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The Beit Midrash of Teaneck
Pesulei Kehuna and Kohen Status Determinations
Rabbi Michoel Zylberman

Goals: To understand what are the grounds for proving or disproving kehuna status? When may a Beis Din
rule that an individual presumed to be a Kohen may not be a Kohen? What evidence is necessary to prove

kehuna?
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A Kohen is Biblically forbidden to a divorcee, a zonah, or a chalalah and must divorce such a woman, even in
a case of safek. A woman who had chalitza performed on her is Rabbinically forbidden to a Kohen and if the

Kohen married such a woman, ex post facto, they need not get divorced.
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A zonah is a woman who either is not Jewish or is Jewish but either had relations with someone forbidden to

everyone or to a chalal.
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A young lady had relations with a Kohen and became pregnant. Before she became visibly pregnant, she
married another male. When it became clear she already had relations and was pregnant, she was dismissed

from her husband and now wants to marry the original Kohen.
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There is a disagreement in a case where a man married a woman assuming she never had relations and it turns
out she had relations. The Rambam believes it is a valid marriage and the woman needs a get. Tosafos thinks
the marriage is valid m’safek and therefor, she would need a get m’safek. Thus, in our case, since the woman
needs a get, either definitively according to the Rambam or m’safek according to Tosafos, she cannot
subsequently marry a Kohen.

To avoid embarrassment for the child, one could theoretically advise the woman to civilly marry the Kohen
and then get civilly divorced. Civil marriage is not halachically valid but it would give the appearance that the
child has a father. However, because this advice looks like we are manipulating the civil court system and may

cause a Chillul Hashem, we cannot take this course of action.
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The Gemara says that the child of relations between a non-Jew or an eved and a Jewish woman is allowed to
marry Jews. However, some think (if the child is female), she may not marry a Kohen. I am not sure.

() What principles undetlie the Rif’s doubt?
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The child of relations between a non-Jew or an eved and a Jewish woman allowed to marry any Jew. The child
of relations between a non-Jew or an eved and a female mamzeres is a mamzer (or mamzeres, depending on
the child’s gender). The child of relations between a mamzer and a non-Jewish woman is not Jewish and if he

or she converts, he or she can marry a non-Kohen, like any convert.
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The child of relations between a non-Jew and a female mamzeres is a mamzer (or mamzeres, depending on the
child’s gender). The child of relations between a non-Jew and a Jewish woman may marry a non-Kohen but

not a Kohen.

() What principle is the 711NV [n71w working with? How, if at all, is this consistent with

previously cited sources?
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This is a machlokes. I believe that if this woman marries a Kohen, ex post facto, we do not force them

.to divorce
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Ex post facto, if a father abandoned Torah, or was raised non-Orthodox, we need not believe him if he says he
is a Kohen to force his son to divorce someone whom a Kohen may not marry. I am very uncertain however if

this marriage would be permitted initially or only in an ex post facto manner.
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A Jewish male wishes to marry a Jewish female whom her mother says came from her and a non-Jewish father.

However, the Jewish male thinks, based on what he heard from his father, that he is a Kohen. However, further
investigation reveals that the father was not necessarily religious and never performed Birkas Kohanim.
Additionally, an elder who knows the family says the family was not Kohanim but received the title as a sign

of respect.
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The Beis Din allowed the marriage on a number of grounds. First, it is very unclear if the father is really a
Kohen. Second, the Maharshdam believes no Kohen today is certainly a Kohen. Third, we do not have certain
evidence that the female’s father was a non-Jew. Since the woman already is pregnant from the man, even
though they are not yet married, this has the status of ex post facto. As such, if Rav Ovadia Yosef agrees, we

will allow them to marry.

() Is this point that since she is pregnant, the case is ex post facto, universally accepted?

09X "n2wn M

"1 91T DOWRanT ORI PNAY RINPTT RAD2 HYAW LR"DOW 170 002 5720 DURRNY ,PNAY W 932 Ny (R
TMIAD N2 PRY N20W 2"2n77 NYTO 1997 XAWY L1 R RAWw ,5P07 XP¥O0 P90 7"12 WOw ayun ,0ny 1150 70 AR)
nanw |12 w31 (2 10) PYITRR 1YITNA R 2" .0"an0n nyTa (70") ¥R A0 nan 1 w'hY ,annad
A0 °37221 .7272 D107 7" IR L QORI P2ITA NVT 1OW 2N C1RAT A0 SPAIT 0°I077 197 .10 AR 7Iwd
70D WD N2AW A0 NYTW 1200 ,aRT %12 27 ,(V0 PD) 721wna R Ao Pt ,ano (0 p"'o 7 D)
DY WRAY ,RIOW 1" 2w ,(1 77) D173 2R 02w 721w 79727 WD IRMT W1 K27 oW A0 °31am
TRYTY (O PRI 2100w HYY W'Y A0 AWRT 197 .°7 RPODNT 7007 97272 110197 X122 W A0 PIain
RAW 1719 RITW 9"NRY ,295 172 1NIPR N0 RAW 9P ®P¥00 p0 w1 712 AnvmY .87 1272 DIAR RAOM A0
NATWw WK NYTO POD (10 APY0 T 1021 ,1° Y01 7 AP0 1T 12°02) YW 11w 5"YRY 5D 1R AR a7man

D) 7"V 17972 PAIna RTAT 1 WA0Y 100 NYT TA1 AR XPPO0 POD 13°72VT QNNRT N0 AT L0070
A"m LT 7" 2"m) 2°%v0 29 nMwar .(2"Y 25P A7 '0 N3IYRn) NI972 27 1902 01 A 27 PIRAT 201 ,(3 NIX a1
n"572"n21,7"y "7 v "0 TR R"A) PR 21D N"IW KMDYDIAR PN 227 PRXT 2" (7170 7" 7m0 PO 7''vn
'Yn) 7770 WA 2O DAY 19021 (0 V0 7M1PR) 20 1T 0T MYOKR M nawn nMwa 2" (7" 2"opT A'nay Y




8
PoOn 8"y 712 "™ oW "9 .7 (T 0 7"1m) RV 09 n™way (20 7)) AR AT e "W (T NIR ©

LT RWIT DORWAW 937 RpPDD

I agree. Assuming that the bride’s father is a non-Jew, even though the Shulchan Aruch poskins the child may
not marry a Kohen, this is a dispute and has the status of safek. Since it is a safek if the father is a Kohen and

even if he is a Kohen, it is a safek if she cannot marry him, we can permit them to marry.
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A person is not believed to say he is a Kohen, neither to say Birkas Kohanim, nor to have the first Torah
reading.
Note: There are those who say that he is believed since we are not discussing Biblical Terumah. This is our

custom.
() What is the dispute between the Shulchan Aruch and the Rama?
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A Kohen who marries a divorcee is not believed to say he is not a Kohen and if possible, we force them to

divorce.

() Why is a person, in the last source, believed to say he is a Kohen, but not believed here

to say he is not a Kohen?




