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Class # 36– Parshat Mattot -Masai – Nathan's Hot Dog Eating Contest , Kashering and immersing in the mikveh
Advanced Fellowship Parsha Class - Sponsored in memory of Alice Toby Barbanel Z”l Rabbi Pinny Rosenthal
2017 Nathan's Hot Dog Eating Contest - Joey Chestnut Wins 10th Title
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PIq-iiwVeBs

1. How is the Hot Dog eating contest related to the 4th of July?
2. Why is there so much enthusiasm related to this contest?

Laws of the resting on Yom Tov - Ch. 6:17

It is forbidden to fast or recite eulogies  on the seven days of Pesach, the eight days of Sukkot, and the other holidays. On these days, a person is obligated to be happy and in good spirits; he, his children, his wife, the members of his household, and all those who depend on him, as [Deuteronomy 16:14] states: "And you shall rejoice in your festivals."
The "rejoicing" mentioned in the verse refers to sacrificing peace offerings, as will be explained in Hilchot Chaggigah. Nevertheless, included in [this charge to] rejoice is that he, his children, and the members of his household should rejoice, each one in a manner appropriate for him.

6:18
What is implied? Children should be given roasted seeds, nuts, and sweets. For women, one should buy attractive clothes and jewelry according to one's financial capacity. Men should eat meat and drink wine, for there is no happiness without partaking of meat,nor is there happiness without partaking of wine.
When a person eats and drinks [in celebration of a holiday], he is obligated to feed converts, orphans, widows, and others who are destitute and poor. In contrast, a person who locks the gates of his courtyard and eats and drinks with his children and his wife, without feeding the poor and the embittered, is [not indulging in] rejoicing associated with a mitzvah, but rather the rejoicing of his gut.
And with regard to such a person [the verse, Hoshea 9:4] is applied: "Their sacrifices will be like the bread of mourners, all that partake thereof shall become impure, for they [kept] their bread for themselves alone." This happiness is a disgrace for them, as [implied by Malachi 2:3]: "I will spread dung on your faces, the dung of your festival celebrations."










Purification After the War against Midian
31:19 'You must now remain outside the camp for seven days. Whoever killed a person or touched a corpse must purify himself on the third and seventh days. As far as you and your captives are concerned, 31:20 every garment, every leather article, anything made of goat products, and every wooden article, must undergo such purification.'

31:21 Eleazar the priest said to the soldiers returning from the campaign: This is the rule that God commanded Moses: 31:22 As far as the gold, silver, copper, iron, tin and lead are concerned, 31:23 whatever was used over fire must be brought over fire and purged, and [then] purified with the sprinkling water. However, that which was not used over fire need only be immersed in a mikvah. 31:24 You yourselves must also immerse [your bodies and] your garments on the seventh day, and you will then be clean so that you can enter the camp.

Kashering vessel which have non-kosher absorbed into them 
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Immersion in the mikveh – Rambam, laws of forbidden foods Ch. 17:5
[bookmark: footnoteRef19a968273]The immersion of the dinnerware that is purchased from gentiles to allow it to be used for eating and drinking is not associated with ritual purity and impurity. Instead, it is a Rabbinic decree.19
[bookmark: footnoteRef20a968273][bookmark: footnoteRef21a968273]There is an allusion20 to this [in Numbers 31:23 that describes Moses' instructions with regard to the spoils taken from Midian:] "Everything that can be passed through fire, you shall pass through fire and it will become pure." According to the Oral Tradition, we learned that the verse is speaking only about purifying [the utensils] from gentile cooking, not from ritual impurity. For there is no ritually impurity that is dispelled by fire. All those who are impure ascend from their impurity through immersion and the impurity stemming from [contact with] a human corpse is [dispelled] through the sprinkling [of water and the ashes of the red heifer]. There is no concept of fire [employed in this context], rather [it is employed] with regard to purification from gentile cooking. Since the verse states "and it will become pure," our Sages said: "Add to it another dimension of purity after passing it through fire to cause it to be permitted because [of its contact] with gentile cooking."21

[bookmark: _GoBack]Jimmy Kimmel and the Bar Mitzvah
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kF17M-m-Jv0

Leviticus 20:25-26
So you shall set apart the clean beast from the unclean, the unclean bird from the clean. You shall not draw abomination upon yourselves through beast or bird or anything with which the ground is alive, which I have set apart for you to treat as unclean. You shall be holy to Me, for I the LORD am holy, and I have set you apart from other peoples to be Mine. 

image1.emf

image2.png
manhattan jewish experience




