Pesach Made Easy...
or at Least Easier!
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WHAT EXACTLY IS CHAMETZ?
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SEARCH & NULLIFICATION
DESTROY OF CHOMETZ
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SELLING
CHOMETZ
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The Gemara elaborates upon the prohibition against owning
chametz:
1337 un — The Rabbis taught in a Baraisa: KW omy nyaw,,
»n;naa Ky XY — The verse states:" FOR A SEVEN-DAY PERIOD
LEAVEN SHALL NOT BE FOUND IN YOUR HOMES. % 1mbn i —
WHAT DOES [THE TORAH) TEACH with this verse? 1X1922 X5
raban-baa TRw 97 AxTRY (ynn Ao ARPUKRY),, — WHY, IT IS
ALREADY STATED: [CHAMETZ SHALL NOT BE SEEN TO YOU,] AND
LEAVEN SHALL NOT BE SEEN TO YOU IN ALL YOUR BORDERS. % Since

one’s house is included in his borders, this verse already indicates
that leaven may not be found in one’s house. "X%,, Mmxiw 0%
#RW 79 1KY — However, SINCEIT IS STATED: LEAVEN SHALL NOT
BE SEENTOYOU, 11Xy 1nx ' 79w — from which we infer that
YOURS YOU MAY NOT SEE, 1133 W) 0nK Sw 110 nx 3K —
BUT YOU MAY SEE THAT OF OTHERS [1.e. gentiles] AND THAT OF THE
MOSTHIGH [i.e. the Temple],®  mur3y — IT COULD BE thought
that ONE MAY HIDE his own chametz so that it will not be seen(
D337 P2 NwiTpd 9apn — AND that HE MAY ACCEPT DEPOSITS
FROM GENTILES, since that chametz is not his. x5, 9% 1mbn
""RY¥QY — [THE VERSE] therefore STATES: IT SHALLNOT BE FOUND, to
prohibit keeping chametz in both of those circumstances.!”
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WHY CAN T I JUST WAIT TO FIND CHOMETZ ON PESACE®
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PRACTICLE RULES FOR SEARCHING FOR CHOMETZ

1) If during the year chometz is not brought to a particular
place or area, thre is no need for it to be cleaned or checked
for chametz.
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Misfumﬁ The tractate begins with the first mitzvah associated with the Passover festival — the search for
chametz:

TWY 239X MR — The night of the fourteenth of Nissan!t 137 NXY YN NX PRI — we search for the

chametz by the light of a candle.® AR Y PR YRG 2 PO PRW mpn b3 — Any place into which chametz

is not usually brought does not require searching.®’  1anx 113y -~ Then in what instance did {the Sages] say

below: AnIN3 MW Y — Two rows of a wine cellar must be searched? Ie. since no search is needed in a place

into which chametz is not brought, how do we account for the law given below in the Mishnah that two rows of a wine

cellar must be searched?®  yynia P'onIRY mpa — It refers to a place, i.e. a type of wine cellar, into which chametz

is brought.®
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2) If an item is not used on Pesach, there is no need for it to be

cleaned or checked, provided it will be sealed away and the
chametz on it sold.

3) Crumbs that are inedible even by a dog are not considered
chametz, even if they are bigger than a k’zias (30 grams).
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4) There is no need to check for crumbs less than a k’zias if
they are dirty or soiled and wouldn’t be edible by a human.
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Therefore, we are searching only for...
e Chametz that will be exposed on Pesach

Chametz which is less than a k’zias and edible by a human
Chametz which is more than a k’zias and edible by a dog




