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Rava said “The Law is: Less than 1/6, the sale was valid; more than 1/6, the sale is nullified; 1/6, the sale is valid,

but you must return the overcharge.
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And it seems that with all things, even with less than 1/6 it is forbidden to overcharge his friend, even a small
amount (lit. a perutah coin], since he knows that the object is not worth that, as the Torah says “do not
overcharge” — with everything that is worth money, the Torah warned not to overcharge your friend. However,
the sages says that until 1/6, he will forgive it, as this is how transactions work, because the buyer and seller
cannot specify the precise value. Thus, the way of the world is to forgive mistakes until 1/6. . . However, if the
seller is an expert in the value, and the buyer is not, or the buyer is a merchant and is an expert in the value of the
object more than the seller, they cannot overcharge untless they specify... Oris in that [the seller] needs the
money, so until 1/6, it is the money of the sale, and there is not overcharge. This requires investigation and one
who fears God should fulfill all the positions.
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If the overcharge was more than 176 by even a bit, such as if he sold the object worth 60 for 70+ or 50-, the sale
does not revert unless the one who was overcharged claims the money. Then the one who overcharged can say “I
won’t return it; rather the sale will be nullified and each shall take his own.” If the overcharged wants the sale to
remain, and does not ask for the money back, the overcharged cannot nullify it (Rif, Rambam). However, R.
Yonah writes that even if the overcharged does not claim the money, the overcharged can nullify it, for as long as
the overcharged can renege, so can the overcharger. This is because when the overcharge is more than 176, the
sale is not worthy of remaining, so it is like doing a business deal with [performing an act of acquisition.]
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Our Rabbis taught: Those who hoard fruit, lend money on usury, reduce the measures and raise prices, about
them Scripture says: 'When will the new moon be gone, that we may sell grain? And the Sabbath, that we may
set forth corn? Making the ephah small, and the shekel great, and falsifying the balances of deceit. And it is
[further] written in Scripture, The Lord hath sworn by the pride of Jacob: Surely I will never forget any of their
work.

2 NNY N 97 XINA N2 NIDN DAY L5
. DY TOAN NN WY IPPNNY PHIN IPPA NINY DINND PIVI PHIPY - M MININ

Those who hoard fruit: they buy it in the market to hoard them, the sell them at expensive prices, and cause the
price to go up and caused the poor to lose...
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The courts are obligated to set up police in all provinces and all counties, to go to stores, check the weights and
measures, and set the prices... and anyone who raises prices and sells at expensive prices, you beat him and
force him to sell at the market price.
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But Samuel said: He who profits must not profit more than a sixth? — There are the barrels and the lees. If so, it exceeds
one sixth. — There is his trouble, and the cost of the crier.
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The same has also been taught [elsewhere]: Fruit [and] things which are life's necessities as, for instance, wines,
oils and the various kinds of flour, must not be hoarded; but spices, cumin and pepper may. The prohibitions
mentioned apply [only] to one buying from the market, but [in the case of him] who brings in [for storage] of
his own, [this is] permitted.
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Our Rabbis taught: In Israel it is not permitted to make a profit [as middleman] in things which are life's
necessities, such as wines, oils and flours. It has been said about R. Eleazar b. Azariah that he used to make a
profit in wine and oil...Our Rabbis taught: It is not permitted to make a profit in eggs twice. [As to the meaning
of 'twice',] Mari b. Mari said: Rav and Samuel are in dispute. One says: Two for one. And the other says:
[Selling] by a dealer to a dealer.
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We have already explained that if a person buys and sells in a faithful manner, saying "This is the extent of
profit that I am making," the laws of overcharging do not apply. Even if he says: "I purchased the article for

a sela, and 1 am selling it for ten,"” this is permitted. Nevertheless, the court is obligated to regulate prices and
appoint officers of the law, so that people at large will not be able to reap whatever profit they desire. Instead,
the court should regulate that a person should earn only a profit of a sixth. A seller should not profit more than a
sixth of his investment. When does the above apply? With regard to articles on which our lives depend - e.g.,
wine, oil and fine flour. With regard to herbs - e.g., costus, frankincense, and the like - by contrast, a set limit is
not established by the court. The seller may take any measure of profit he desires.
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[Magid Mishna] writes that it seems from [Rambam’s] words that eggs are not included in “articles which our
lives depend on.” His words do not seems correct at all, as it is obvious that eggs are more “articles which lives
depend on” than oil. Furthermore, it sounds like all food is included in ““articles which lives depend on.”
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This law is divided into 3 categories for Rambam: (1) Articles which life depends on and the like, such as wine,
old, and flour — you can profit up to 176 and no more. (2) Articles which are not food at all — such as cosmetics
and incense, you can profit as much as you want, even many times the principle. (3) Things which are necessary
for food, such as cumin, other spices, and the like, it is permitted to benefit up until 1/6.




