Parshat Chukat & The Burning of the Talmud in 1242
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ARTSCROLL KINNOT
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wiwry o Yexw — O Torak! by fire
comigurmed, sk . Twenty-four cartlaads of the
Talmud and s commentaries were padbdicly
burned in the streets of Paris, France in the vear
1242 The evenis leading ta this tragedy zive as
2 glimpse of the tezcible persscusion which
hounded our amcestars in those dark times,

The French king, Louts [X {L236~1270], was a
fanatical religious gealot, se much so, in fact, that
he earned himzelf the title of Saint Leufls His
peety, hiweever, did not extend to his Jewish
suhpects, against whem be enacted many harsh
and discriminatory laws. The king’s pious meal
manifected jipelf most cleasly in the fawor he
extereded to apostates who shandonad Judaism,
Toencourage conversion, U king himeelf woold
oftan attend their ba

Nicholas Dunin of La Rockelle was an apostate
whio was especially viclous in his haered fae his
Former co-religionists, and who caused the Foreed
baptism of the Jews of Anjoy and Poitiers, Five
kundred fews from thee dibes surrendersd
befese the threat of death and were baptized,
wikile the majortty of jews, 5,000 martyrs inoall,
cleosr to meet their death while sanctifring God's
T oens.

Dlonin realized that the bulwark of Firn fewish
Enith was the holy Talmud. the eepasitory of our
traditiens and teachings. He Felt that i he conld
destroy the Talmvsd be could easily eradicabe the
Jews. To that end, ke went to Paps Gregory IX @
Rome, where he prosented & formal scoesation
against the Talmud He charged that [t cortained
blasphemies against God and against Cheistian-
ity, and that it alone wes the couse of the fiws'
stead fast refiral to acoept the “true’ faith.

The Pope isued orders far a selzume of all
coples of the Talnoed and for 2 thes
examingtion and evaluation of it conteneg
churchmen of Frasncs ware anly too cager to obey
this decree, 5o on March 3, 1240, while the Jsws
weze in theirsynagogues, all of theix sscred Llogves
wre seized and conflscated, On Juns 12th of thae
year a public debate was held in Parls betwesn

their deferse of the Talmud, the official werdic:
aggminet them was o foregone copclusion, The
Talmud would have beer immediztely cansigned
1o the Flasmes if not for the lone ssaunch ally the -
Jews bad amongss the charchmen, the bishop of
Sens (Fhantz), whese arguments and pleas
averted any evil deceee for one vear, Al the year's
end, while the good bishop was starding in the
presence of King Lous, he suddenly comvulbied
and died in & most grobsague Fashion. The
antli-Semitic priests convinoed the gullibls king
thit this was achually an act of Divine petribution
against the bi for his heresy in dafending the
blasphemeous Talsud. A tribural of church elders
condemned the Telmnd to be burme Theiragents
eagerly searched and confiscated owver 1200
manuscripts of the Talmed and commentaries.
We must bear in mind that this scoermed two
centiries hefore the inventdon of the printing
poese. Each one of these volomes was a handwrit-
tom maniuseripd which took months, even yoors 1o
write, at tremendons effort ard experne. More-
ower, many of the more tecent works such as
novelise by the Tosafists of France and their
corespondence and  halachic deckstons wene
tramscribed anly n 2 Fmited nember of coples
and would be lost farever,

B Yechisl recogrized that this tragedy threaz=
ened the very survival of the French Jewish
commanity. He therefore recorded the procesd-
ings of ha disputation in & work called simply
gy, [Vikuach] Debate. In his momodection,
paraphrasing the words of Jeremizh (Ei-furk £4),
P slates, DTOOR TRITR 20 YD OYOG RN S
Wiy, For thase put tadeath by the steord were
better off than those who sat In deselation
withaut Torch

In 1242 on Friday, the day befoce the Shebhos
wiwmn Parashas Chulas would be read, twenty-
four wagonboads of haly seferim ware bumt.

R Tzldkiyeh ben Aveohom HaRofeh, who
liwndd at that thme, weites:

Fram Torah scholacs who wers involved, we
heard that the Rabbis inguired of besven by
o af a dream (BY21 BREE to discover

Donin and fouer of the et smdnemd ”"u
authorities in France

The Jewish deputation was led by B Ye:*_'hud
brem: Yosef (died 1268) who headed the Yeshiva in
Farls He was the father of Rabbeinu Ashes
{knomwmn ac the Boch) and sy of the sajer sages
of that period sudied under him. These incdude
B Yitzchok of Cockell (kis son-in-law) and

" aharam af Kathenburg.

The other representatives were R hMoshe of
Cowsey, B Yehudah ben David of Meher apd B
Shuse] ben Shlomo of Falais.

Although R Yechiel and his collsagues dis-
played great scholarship, courage, and dignity in

whether this terrible everyt had besn so
decraed by the Almighty. The hesvanly ceply
was given in thres wards ‘®EFie mp k3,
This is the decree of the Torah,” the Aramair
versian of the opening words of that weeks
Torzh mading — {rma g rea). B Tzid-
k::yﬂ further nobes that, in comememoration
af this ragic cvent, some plous s
raoarily Faér on Erev Huﬂ:n: nﬁﬂ:mng
Chedcas every year (Shibboled Haleket 263),

The Ashes of the Rambam's Works
B Hillel of Verona, ltaly was a0 ayewitris ta

these teagle events in Pazia. He congidersd the
burning of the Talmud as a clsar gign of Divine
anger and petribulion for the destraction of the
works of B Moshe hent Maimon, dnows &8 the
Rarmham (Maimonddesh

Thers were miny great wrholars, -q.-:pm;i.a”y In
southern France, whodi not agres with many of
Rarhawt's opiniomt in his Morsh Nevachim
Cdde for the Perplezed) and his philosaphical
abservations in the fimt book of his Yad
HolHgzakah (Sefer Hablzd o). Soame went so Far
us to place 2 ban on stedying or even ownin
these waorks. A tremendons conizavensy ero
and the siioation got out of conizel The hysteria
reached it terrible climax when members of the
anti-Rambam comp submitied copies of his
philosophical writings to the morks of the
Deeninican Cwder For the sake of determining
whiether thess works cantained heretical [deas.

The Dominicans, of eourse, swifthy coneluded
that the Rambam’s writings were blasphemows
and False They pubbicly burmed all copies of
Moreh Meewchim and Sefer HaMada that they
could loy their hands on This war dome in
biontpelisr France m 1234, In the year 1242
Fanatical cherchmen once 2goin barnt the Ram-
barmt’s weorks n the streets of Paris

It a Jetter recording these events, B Hillel of
Varona makes the Fallowing observationa:

God locked down from heaven and
a.'r!f-grhd the haner of oor J'm]p' musher,
Rambarn, and his warks. He poured His
wrath wpon the Jewith commundities of
France. You should not asl in wonderment,
‘Hew did God disregard twelve bundsed
manuscripts of Telmud and Aggadah and
allows them bo be burnt as etribukion for the
Moreh Meowchive and  Sefer  FHabdada?
Rather, youmust bear in mind that R bMoske
bernt Maimon was almost secord in his
genemation ko Moshe Robbeinu, and the
rightecusness of the entice geneaton de
pended upon him . .. B you ask; ‘Who can be
sura that lhl Talwind was burned beeynae of
ﬂ}tbumminflh.tﬁwmhm 5 works? [ will
ansver vou This i the oof Taks
note of this: Mot even
between the conflagration oi r.h wnrki of
our master and the borning of the Talmud
O the very spotwhere the Rambam s works
wre destrayed, the Talmod was later bum#
Theashes nf the bernt Tabmod mingled with
thir eshs o the Rambar's volimes, foe thoss
ashes whill remained in that very place, This
served as 2 clear lessan toone uﬁgﬂ,kp and
penitibe alike,

The destruction of the Talmud wad 2 crading

blow 1o the venerable and anclent Jewish
community of France. [t mmacked the beginning of
ta very rapid decline and evenha | disintegration.

With the conditions of the Jews in France
steadily worsening, R Yechiel emigrated s Eretz
Yisrael In 1280 together with 2 large gooup of
French Tabmudists He settled in Acre, where he
established the Talmudic ascedemy Midrash
Heladel & Parls. He ia belisved to have died in
157,

Oinie of the partickpents in the great Talmodic
defrate in Faris, B Shmuel of Falakse sommed up
the enormity of the tagedy in the following
Blegy

My sphrit s gone, my strength i sapped,
the Hght of my eves has dimimed, becauss of
tha tyrant wheosa hand welighed very heawlly
wpon s, when he seimed the care of our soul
ard the delight of aur cves, Now we have na
hdy book Inowhich o study and meditate
Mey the Almighty God avenge His people
and may He say bo our misery, It 8 enowght’
tquoted In Tesherres Maharam MlRotion-
herg 2800

In 1204, the glodious chapies of Jowish history
tn medisval France came an abrupt elose, when
King Philip [V (the Fair} expelled the [ews From
all of France. French Jewry, which had enriched
our sternal Torah legacy with the magnificent
Talmudic commentaries of Rashi and Toaafos,

was nn longes.



CECIL ROTH — A SHORT HISTORY
OF THE JEWISH PEOPLE

'The turn in the tide came with the middle of the sixteenth century,
when Cardinal Caralfa, in whom the most fanatical aspects of the
Counter-Reformation were personified, became all-powerful at the
Papal court, A couple of the inevitable apostates {one of them,
Vittorio Eliano, was a grandson of no less a scholar than Elias Levita)
followed precedent by denouncing the Talmud as pernicious and
blasphemous, After a very summary enquiry, the work was con-
demned ; and, in spite of the fact that it had been Fub]iﬂ]ﬂ:d under the
patronage of so recent a pontiff as Leo X, it was consigned to the
flames. In the autumn of 1553, on the Jewish New Year, all copies
discoverable were burned publicly in the Campo dei Fiori in Rome,
The example was [ollowed all over Ialy with a ridiculous lack of
discrimination, no exception sometimes being made in favour even of
Hebrew texts of the Bible itself, Ultimately, greater moderation began
to be shewn, hut only after the institution of a fantastically rigorous

r.!anmlshjp.



ENCYCLOPAEDIA JUDAICA

The last auto-da-fé of the Talmud took place in Po-
land, in Kamenets-Podolski in the fall of 1757, following the

THE HOLOCAUST -
MARTIN GILBERT

spread of the *Frankist movement in Podolia. Bishop Nich-
olas Dembowski intervened in the controversy between the
Frankists and Jewish leaders and ordered a disputation to be
held between them. He subsequently condemned all copies
of the Talmud found in his diocese to be seized and burned
after they had been dragged through the streets in mockery.
A search was made with the aid of the clergy, the police, and
the Frankists for the Talmud and other rabbinical writings.
Nearly 1,000 copies of the Talmud were thrown into a pit at
Kamenets and burned by the hangman.

‘the first and third NFe DIIAULS PLEVEILLL tare sriawse = = mss: 3 -
to adjoining buildings’. ' The destruction of the books in the Talmu

dic Academy in Lublin gave so much pleasure to th‘c conquerors that
it was recalled with glee more than a year later. ‘For us’, a Ggrman
eye-witness later reported, ‘it was a matter of special pride to
destroy the Talmudic Academy, which was known as the greatestin
Poland’, and he went on to describe how:

We threw the huge Talmudic library out of the building and
carried the books to the market place, where we set fire to
them. The fire lasted twenty hours. The Lublin Jews assemb)cd
around and wept bitterly, almost silencing us with their cries.
We summoned the military band, and with joyful shouts the
soldiers drowned out the sounds of the Jewish cries."’
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TALMUD Avodah Zarah 18a

The Sages said: Not even a few days passed before Rabbi Yosci
ben Kisma died of his illness, and all of the Roman notables
went to bury him, and they eulogized him with a great culogy.
And wpon their return, they found Rabhi Hanina ben
Teradyon, who was sitting and engaging in Torah stady and
convening assemblies in public, with a Torah scroll placed
in his lap.

They brought him to be sentenced, and wrapped him in the
Torah scroll, and encircled him with bundles of branches, and
they set fire to it. And they brought tufts of wool and soaked
them inwater, and placed them on his heart, so that his soul
should not leave his body quickly, but he would die slowly and
painfully. His daughter said to him: Father, must 1 see you like
this? Rabbi Hanina ben Teradvon said to her: If 1 alone were
being burned, it would be difficolt for me, but now that Tam
burning along with a Torah scroll, He who will seck retribu-
tion for the insult accorded to the Torah scroll will also seek
retribution for the insult accorded to me.

His students said to him: Our teacher, what do you see? Rabbi
Hanina ben Teradyon said to them: [ see the parchment burn-
ing, but its letters are flying to the heavens.” They said to him:
You too should open your mouth and the fire will enter you,
and you will die quickly. Rabbi Hanina ben Teradyon said to
them: It is preferable that He who gave me my soul should
take it away, and one should not harm oneself to speed his
death.



