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A RESPONSUM ON THE SABBATH

(Rabbis Marris Adier, Jacob Agus and Theodere Friedman)

This is the first of two sets of responsa on the questions of riding...on the Sabbath, The responsum

grinteq below is the Ft?llecdve effort of three men who prepared it for the approval of the Law
komm!tzee of the Rabbinical Assembly. It secured the suppart of 2 majority of the Law Committee and
was subsequently presented at a convention of the Rabbinical Assembly (1950),

PROGRAM FOR THE REVITALIZATION OF THE SABBATH

We call upon you and upon all our colleagues of the Rabbinical Assembly of America, in concert with
the United Synagogue of America, to launch a campaign for Sabbath observance am,ong our people.
The campaign should have as its immediate goal the acceptance on the part of the people of the
follovging basic indispensable elements of Sabbath observance. Emphasis on this immediate program



should in no wise miliate against the ultmate objective — the cessation of all galnful employmen: on
e Sebbath. It is in the conviction that only the immediate can lead to the ultimate that the following
program is propossd.

(Ah  The ushering in of the Sabbath st home through the kindling f the Sabbath candles, the
recitation of the Kiddush, the blessing of the children, the singing of Sholom Alei EhEITI and other
zemiroth,

(B} All preparations for the Sabbath, such as the Sabbath meals, the tidying of the home, as well
as personal preparziaon, should be complsted  before the onset of the Sabbath. 1t is also suggested that
thare be introduced the custom naw prevailing in Israel of 2dorning the house with flowers for the
Sabbath.

iC)  Amerdance at public worship at least once on the Sabbath.

(D) A portion of one's leisure time on the Sabbath should be devoted to the reading of Jewish
. sacred literature, particulary the weekly Torah portion.

(B Cine should sefrain from all such activities that are not made #bsolutely necessary by the
unavoidable pressures of life and that are not in keeping with the Sabbath spirit, such as shopping,
househald work, sewing, strenuous physical exercise, etc.

{Fy The type of recreation engaged in on the Sabbath should be such as is calculated to enhance
ane's spirinual persomality in its intellactual, social and esthetic aspect.

1G) Refraining from the use of a mator vehicie is an important 2id in the maintenance of the 5abbath
spirit of respose. Such resrraint aids, moreover, In kesping the members af the family together on the
Sebbath. Hm-.-mr, where a family resides beyond reasonable walking distance fram the synagogue,
the use of a mater vehicle for the purpose of synagogue atteridance shall in no wise be construed as a
wiglazion of the Sabbath, but, on the contrary, such attendance shall be deemed an expression of
leyalty to our faith.

We'are well aware, in the above connection, that in accerdance with Jewish law one may wership at
home as well as in the synagogue. W are equally aware, hewever, that the practice of private prayer
has unfartunately fallen into such disusa that only a very minimal number of pecple engage in prayer
unless it be at a synagogue service. Indeed, it is a well-grounded suppodition that were it nat for

* synagogue attendance on the Sabbath, there would be no prayer for maost of aur people from the end

af ane week 1o the other. Moreover, when almost every Jew had some measure of competence in
understanding the Torah and our sacred literature, many Jews could and did spend time in swedying
Terah. Today, however, this condition no longes obtains. The average Jew's knowledge of Torah and
his Jewish information are gained through the syriagogue and in great measure through the sermon
which both Instructs znd inspires our people ta live in accordance with our faith. Hance, in our time
regular attendance at the synagogue has become a sine qua nan fer the maintenance of judaism. W
are, we sincesaly beliave, acting in accordance wlth the spirit of our rabbis when they declars



TR MO TH - "The Sabbath prohibition of shebuth™ does not apply torthe carrying out of the temple
ritual. We similarly state [n our program for the revitalization of the Sabbath that the traditienal
interdiction of riding on the Sabbath for the purpose of attending the synagogue service may, in the
diseretion of the local rabbi, ba modified under the conditions we have described abova.

PRINCIPLES IMPLIED IN THIS PROGRAM

(1

Every effort to restore standards of observance amang our people Ts likely to be met with cynical
skepticism, as If the process of continuous deterioration were a foregone conelusion. Actuallby, thera
were many occasions in Jewish histary when the seemingly hopeless process of decay was arrested and
even reversed by.a determined and courageous act of reconsecration. The Jewish religion does not
favor the emotional excesses of the Christian *revivalizt™ movements, but it fosters the principle of
voluntary acceptance of a pattern of life...0t is to a nation-wide effort, conceived in the spirit of the love
of God and reverence for our fradition, that we must now dedicate ourselves.

Atthe same time, we must learn to zdjust our strategy to the realities of our time and place, in keeping
with the realistic genius of the great builders of our fzith. Thus, our Sages cautioned us, tafasta m'rubah
lo tafasta — "to overreach is to court failure,” when you attempt to grasp a great deal, you will grasp
nothing. They also advised all builders of fences in Judafsm, "it is better to build 2 fence of ten
handbreadths that is likely to stand than one of a hundred handbreadths that s liable to fall,” tov
assarah rfahim v'omed mimeah tfakim v'nofel (Aboth D'Rabbi Mathan). It is also well to remember
the sagz advice, mutav shelo lomar davar sheaino nishma = "It is better not to say a thing which will
fot be heeded,”

()

In this epirit it is our consensus that riding to the synzgogue on the Sabbath and the use of electric lighs
in the course of this journey or for other purposes are comprised in the general category of oneg
shabbath, the delight of the Sabbath. Before discussing in detail the precepts and laws relating to these
two specific enactments, we wish to point first to the general principle of community enactments.

The pewer of a community to enact ordinances in the field of religious life is virtually unlimited,
providad its ordinances are made with the consent of the resident scholars and provided further that
they be inspired by the purpose of "strengthening the faith,” and intended only for their own time and
place. The general impression that Jewish Law is rigidly inflexible and incapable of adjustment or
adaptation is completely erroneous....In crucial periods, our Sages did not hesitate to make special
enactments for their own time or for a limited period of time, in order to mest the challenge of new
clrcumstances.
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