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1. Why are these conversations about work or arcane topics such party killers?
2. What other activities kill the vibe of a party? Why?
3. What activities promote the party vibe?

Parshat Vayakel
The Sabbath
35:1 Moses assembled the entire Israelite community and said to them, 'These are the words that God has commanded for [you] to do: 35:2 'You may do work during the six weekdays, but Saturday must be kept holy as a Sabbath of Sabbaths to God. Whoever does any work on [that day] shall be put to death. 35:3 Do not ignite any fire on the Sabbath, no matter where you may live.'

4) Why is igniting fire being separated out from the 39 melachot - prohibited forms of work?
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5) What holiday allows you to cook?
6) Why would you think that Shabbat should be the same?

Sephorno – Vayikra 23:1
…The Torah spoke of the festivals, days on which one abstains from the pursuit of secular matters. On some of these days one has to abstain from such activities completely, on others only partially. For instance, on the Sabbath as well as on the Day of Atonement there is a total cessation of everything which is called מלאכה, work, in the sense of a productive activity. These days are meant for us to occupy ourselves exclusively with Torah and other sacred tasks. To this effect the Torah wrote (Exodus 20,9-10) “you shall labour for six days and conduct all your activities, whereas the seventh day is a Sabbath of the Lord your God.” On that day your activities should concern spiritual matters. On some of the days described as holy convocations there is a partial prohibition of work, desisting basically from the kind of activity related to the kind of labour involved in earning one’s livelihood. One is to enjoy these days. Concerning such days, our sages coined the phrase חציה לה' וחציה לכם, “half for God and half for you.” (Pesachim 68) There is no doubt that when the Jewish people conduct themselves in this fashion that the Divine Presence will be at home among them….
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3, NRWT D3 DPNAYN K33 WX 1A K9 WOU SHALL NOTINDLE KN

YOUR DWELLINGS ON THE SABBATH DAY. e L

(The Talmud (Shabbos 97b) teaches that the general prohibition of “work” on the Sabbat
mentioned in the previous verse includes all thirty-nine types of work thaf, were performed in the
Tabernacle — one of which is to kindle a fire. If so, why does this verse single out the particular
work of “kindling,” which was already included? Ramban explains:'7]
wH3 b3k Naxhn D3 nawa ARy wen i 2inan v - The purpose of this verse is surely to forbid
on the Sabbath even work involving the preparation of food.® 7 TaxYn 12 nwivy 597 My
— For it says in the preceding verse, Whoever does work on it shall be put to death,
3 bwah onb nioxb wx na My k5w - and it now commands that they shall also not kindle

fire to bake bread or to cook meat,’  5axn b ¥ WK ' — because fire is necessary for
the preparation of all food.>°
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