechaveiro bad (steals, lies, tricks, etc.) because these are the things that

we are tempted to emulate

o Meiri — Both so that we don’t learn and so that we don’t get hurt

Midrash Shmuel — Shachein = Yetzer Hara

2hachein = Yet . . :
S35 e D3 5570 HatH0 PO £3 1S DEWI PIN3 93T DD 13 OIS B D W) T % WA
S5 vrn s Bz oon 160 e300 31D P D ERoT D 0D, DY P PRW B

I 4
D9 THZ OO PpRTTR IEDY DD B3 EE

n o7bD poIrs O GED IO NI 305 PR T3

WoZ ORI PEY ST PTS SIS B OHT DPOTO v POTEM T D S0 079 7 50 1 11

=kE £ IR

pena le gme pesh peowogTae e

S o omby L e win pased
P oW bh Sriotun 97 H30E P MW T W

75 B s o3t B¢ 1Td DYID Oh3

wehy Pt gowh oo chzwies SYee Wh w0 oob o Bis amka vhb opb 30D 205 phE TIY

Yosafinp ro

Sorp 4 en wh ensd Bl b osbe B qeias 73 ovopon gb 93apd wb

PUEIDY 10 BAED P mbr L 03se0 gpsh e 23500 wanb apb P Aip 230pp 3 O won
prsody Hiond paam pYepd b DY DI TS o wmd peoen Pos pied hb oho m
B omzn3 2zt o%ae Bh Semzn Tw Yoy blosmd sbvep ebr ynd Hi pop pben lo oo

o ohwer i e'n.oes is
o Cognitive Diffusion

Beer Avos — Be careful that you aren’t a bad neighbor

Mili Deavos — Y1 ,|oUn 7NN

8. Al Tityaesh min Hapuranus
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a. Don’t forget bad times are coming vs. Don’t despair during bad times

b. Jewish Pessimist vs. Jewish Optimist
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