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Not only the halachos but also the chazakos which Chachmei Chazal
have introduced are indestructible. We must not tamper, not only | ‘ R
with the halachos, but even with the chazakos, for the chazakos of ) DIRA WO NV
which Chazal spoke rest not upon transient psychological behavioral '
patterns, but upon permanent ontological principles rooted in the T MR
very depth of the human personality, in the metaphysical human TORY MW
personality, which is as changeless as the heavens above. Let us
take for example the chazaka that I was told about: the chazaka
mopaR  2rembn 11 ju amn? v’ has  absolutely nothing to do
with the social and political status of women in antiquity. This
chazaka is based not upon sociological factors, but upon a verse in
WRI2 — PN PR PRI 012 Y190 2¥Y2 A TNaRY A2 02n LIt
is a metaphysical curse rooted in the feminine personality — she suffers
incomparably more than the male who is in solitude. Solitude to the male
is not as terrible an experience, as horrifying an experience, as is solitude
to the woman. And this will never change, 0™V pxy o°pw. This is
not a psychological fact; it is an existential fact, which is due not to
the inferior status of the woman, but rather to the difference, the basic
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distinction, between the female personality and the male personality.
‘Loneliness frightens the woman, and an old spinster’s life is much more
miserable and tragic than the life of an old bachelor. This was true in
. antiquity; it is still true, and it will be true a thousand years from now. So,

~“gocial status of the woman is simply misinterpreting the chazaka. No
legislation can alleviate the pain of the single woman, and no legislation
can change this role. She was burdened by the Almighty, after she violated

the first [lawl. g
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