THE PACE OF GEULAH FROM THE EYES
OF THE RABBI AKIVA

Building of the Beis Hamikdash
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4. Rambam: Hilchos Melachim 11:1

described by the Torah.

In the future, the Messianic king will arise and renew the Davidic
dynasty, restoring it to its initial sovereignty. He will build
the Temple and gather the dispersed of Israel.

Then, in his days, the observance of all the statutes will return to
their previous state. We will offer sacrifices, observe the
Sabbatical and Jubilee years according to all their particulars as

MNN7T TNV TNy NN )%nn
NNEXRIN NP Naw1s MT Ndon
M X "N ¥ApR TpRN Nl
DTpNn D M Doownn DD
nmSam ony R NNp MMpn

NN NINXN NNIKN 92D

5. Sefer Hachinuch: Mitzvah 95

SXN DD Y11 DA NHyn NN DA 1'OK 1N1Q0p DY DMAMpR NIy n1vD N DY N Mo

5X NN 0DO"MYN 00N NNy NHYHO1D

MDD NN .2TPN " ww ['Nn,N"D Miny] Xy Ny o1
. 021D 090N XY D21 NAMM NYEM NMInN 120 ,NTMAavn

What will happen after Yemos Hamashiach

Yeshayahu 11:1-9
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1 And there shall come forth a shoot out of the stock of Jesse, and a twig
shall grow forth out of his roots.

2 And the spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom
and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of
knowledge and of the fear of the LORD.

3 And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD; and he shall not judge
after the sight of his eyes, neither decide after the hearing of his ears;

4 But with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and decide with equity
for the meek of the land; and he shall smite the land with the rod of his
mouth, and with the breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked.

5 And righteousness shall be the girdle of his loins, and faithfulness the
girdle of his reins.

6 And the wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down
with the kid; and the calf and the young lion and the fatling together; and
a little child shall lead them.

7 And the cow and the bear shall feed; their young ones shall lie down
together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
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6. Rambam, Hilchos Melachim 12:1

Do not presume that in the Messianic age any facet of the world's
nature will change or there will be innovations in the work of
creation. Rather, the world will continue according to its pattern.
Although Isaiah 11:6 states: "The wolf will dwell with the lamb, the
leopard will lie down with the young goat,' these words are a
metaphor and a parable. The interpretation of the prophecy is as
follows: Israel will dwell securely together with the wicked gentiles
who are likened to a wolf and a leopard, as in the
prophecy Jeremiah 5:6: 'A wolf from the wilderness shall spoil
them and a leopard will stalk their cities.' They will all return to the
true faith and no longer steal or destroy. Rather, they will eat
permitted food at peace with Israel as Isaiah 11:7 states: "The lion
will eat straw like an ox.'

Similatly, other Messianic prophecies of this nature are metaphors.
In the Messianic era, everyone will realize which matters were
implied by these metaphors and which allusions they contained.
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7. Raavad, adloc.
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Yitzchak Rabin Memorial, Rishon LeTzion
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8. Talmud Bavli, Sanhedrin 992a
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Who is Mashiach

o

9. Rambam Hilchos Melachim 11:3-4

One should not presume that the Messianic king must work | % M'wnn 12NN NYT SV NHV DX
miracles and wonders, bring about new phenomena in the DM 2NN D9 NN Mgyb
world, resurrect the dead, or perform other similar deeds. This 15X DT KYM 0NN NN IR DDA

is definitely not true.
Proof can be brought from the fact that Rabbi Akiva, one of the 2172 DON XAPY 27 MY D 12T TR
greater Sages of the Mishnah, was one of the supporters of King | 2&/ "2 XE11 NN X1NM NN NIN 'NONN

Bar Kozibah and would describe him as the Messianic king. He | XINE/ 'OV TNIX NN XN ']'DYJH NQTD A
and all the Sages of his generation considered him to be the | 1917 "noN 921 XN NN N'NN Rplal
Messianic king until he was killed because of sins. Once he was mnya Ny 1Y Nwnn onn Xy
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killed, they realized that he was not the Mashiach. The Sages did
not ask him for any signs or wonders.

The main thrust of the matter is: This Torah, its statutes and its
laws, are everlasting. We may not add to them or detract from
them.

If a king will arise from the House of David who diligently
contemplates the Torah and observes its mitzvot as prescribed
by the Written Law and the Oral Law as David, his ancestor, will
compel all of Israel to walk in (the way of the Torah) and rectify
the breaches in its observance, and fight the wars of God, we
may, with assurance, consider him Mashiach.

If he succeeds in the above, builds the Temple in its place, and
gathers the dispersed of Israel, he is definitely the Mashiach.
He will then improve the entire world, motivating all the nations
to setve God together, as Tzephaniah 3:9 states: 'T will
transform the peoples to a purer language that they all will call
upon the name of God and serve Him with one purpose.'

If he did not succeed to this degree or was killed, he surely is not
the redeemer promised by the Torah. Rather, he should be
considered as all the other proper and complete kings of the
Davidic dynasty who died. God caused him to arise only to test
the many, as Daniel 11:35 states: 'And some of the wise men will
stumble, to try them, to refine, and to clarify until the appointed
time, because the set time is in the future.'

Jesus of Nazareth who aspired to be the Mashiach and was
executed by the court was also alluded to in Daniel's prophecies,
as ibid. 11:14 states: "The vulgar among your people shall exalt
themselves in an attempt to fulfill the vision, but they shall
stumble.'

Can there be a greater stumbling block than Christianity? All the
prophets spoke of Mashiach as the redeemer of Israel and their
savior who would gather their dispersed and strengthen their
observance of the mitzvot. In contrast, Christianity caused the
Jews to be slain by the sword, their remnants to be scattered and
humbled, the Torah to be altered, and the majority of the world
to err and serve a god other than the Lord.

Nevertheless, the intent of the Creator of the wotld is not within
the power of man to comprehend, for His ways are not our
ways, nor are His thoughts, our thoughts. Ultimately, all the
deeds of Jesus of Nazareth and that Ishmaelite who arose after
him will only setve to prepare the way for Mashiach's coming
and the improvement of the entire wotld, motivating the nations
to serve God together as Tzephaniah 3:9 states: 'I will transform
the peoples to a purer language that they all will call upon the
name of God and serve Him with one purpose.'

How will this come about? The entire world has already become
filled with the mention of Mashiach, Torah, and mitzvot. These
matters have been spread to the furthermost islands to many
stubborn-hearted nations. They discuss these matters and the
mitzvot of the Torah, saying: "These mitzvot were true, but were
already negated in the present age and are not applicable for all
time.'

Others say: 'Implied in the mitzvot are hidden concepts that can
not be understood simply. The Mashiach has already come and
revealed those hidden truths.'
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10. Encyclopedia Britannica

The Roman historian Dion Cassius noted that the Christian sect refused to join the revolt. The Jews took
Aelia by storm and badly mauled the Romans’ Egyptian Legion, XXII Deiotariana. The war became so
serious that in the summer of 134 Hadrian himself came from Rome to visit the battlefield and
summoned the governor of Britain, Gaius Julius Severus, to his aid with 35,000 men of the Legion X.
Jerusalem was retaken, and Severus gradually wore down and constricted the rebels’ area of operation,
until in 135 Bar Kokhba was himself killed at Betar, his stronghold in southwest Jerusalem. The remnant
of the Jewish army was soon crushed; Jewish war casualties are recorded as numbering 580,000, not
including those who died of hunger and disease. Judaea was desolated, the remnant of the Jewish
population annihilated or exiled, and Jerusalem barred to Jews thereafter. But the victory had cost
Hadrian dear, and, in his report to the Roman Senate on his return, he omitted the customary salutation
“l and the Army are well” and refused a triumphal entry.

Letter of Bar Kochba to his officers
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11. Raavad, ad loc.
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12. Kesef Mishna, ad loc.
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Rabbi Akiva and Rabbi Elazar ben Azaria

13. Talmud Bavli, Brachos 9a
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14. Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chaim 477:1
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Understanding the Dispute
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Other Expressions of this Dispute

The Miracles of Egypt
17. Talmud Bavli, Sukkah 11b
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Bar Kochba
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Zionism

20. Talmud Bavli, Sanhedrin 98a
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21. Maharsha, Chidushei Agaados, ad loc.
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22. Rambam Hilchot Chanukah 3:1
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24. Rashi, ad loc.
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Conclusion
25. Hagadah shel Pesach
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