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Rabbi Yechezkel Landau

a brief biographical timeline

1713 born in Apt
1731 marries and moves to Brod
1731 joins the Brod kloyz
1733 appointed dayyan in Brod
1745 appointed rav of Yampol
mediates Emden-Eybeschiitz controversy,
1752
Iggeres ha-Shalom
1754 appointed rav of Prague

begins publishing Noda bi-Yehuda
1776
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1793 dies in Prague
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Paragraph 1 historical consciousness & social critique
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Paragraph 2 Talmudical
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Paragraph 3 Spiritual

N179N 137 13N 0N 1"N33 "WIXK NIN .AWYNT NAWNNT 12T Y'NXK 1WPR N7 210w 1N7un w'ni
N1XN 731 NAWNNT 12T NIMIVAN XN 137121 131201 27900 N0 KT X'7T 7T X371 113121
191 IN17 2013 1IN N'I97 1372 "KW 12T 731 .013720 P71 0197 12T 01w 17 X' N1I97 nJ1] ww
O"1P™NN 731 M7N0 W9 P71 KIN 231301 .01 XKD T A1 'K NIXD O07P7 AT 12T Wiy 10

J1WYN "y ON'7KN O'WYI N7un7

Paragraph 4 personal Kabbalistic background
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Paragraph 1 historical consciousness & social critique (trans. Sefaria)

Regarding your fourth question, about the proper version of L’Shem Yichud, which has
newly spread and been printed in siddurim: I reply that before you ask me about the
version, it would be more appropriate to ask whether saying it is appropriate at all. In my
opinion, it is an evil sickness for our generation. Previous generations did not know of
this prayer, and did not say it at all. These people toiled their whole lives in Torah and in
mitzvot, all according to the Torah and according to the halachic authorities, whose
words flow from the source of living waters, the vast sea of the Talmud, regarding which
it is said, “the integrity of the upright shall guide them.” They bore excellent fruit and
their kindness exceeded the heavens. However, in our generation people have left G-d’s
Torah and the source of living waters, the two Talmuds, Bavli and Yerushalmi, to dig for
themselves broken cisterns. Each one raises himself in the arrogance of his own heart,
saying, “I am the one who sees, the gates to heaven are open for me, and for me the
world exists.” These people are the destroyers of the generation. For this orphaned
generation [ say that G-d’s paths are just, and the righteous walk in them, and the
Chasidim stumble in them [This is an alteration of Hoshea 14:14, in which the prophet
says that sinners will stumble in them.] I have much more to say on this matter, but just
as it is a mitzvah to say what will be heard, so too is it a mitzvah not to say something
that will be ignored. (Yevamot 65b) G-d should have mercy upon us ...

Paragraph 3 Spiritual (trans. Sefaria)

As far as his honour's suggestion that it would be good to have a strong connection
between our speech, thought, and action [via the L’Shem Yichud recitation]: The Great
Assembly established prayers and blessings for us, and there is nothing that is not hinted
to in the text of the prayers and blessings. A blessing awakens our speech and thought,
and each mitzvah that is preceded by a blessing does not need anything else before it,
just the blessing. If there is no blessing, my practice is to say, “Behold, I am doing this to
fulfill the will of my Master,” and this is enough, and nothing else is necessary. We are
meant to focus only on the meaning of the words; repair of celestial realms is
accomplished inherently, through our actions... I have already revealed my thinking on
the matter, that silence would be better, and let the matter sink into oblivion. In thought,
too, one should think only about the meaning of the words. One will walk securely on
this path, and will not stumble in any way. There is no point in elaborating more on this
matter...
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