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Class # 18 Parshat Mishpatim -Holidays 101: Moshe's first presentation of the 3 Festivals
Advanced Fellowship Parsha Class - Sponsored in memory of Alice Toby Barbanel Z”l
Rabbi Pinny Rosenthal - prepared collaboratively with Rabbi Yoni Sacks

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=56fngopihOo
1) [bookmark: _GoBack]How would most people celebrate their victory, if they were in Chris Gardner shoes?
2) Who would be invited?
3) Where would the celebration be held?

Pashat Mishpatim
23:8 Do not accept bribery. Bribery blinds the clear-sighted and twists the words of the just. 23:9 Do not oppress a foreigner. You know how it feels to be a foreigner, for you were foreigners in Egypt. 23:10 You may plant your land for six years and gather its crops. 23:11 But during the seventh year, you must leave it alone and withdraw from it. The needy among you will then be able to eat [from your fields] just as you do, and whatever is left over can be eaten by wild animals. This also applies to your vineyard and your olive grove. 23:12 You may do whatever you must during the six week days, but you must stop on Saturday. Your donkey and ox must then be able to rest, and your maid's son and the foreigner must be able to relax. 23:13 Be very careful to keep everything I have said to you.
Do not pronounce the name of another deity. You must not let it be heard through your mouth.
23:14 Offer a sacrifice to Me three times each year. 23:15 Keep the Festival of Matzahs. Eat matzahs for seven days, as I commanded you, during the prescribed time in the month of standing grain, since this is when you left Egypt.
Do not appear before Me empty-handed.
23:16 [Also keep] the Reaping Festival, through the first fruits of your produce that you planted in the field. [There is also] the Harvest Festival [right after] the end of the year, when you gather your produce from the field. 23:17 Three times each year, every male among you must appear before God, Master [of the Universe]. 23:18 Do not sacrifice the blood of My [Passover] offering in the presence of leavened bread.
Do not allow the fat of My offering to remain overnight until morning.
23:19 Bring your first fruits to the Temple of God your Lord.
Do not cook meat in milk, [even] that of its mother.

1) What is challenging of the flow of these mishpatim?
2) What mitzvah does not feel like a mishpat?
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[Wh;; an:‘l N2X) ~ AND THESE ARE THE JUDGMENTS.]
/ 0 P ’
o e all the commandments of the Torah, does God gives these laws at this point?’ Ramban

o
3};31;5312;(529}32 :’;lu?‘,”"f?ﬂ 79X nyv — The reason for And these are the Jjudgments that you
people] the “judgm eT Is  owownn onh opay 1y 1 - that [God] wanted to present to [the
B0 For s Se:nt hs (m.onetary laws) first.  ny*a WX MATI NN2TI NPYI T 'vax: -
knowledge about G dat since in the Ten Statements the first Statement was regardmg
prohibition against ‘(:1 1 T ATAy Moxa uwm - and the second was regarding the
continued and com ldolatry,  “nnwxn onx Hxqwr 13 Yx KN o YR DK TN W — [God] then
She Children of Isrma;m‘ied Moses after the Ten Statements were given, “So shall yg‘u/aay to
20:19) i 1’pae s .You have seen that from the heavens I have spoken to'you above,
e PR 19X niYna Mo axw b 03% umw Ty nnx oempow — meaning that “you
should warx‘x t.hem further that they should pay attention to what they have seen and they
should be vigilant about these commandments that I have commanded them” — onx~ 3
77 M X7 1333 X Pwyn X5 M58 a7 7333 ,»on'R1 — for You have seen corresponds to the
first Statement, I am Hasuey, your God . . ., and you shall not make with Me, gods of silver and
gods of gold, you shall not make for yourselves (above, 20:20) corresponds to the second
Statement, There shall not be to you other gods in My presence — 1 amay pw owas — in
order to complete the subject of idolatry.>?  1nn X% 133 "owownn AYXy — Similarly, And
these are the judgments corresponds to the tenth Statement, You shall not covet. x5 nx 33
TaRa KW TTWT N30 vswn oIxg v - For if a person does not know the law govern-
ing a house or a field or other property,  tayy% mmpn WM HY XMW 2wm — he will
think that it is rightfully his and he will covet it and take it for himself?  mwn mx 3255
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7 T B9 MKW 0 YT K9] ,BTPR DOIK oy oYY DRV onf — Therefore He said to Moses,
“Place before them just judghehts that they should practice among themselves, and thereby
they will not covet what is not legally theirs.”

[Ramban cites a statement of the Sages:]
727 w™m3a 1K 13 - And thus did [the Sages] say in Midrash Rabbah: bR 73 TN 53
vswns — The entire Torah depends on monetary laws;  Dwy os T xin 3 YITRA 103 127
ninaTa — therefore the Holy One, Blessed is He, gave the monetary 1aws immediately after the
Ten Statements (see Shemos Rabbah 30:15).°

[Ramban shows that this pattern can indeed be seen in other laws mentioned in our passage:]
MKIM MY A¥T AN 1 minya vewnd progwnn T7X3 v 1 - And similarly He
elaborates in this Torah-portion of Eilleh HaMishpatim the law pertaining to idolatry
(below, 22:19), honoring one’s father (below, vv. 15, 17), murder (vV. 12-14) and illicit rela-
tions,® NN3TA NYWY3 DM~ which are all mentioned in the Ten Statements.”

[Ramban now focuses on the expression before them in our verse:
ona nph X9 7’ W - [The Sages] expounded from the expression before them: Before
them, but not before non-Jews (Gittin 88b; Midrash Tanchuma, Mishpatim 6 [see also 3]). En
o DWn WK Aptb nxn mw — What prompts this exposition? For it would have been more
fitting to say, “These aré the judgments that you shall place for them,” pni?DwDW” MKV n3
~ppwn) — just as [Scripture] said above, there He established (lit., placed) “for” the nation a
decree and a judgment” (above, 15:25), mprph” MK - yet it said here instead “before”
them.? DY YY pnw — This indicates that they, Israelites, should be the judges, by 12
hin Twha X322 poywn — for it is in connection with a judge that this expression (“pefore”) is
used, as in the following verses: YLV BRI 1Y M 1pY aM7 D WX DWIKD WY YT -

n the two men [and those] who have the grievance will stand “be'fore"’ Hasmsrv‘t, “béforé""the

The//’//
N D DR e e 4y o fundamentals of interpersonal rela
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