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History 
The Time of Sefira 
Historically 

70-135CE

1. Siddur


הרַָחמֲןָ הוּא יחֲַזִיר לָנוּ עֲבוֹדַת בֵּית המִַּקְדָּשׁ למְִקוֹמהָּ, בּמִהְרֵָה בְימֵָינוּ אמָןֵ סֶלהָ .


�

135—1096CE

2. Talmud Bavli, Yevamos 62b


� 
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1096-1146CE

3. Levush HaTecheiles, R. Mordechai Yaffe



�


�

4. Turei Zahav, OC 493:sk 2

וי"ל דודאי העיקר שאחר ל"ג בעומר לא מתו ואפ"ה נוהגים קצת אבילות מחמת גזרת תתנ"ו שהיתה 

באשכנז בין פסח לעצר' כמו שמפורש ביוצרות ופיוטים שאנו אומרים בשבתות ההם שהם נתיסדו כמו 
קינות כנלע"ד טעם המנהג שלנו שאין נושאין אחר ל"ג בעומר אבל להסתפר ודאי שרי אחר ל"ג בעומר 

שמחמת גזירה זו לא החמירו אלא בשמחה יתירה של נישואין מה שאין כן קודם ל"ג בעומר שמתו 
תלמידי ר' עקיבא ומוטל על כל העולם להתאבל בשבילם החמירו טפי אפילו בתספורת. בהג"מל כתוב 


באם חל ר"ח אייר בשבת נושאין בו:
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1648-1649

5. Pinkus HaMedina, Pinkus Vaad Kehilos Harishonos Bemidinas Lita

Meeting Adar 1650

� 


� 


The Uniqueness of Lag BaOmer 

The Beginning of the Revolt


6. War of the Jews, Josephus Flavius, Chapter 14-15
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4. Now at this time it happened that the Grecians at Cesarea had 
been too hard for the Jews, and had obtained of Nero the 
government of the city, and had brought the judicial 
determination: at the same time began the war, in the twelfth 
year of the reign of Nero, and the seventeenth of the reign of 
Agrippa, in the month of Artemisins [Jyar.] Now the occasion 
of this war was by no means proportionable to those heavy 
calamities which it brought upon us. For the Jews that dwelt at 
Cesarea had a synagogue near the place, whose owner was a 
certain Cesarean Greek: the Jews had endeavored frequently to 
have purchased the possession of the place, and had offered 
many times its value for its price; but as the owner overlooked 
their offers, so did he raise other buildings upon the place, in 
way of affront to them, and made working-shops of them, and 
left them but a narrow passage, and such as was very troublesome for them to go along to their 
synagogue. Whereupon the warmer part of the Jewish youth went hastily to the workmen, and 
forbade them to build there; but as Florus would not permit them to use force, the great men of 
the Jews, with John the publican, being in the utmost distress what to do, persuaded Florus, with 
the offer of eight talents, to hinder the work. He then, being intent upon nothing but getting 
money, promised he would do for them all they desired of him, and then went away from 
Cesarea to Sebaste, and left the sedition to take its full course, as if he had sold a license to the 
Jews to fight it out.

5. Now on the next day, which was the seventh day of the week, when the Jews were crowding 
apace to their synagogue, a certain man of Cesarea, of a seditious temper, got an earthen vessel, 
and set it with the bottom upward, at the entrance of that synagogue, and sacrificed birds. This 
thing provoked the Jews to an incurable degree, because their laws were affronted, and the place 
was polluted. Whereupon the sober and moderate part of the Jews thought it proper to have 
recourse to their governors again, while the seditious part, and such as were in the fervor of their 
youth, were vehemently inflamed to fight. The seditions also among the Gentiles of Cesarea 
stood ready for the same purpose; for they had, by agreement, sent the man to sacrifice 
beforehand [as ready to support him;] so that it soon came to blows. Hereupon Jucundus, the 
master of the horse, who was ordered to prevent the fight, came thither, and took away the 
earthen vessel, and endeavored to put a stop to the sedition; but when (20) he was overcome by 
the violence of the people of Cesarea, the Jews caught up their books of the law, and retired to 
Narbata, which was a place to them belonging, distant from Cesarea sixty furlongs. But John, 
and twelve of the principal men with him, went to Florus, to Sebaste, and made a lamentable 
complaint of their case, and besought him to help them; and with all possible decency, put him in 
mind of the eight talents they had given him; but he had the men seized upon, and put in prison, 
and accused them for carrying the books of the law out of Cesarea.

6. Moreover, as to the citizens of Jerusalem, although they took this matter very ill, yet did they 
restrain their passion; but Florus acted herein as if he had been hired, and blew up the war into a 
flame, and sent some to take seventeen talents out of the sacred treasure, and pretended that 
Caesar wanted them. At this the people were in confusion immediately, and ran together to the 
temple, with prodigious clamors, and called upon Caesar by name, and besought him to free 
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them from the tyranny of Florus. Some also of the seditious cried out upon Florus, and cast the 
greatest reproaches upon him, and carried a basket about, and begged some spills of money for 
him, as for one that was destitute of possessions, and in a miserable condition. Yet was not he 
made ashamed hereby of his love of money, but was more enraged, and provoked to get still 
more; and instead of coming to Cesarea, as he ought to have done, and quenching the flame of 
war, which was beginning thence, and so taking away the occasion of any disturbances, on which 
account it was that he had received a reward [of eight talents], he marched hastily with an army 
of horsemen and footmen against Jerusalem, that he might gain his will by the arms of the 
Romans, and might, by his terror, and by his threatenings, bring the city into subjection.

7. But the people were desirous of making Florus ashamed of his attempt, and met his soldiers 
with acclamations, and put themselves in order to receive him very submissively. But he sent 
Capito, a centurion, beforehand, with fifty soldiers, to bid them go back, and not now make a 
show of receiving him in an obliging manner, whom they had so foully reproached before; and 
said that it was incumbent on them, in case they had generous souls, and were free speakers, to 
jest upon him to his face, and appear to be lovers of liberty, not only in words, but with their 
weapons also. With this message was the multitude amazed; and upon the coming of Capito's 
horsemen into the midst of them, they were dispersed before they could salute Florus, or 
manifest their submissive behavior to him. Accordingly, they retired to their own houses, and 
spent that night in fear and confusion of face.

8. Now at this time Florus took up his quarters at the palace; and on the next day he had his 
tribunal set before it, and sat upon it, when the high priests, and the men of power, and those of 
the greatest eminence in the city, came all before that tribunal; upon which Florus commanded 
them to deliver up to him those that had reproached him, and told them that they should 
themselves partake of the vengeance to them belonging, if they did not produce the criminals; 
but these demonstrated that the people were peaceably disposed, and they begged forgiveness for 
those that had spoken amiss; for that it was no wonder at all that in so great a multitude there 
should be some more daring than they ought to be, and, by reason of their younger age, foolish 
also; and that it was impossible to distinguish those that offended from the rest, while every one 
was sorry for what he had done, and denied it out of fear of what would follow: that he ought, 
however, to provide for the peace of the nation, and to take such counsels as might preserve the 
city for the Romans, and rather for the sake of a great number of innocent people to forgive a few 
that were guilty, than for the sake of a few of the wicked to put so large and good a body of men 
into disorder.

9. Florus was more provoked at this, and called out aloud to the soldiers to plunder that which 
was called the Upper Market-place, and to slay such as they met with. So the soldiers, taking this 
exhortation of their commander in a sense agreeable to their desire of gain, did not only plunder 
the place they were sent to, but forcing themselves into every house, they slew its inhabitants; so 
the citizens fled along the narrow lanes, and the soldiers slew those that they caught, and no 
method of plunder was omitted; they also caught many of the quiet people, and brought them 
before Florus, whom he first chastised with stripes, and then crucified. Accordingly, the whole 
number of those that were destroyed that day, with their wives and children, (for they did not 
spare even the infants themselves,) was about three thousand and six hundred. And what made 
this calamity the heavier was this new method of Roman barbarity; for Florus ventured then to 
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do what no one had done before, that is, to have men of the equestrian order whipped (21) and 
nailed to the cross before his tribunal; who, although they were by birth Jews, yet were they of 
Roman dignity notwithstanding.

2. This happened upon the sixteenth day of the month Artemisius [Jyar]. Now, on the next 
day, the multitude, who were in a great agony, ran together to the Upper Market-place, and made 
the loudest lamentations for those that had perished; and the greatest part of the cries were such 
as reflected on Florus; at which the men of power were aftrighted, together with the high priests, 
and rent their garments, and fell down before each of them, and besought them to leave off, and 
not to provoke Florus to some incurable procedure, besides what they had already suffered. 
Accordingly, the multitude complied immediately, out of reverence to those that had desired it of 
them, and out of the hope they had that Florus would do them no more injuries.

Cessation of Death

7. Sefer Hamanhig, Pesach Se’if 106

� 


8. Beis HaBechira, Yevamos 62b


� 	
	 

9. Maharil, Dinei Hayamim Bein Pesach L’Shavuos Siman 7


�  of �6 11

http://sacred-texts.com/jud/josephus/war-2.htm#EndNote%20War%202.21b


� 

Question: How does that make it a day of joy? 
First Day of the Flood 
10. Bereishis 7:11

בִּשְׁנתַ שֵׁשׁ־מֵאוֹת שָׁנהָ לחְַיֵּי־נחַֹ בּחַֹדֶשׁ הַשֵּׁנִי בְּשִׁבעְהָ־עָשׂרָ יוֹם לחַֹדֶשׁ בַּיּוֹם הַזּהֶ נִבְקְעוּ כָּל־מעְַיְנתֹ תּהְוֹם 


רַבּהָ וַארֲֻבּתֹ הַשׁמַָּיםִ נִפתְּחָוּ׃

11. Talmud Bavli, Rosh Hashana 11b


The First Day of the Manna 
12. Responsa Chasam Sofer, YD 233


� 


And Rabbi Eliezer and Rabbi Yehoshua follow their lines ofreasoning, as they 
disagreed about this same issue in another context as well.As it is taught in 
a baraita: “In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, in the second month, on 
the seventeenth day of the month, on that day were all the fountains of the 
great deep broken open, and the windows of heaven were opened” (Genesis 
7:11). Rabbi Yehoshua says: That day was the seventeenth of Iyyar, the 
second month of the year counting from Nisan, which is the day that the 
constellation of Kima sets during the day and the season that the springs 
diminish with the increased heat. But because the people of the generation 
of the flood changed their actions for the worse, the Holy One, Blessed be 
He, changed for them the acts of Creation, and instead of Kimasetting, He 
caused the constellation of Kima to rise during the day and He removed two 
stars from Kima, and in this way He brought a flood to the world.

דתניא (בראשית ז, יא) 
בשנת שש מאות שנה 
לחיי נח בחדש השני 

בשבעה עשר יום לחדש 
רבי יהושע אומר אותו 

היום י"ז באייר היה יום 
שמזל כימה שוקע ביום 

ומעינות מתמעטין ומתוך 
ששינו מעשיהן שינה 

הקב"ה עליהם מעשה 
בראשית והעלה מזל 
כימה ביום ונטל שני 

כוכבים מכימה והביא 
מבול לעולם
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Bar Kochba’s Rebellion 
13. Dr Yom Tov Levenski, Sefer HaMoadim

� 


 
This coin happens to be an exceptional example; it is dated to the second year of the 
revolt (A.D. 133/4) by its inscription, which reads, “Year two of the freedom of Israel.” 
The coin features the olive wreath/one-handled jug design, and is so well struck that no 
traces of its undertype remain. 
https://www.ngccoin.com/news/article/2494/The-Coinage-of-Bar-Kokhba/  

�  of �8 11

https://www.ngccoin.com/news/article/2494/The-Coinage-of-Bar-Kokhba/


The Day of Continuation 
14. Chida, Sefer Tov Ayiv, OC 493 


!

Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai’s Hilula 
15. Zohar, Haazinu, Idra Zuta 

 !

16.Sulam, ad loc. 

 !

17.Admor Hazaken, R. Schneur Zalman of Liadi
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18. Bnei Yissachar, Mamrei Chodesh Iyar, Siman 3 

!  

Hod Shebehod 
19. Responsa Chasam Sofer, YD 233


� 
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