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1. What does intense combat do to the soldier’s psyche? 
2. What other behaviors would you expect from a combat soldier between battles?

The Army Camp
23:10 When you go out as a camp against your enemies, you must avoid everything evil. 23:11 Therefore, if a man is unclean because of a nocturnal emission, he must leave the camp and remain outside. 23:12 Toward evening he must immerse in a mikvah, and then, when the sun sets, he can enter the camp. 23:13 You must designate a place outside the camp to use as a lavatory. 23:14 You must also keep a trowel with your weapons, so that when you have to sit down to relieve yourself, you will first dig a hole with it, and then sit down, [and finally,] cover your excrement. 23:15 This is because God your Lord walks [makes his presence known] in your camp, so as to deliver you and grant you victory over your enemy,  let Him not find anything unseemly among you and turn away from you. 


Laws of Kings and Wars 6:15
...Once a soldier enters the throes of battle, he should rely on the Hope of Israel and their Savior in times of need. He should realize that he is fighting for the sake of the oneness of God's Name. Therefore, he should place his soul in his hand and not show fright or fear.
He should not worry about his wife or children. On the contrary, he should wipe their memory from his heart, removing all thoughts from his mind except the war…...In contrast, anyone who fights with his entire heart, without fear, with the intention of sanctifying God's name alone, can be assured that he will find no harm, nor will bad overtake him. He will be granted a proper family in Israel and gather merit for himself and his children forever. He will also merit eternal life in the world to come as I Samuel 25:28-29 states: 'God will certainly make my lord a faithful house, for my lord fights the wars of God and evil will not be found with you... and my lord's soul will be bound in a bond of life with God.'
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___———————RAMBAN ELUCIDATED
10.37737 Yoy nWN - WHEN A CAMP GOES OUT AGAINST YOUR ENEMIES, YOU SHALL

GUARD AGAINST ANYTHING EVIL.

Wy isit pecifieally in the context of war that Seripture says we are Lo beware “evil” (ie., 5in)?%
Does this abligation not apply at all times? Ramban cites Rashi:]
307 NYY3 AWPR TOWTY — For the Satan (i.e., the heavenly Accuser) prosecutes people for their
sing with extra determination at a time of danger.®®
v - The above is  quote from Rashi.

[Ramban proffers his own explanation:]
= num KO WK KNTT NP3 AN NI 23 DK MYmT V3 1937 - The most sound explanation
regarding this commandment to “beware evil” in an army camp is that Scripture gives a spe-
dal warning®’ concerning that time (ie., time of battle), when sin is common.® nem
navin by ¥k 93, manbeY My niagp x73 - For it is known about the norms of military
camps that they eat all kinds of abominations for food, M2 oy Wwiam K%9) 100m Hun
1531 - and they rob and seize things, and are not ashamed even to commit adultery and
ds of disgusting acts. VNN YY NI NRYD MM AR wam iwava oK 133 W — Even
someone who is one of the most upright among men by his nature will don the traits of
eruelty and rage when he goes out to war against his enemies. 21Ny 13 v Y bwy

. Sec below as to which particular sins Seripture  rushalmi, Shabhos 2:6), and the army camp mentioned
means here by the word “evil.” in our verse is just one example of such a situation.

8 In lime of war or other danger, one is in need| “prohibition.” According to Ramban, then, the
¢ial Divine proteclion to protect his life. The S8k ovides an actual prohibition against sinning, nat|

Aeser will rmint mat anv ein ha ran sn that, Gad gha good advice. Furthermore, it applies anly to the|
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"7 127 b5% pyawsy — Therefore Scriplure warned concerning [the battle camp],
, that one must be especially carcfal not tn commit. any of s,
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guard against anything evil, i
sins that are prevalent during war.
[What “evil” is Seripture prohibiting for us here? Ramban explains:]
iy Yam Ko s Lyl 777 591 - According to the plain way of interpretation, [this admop;,
tion] to guard against “evil” is a prohibition against cngugig in all acts forbidden by the Torgy,

[Ramban cites the Sages' definition of the “evil” in our verse:]
PREYB3Y .. MU MKBYI WS T 751 137 538 paopy.

19031 — And in Sifvei it is taught:**

sy ot mabn 13 2ngy — You shall guard against anything evil — 1 might infer thay
Seripture is talking about precepts of lesser severity such as the laws of avoiding contact wig)
unclean and clean items® and separating tithes before cating produce; to teach otherwise
Scripture states (see v. 15), @ shamefiel thing (lit., nekedness).” 12y niayh pm mmy xox b ™
97127 521 Ny M b0 ,0wT ndyp) 0 MY nirw noN 1Y — I know only that a sin of
“nakedness” is included in this prohibition; from where do T knaw to include the sins of jdo]

warship, sexual immorality,” murder and cursing the Name of God? Scripture thercfore
RITLI PRRLS 513 751 137 Yo mgr

states, You shall guard against “anything” evil
" Mt Tmbn Anwwna - But if we arc basing oursclves an the words You shall guard

against “anything” evil, it might be thought once again that Scriptare is talking about abserving
the laws of avoiding contact with clean and unclean ilems and separating tithes before eating
‘produce; Lo teach otherswise the Torah states, a shameful thing (1it., nakedness), to teach us a5
follaws:  phomn EmyID hy 193 Y 53 QO APIUT DK P20R D3 vy 13y gy M gy e
o i - Just as nakedness (i.c., sexual immorality) is distinctive in that it is an action for
which the Canuanites were exiled*” and in that it causes the Divine Presence to depart, so

89. See Ramban’s Addenda to Rambam's Sefer Ha-  92. [The words nyy 53, sexual immorality, do nol
Mitzons (Negative Commandments §11) for a further  appear in our versions of Sifrei, and are apparently
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— I
ofthe reason that is stated (v. 15),  wTp nymamy wpwin'y way oanm T3 umY - viz.,
el Ly Ho bo blessed, walks with us to rescue us,” and the eamp s holy, _ m0)
hat 'H‘ 01 K9 4rytwy YA X3 73 WP 1A 1Y - and so that our heart be dircoted
2 One, blossed is He, and we must hope for His salvation and not ely on “an
o b o 2 My 3 s o33 373 21— And this s the reason, os wel,
wndt 06 et of 2 lavatory autside the camp and fo the covering of the exerement,
for e €5 camp in its entirety is like a sanctuary of God.® b atpyl 1o wpon
iz b fihe carap] we may derive the law with regard toa place of prayer, X3 2 pr3U
AdfrOn et iy y37 - thiat we are to distance ourseles from excrement a distance of
ki not nfront of us aad s fae as the oyescan see when;t s n routof us
g s Lh “lain” meania o thase vrsos Ramban ies th Sages understandicg of
et segusting 1 man vho xgerionced o nocturnal acurrence and rogarding the
qovering of excrement:]

aunpn ny RS TANET 2 By xm XS Y yime bk KYY WwTD 13RY o3t i) bax
. But our Sages, of blessed memory, expound the double phrase in our verse, he shall
o outside the eamp and ke shall not cnter the midst of the camp, to refer to the Levite
£ o and o the Camp of the Divine Presence (Pesachim 63a; Sifrei here I, w3
Sy s 7o - L., when the Ark is with them there”  umyh mytyn o33 o

o

15 Stlistic cilation of i Chronicles 32:8, Sce 106, There were three “Camps” in the Wilderness,
o100, See slso Ramban on 20:1 above. Aeeordingto  defined by their proximity to the Tabernacle. In
{in-gen interpretation, then, the cntire army camp  descending order of sanclily these were: the Camy of
s e oftlimits o one who has had an “occurrence” the Shechinah, the Levite Camp, and the Lsraclite

inorder to foster an atmosphere of solemn dewe  in the times of the Temple in Jerusalem,
God end awareness of His presence. Our [SEITER -;:in three camps by the same names,
introduces the concept of holiness of the army proximity to the Temple]
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