Pestilence & the Sword - Jews & Gentiles in the Babylonian Haggadah.
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1) Unique, Two-Part Exegesis

Standard Haggadah Text (ed. Safrai & Safrai, pp. 220-2)
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"By a mighty hand" — this refers to the pestilence, as it is said (Exod. 9:3);
“then the hand of the Lord will strike your livestock in the fields — the
horses, the asses, the camels, the cattle, and the sheep — with a Very severe
pestilence";

"by an outstretched [nenyah] arm" — this refers to the sword, as it is said
(1 Chron. 2]:16); "with a drawn sword in his hand directed [nenqyah)
against Jerusalem",

"and awesome power [u-ve-mora gadol]" — this refers to the revelation of
the Shekhinah, as it is said (Deut. 4:34): "Or has God ventured to go and
take for Himself one nation from the midst of another by prodigious acts,
by signs and portents, by war, by a mighty hand and an outstretched arm
and awesome power [w-ve-mora'im gedolim), as the Lord your God did for
you in Egypt before your very eyes?";

"and by signs" — this is the staff, as it is said (Exod. 4:17); "And take with
you this staff, with which you shall perform the signs";

"and portents" — this refers to the blood, as it is said (Joel 3:3): "I will set
portents in the sky and on earth; blood and fire and pillars of smoke",

Davar aher [another explanation]: "by a mighty hand" denotes two; "by an
outstretched arm” denotes two; "and awesome power” denotes two: "and
by signs" denotes two; "and portents" denotes two. These are the ten
plagues thai the Omnipresent brought upon the Egyptians in iF.g-.:.'pT."i

2) Begging the Question

Midrash Tannaim, ed. Hoffman, p. 173 n. 9
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And behold pestilence was the fifth plague, and was
performed by God Himself. Likewise, the tenth plague
- “the sword” - this is the plague of the firstborn. And
thus our midrash, [just] after it said “rather it was God
Himself,” explicated “with a mighty hand and with an
outstretched arm,” as referring to pestilence and the
plague of the firstborn.

Ra'avan (R. Eliezer b. Natan of Mainz, 1090-1170 CE), Commentary to Hagadah
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3) Blood

[And with signs] this is the staff — With which Moshe
performed the signs.

R. Aharon ha-Kohen of Lunel, Orchot Chayyim 1, Seder Leil Pesach (13th-14" century CE, Provence)
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the Nile, but rather to that it turned to blood upon dry ground, when
he performed the signs in front of the entire nation, that via the sign
all of Israel believed in him.

Exodus 4:9 (ca. 1250 BCE)
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4) The Staff

And it shall come to pass, if they will not believe even these two
signs, and shall not listen to your voice, that you shall take from the
water of the river, and pour it onto the dry land; and the water that
you take out of the river shall become blood upon the dry land.

Exodus 4:2-5 (ca. 1250 BCE)
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replied.
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Y PN appeared to you.”

2Then the Lord said to him, “What is that in your hand?” “A staff,” he

3The Lord said, “Throw it on the ground.” Moses threw it on the ground
and it became a snake, and he ran from it. 4Then the Lord said to him,
“Reach out your hand and take it by the tail.” So Moses reached out and
took hold of the snake and it turned back into a staff in his hand. 5“This,”
said the Lord, “is so that they may believe that the Lord, the God of their
fathers—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob—has

Exodus 4:17 (ca. 1250 BCE) — cited in Hagadah
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But take this staff in your hand so you can perform the signs with it.

5) Revelation of the N)2W
I Samuel 2:27
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A man of God came to Eli, and said to him:
'Thus said the Lord: Did I reveal Myself to
your father's house, when they were in Egypt
[in bondage to] the House of Pharaoh?'

Tarqum Yonatan to I Samuel 2:27 (rooted in late 1+
— early 2™ century CE, Israel; redacted in 4%
century CE Babylonia)

4QSamA (4Q51) ITIb (ca. 50-25 BCE)
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6) Pestilence & the Sword
Exodus 5:3 (ca. 1250 BCE)

[....] said: 'Thus
said the Lord...

[...] were slaves
to the House of...
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Then they said, “The God of the Hebrews has met with
us. Now let us take a three-day journey into the
wilderness to offer sacrifices to the Lord our God, or he
may strike us with pestilence or with the sword.”
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