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Wiouk is wholly 3 Mew York Clly product, He was born on May 27

1915, to Russian-Jewish parents who bad emigrated from Minsk, He

attended public schools in the Bronx and later was gradusted from
Columbea University 0 Manhatian & Columbia he took courses in
comparative literature and philosophy . He ediled the undergraduate humor
magazine, Jester and wrole varsity musicals, obtaining his B A degr

the age of nineleen, in 1834, Wouk's faciily for wiiting humaor led 1o work in
the field of radio comegy  For five years, from 1938 to 1847 he was & siaff
writer for Fred Allen. In June 1941, Wouk went to %ﬁf%%‘e&gm% A% 4
doligr-g-year man, to write radio scripis for the war-bond selling campsaign

of the U S Treasury.

in December 1841, afier the attack on Peasl Harbor, he joined the

Wavy. and attended mudshiprnan school al Colurmbia Univarsidy, angd
communications schood at Annapolis. In February 1943 Wouk reported o
the U 5 8 Zane, s World War | four-piper refitied as a
destrover-mineswespsr . al anchiyr in 2 South Pacific harbor near
Guadalcanal. He {ook part in eight Pacific mvasions. earing severat battle
stars. When the war ended he was the executive officer on the Southard,
a simitar vessel, Wouk was (o relisve the captain when the vessel was lost

in & typhoon on Okinawa, in Oclober 1945, A year earlier, during a Navy
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For students of American history, and particularly of Amernican Jewish
history, Woul’s significance lies not in his contribution to American
literature or to the history of World War 11. Rather it is in his definition
of American Jewish idenrity. In his analysis of Marjorie Morningsiar,
Fiedler remarks that Wouk seeks an end to “surly intransigence among
the Jews.” Wouk’s view of American Jewish identity goes far beyond
that. In six novels and in a preface 1o the letters of Jonathan Netanyahu,
the hero of the Israel rescue of the lewish hostages ar Entebee in 1976,
Wouk articulatres a symbiosis between American identity and Jewish
identity, an intertwining of American and Jewish fates in which the Jew
is a patriot and the preeminent defender of American institutions and
values, Wouk’s own life anricipared this effore”
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