Noach vs. Avraham:
How Should the Righteous Interact With the World?

Source sheet by Mindy Schwartz Zolty

1. Genesis 6:9

This is the line of Noah.—Noah was a righteous man; he was
blameless in his age; Noah walked with God.—
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2. Rashi on Genesis 6:9

(2) In his generation — Some of our Rabbis explain it (this word)
to his credit: he was righteous even in his generation; it follows
that had he lived in a generation of righteous people he
would have been even more righteous. Others, however,
explain it to his discredit: in comparison with his own generation
he was accounted righteous, but had he lived in the generation
of Abraham he would have been accounted as of no
importance (cf. Sanhedrin 108a).
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Walking With or Walking Before God

3. Genesis 6:9

This is the line of Noah.—Noah was a righteous man; he was
blameless in his age; Noah walked with God.—
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4. Genesis 17:1

When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to
Abram and said to him, “| am El Shaddai. Walk before me and
be blameless.
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5. Genesis 24:40

[Avraham] replied to me [Eliezer], ‘The LORD, before whom |
have walked, will send His angel with you and make your errand
successful; and you will get a wife for my son from my kindred,
from my father’s house.
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6. Genesis 48:15

(15) And he blessed Joseph, saying, “The God before whom
my fathers Abraham and Isaac walked, The God who has
been my shepherd from my birth to this day—
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Why Were They Chosen?

7. Genesis 6:7-10

(7) The LORD said, “I will blot out from the earth the men whom |
created—men together with beasts, creeping things, and birds of
the sky; for | regret that | made them.” (8) But Noah found favor
with the LORD. (9) This is the line of Noah.—Noah was a
righteous man; he was blameless in his age; Noah walked
with God.— (10) Noah begot three sons: Shem, Ham, and
Japheth.
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8. Genesis 11:26-32

(26) When Terah had lived 70 years, he begot Abram, Nahor,
and Haran. (27) Now this is the line of Terah: Terah begot
Abram, Nahor, and Haran; and Haran begot Lot. (28) Haran died
in the lifetime of his father Terah, in his native land, Ur of the
Chaldeans. (29) Abram and Nahor took to themselves wives,
the name of Abram’s wife being Sarai and that of Nahor’s wife
Milcah, the daughter of Haran, the father of Milcah and Iscah.
(30) Now Sarai was barren, she had no child. (31) Terah took
his son Abram, his grandson Lot the son of Haran, and his
daughter-in-law Sarai, the wife of his son Abram, and they set
out together from Ur of the Chaldeans for the land of Canaan;
but when they had come as far as Haran, they settled there. (32)
The days of Terah came to 205 years; and Terah died in Haran.
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9. Genesis 12:1-3

(1) The LORD said to Abram, “Go forth from your native land
and from your father’s house to the land that | will show you. (2) |
will make of you a great nation, And | will bless you; | will make
your name great, And you shall be a blessing. (3) | will bless
those who bless you And curse him that curses you; And all the
families of the earth Shall bless themselves by you.”
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The Flood and Sodom:

10. Genesis 6:5

The LORD saw how great was man’s wickedness on earth, and
how every plan devised by his mind was nothing but evil all the
time.
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11. Genesis 13:13

Now the inhabitants of Sodom were very wicked sinners
against the LORD.
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12. Genesis 7:4

For in seven days’ time | will make it rain upon the earth, forty
days and forty nights, and | will blot out from the earth all
existence that | created.”

D'V2INI Di* n'u:nx Ywm 'w 1'pnn 'D]N n'yaY Tiy n-n"7 -3
‘m‘rm 19 7yn -n'wy YN n|7-‘1 - ]'IN M nni w'7 '7

13. Genesis 19:24

The LORD rained upon Sodom and Gomorrah sulfurous fire
from the LORD out of heaven.
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14. Genesis 6:13-18

(13) God said to Noah, “I have decided to put an end to all flesh,
for the earth is filled with lawlessness because of them: | am
about to destroy them with the earth...(17) “For My part, | am
about to bring the Flood—waters upon the earth—to destroy all
flesh under the sky in which there is breath of life; everything on
earth shall perish. (18) But | will establish My covenant with
you, and you shall enter the ark, with your sons, your wife,
and your sons’ wives.
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15. Genesis 19:12-29

(12) Then the men said to Lot, “Whom else have you here?
Sons-in-law, your sons and daughters, or anyone else that
you have in the city—bring them out of the place. (13) For we
are about to destroy this place; because the outcry against
them before the LORD has become so great that the LORD v p :m) '1'| '1'.\11 nK ™ n-nwn .3 _]h DI_’"),'h n
has sent us to destroy it.” (14) So Lot went out and spoke to 3 U I”
his sons-in-law, who had married his daughters, and said, “Up, n":'m -‘?T" _Dy‘ Yy D'-’Im nnw: vl (U)) |'mn
get out of this place, for the LORD is about to destroy the city.” DY IR '19"3 abLh ) 1|nn LI NYYN DPIIRTIN
But he seemed to his sons-in-law as one who jests...(29) 1017 [Q2 AYIMUK
Thus it was that, when God destroyed the cities of the Plain
and annihilated the cities where Lot dwelt, God was mindful of
Abraham and removed Lot from the midst of the upheaval.
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16. Sanhedrin 108b

Rava taught: What is the meaning of that which is written: “A
contemptible torch [lapid] in the thought of him that is at ease, a
thing ready for them whose foot slips” (Job 12:5)? This teaches
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that Noah the righteous would rebuke the people of his
generation, and he said to them statements that are harsh as
torches [kelapidim], and they would make a mockery of him.
They said to him: Old man, why are you building this ark?
Noah said to them: The Holy One, Blessed be He, is bringing a

flood upon you. They said to him: A flood of what? If it is a flood

of fire, we have another item and it is called alita, and it is
fireproof. And if it is a flood of water that He brings, if He brings

the water from the earth, we have iron plates with which we can
plate the earth to prevent the water from rising. And if He brings

the water from the heavens, we have an item and it is called
ekev, and some say it is called ikkesh, which will absorb the
water.
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17. Genesis 8:1

God remembered Noah and all the beasts and all the cattle
that were with him in the ark, and God caused a wind to blow
across the earth, and the waters subsided.
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18. Genesis 19:29

Thus it was that, when God destroyed the cities of the Plain

and annihilated the cities where Lot dwelt, God was mindful of

Abraham and removed Lot from the midst of the upheaval.
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19. Genesis 9:20-25

(20) Noah, the tiller of the soil, was the first to plant a vineyard.
(21) He drank of the wine and became drunk, and he
uncovered himself within his tent. (22) Ham, the father of
Canaan, saw his father’s nakedness and told his two
brothers outside. (23) But Shem and Japheth took a cloth,
placed it against both their backs and, walking backward, they
covered their father’s nakedness; their faces were turned the
other way, so that they did not see their father’s nakedness.
(24) When Noah woke up from his wine and learned what
his youngest son had done to him, (25) he said, “Cursed be
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Canaan; The lowest of slaves Shall he be to his brothers.”

20. Genesis 19:30-38

(30) Lot went up from Zoar and settled in the hill country with
his two daughters, for he was afraid to dwell in Zoar; and he
and his two daughters lived in a cave. (31) And the older one
said to the younger, “Our father is old, and there is not a man
on earth to consort with us in the way of all the world. (32)
Come, let us make our father drink wine, and let us lie with
him, that we may maintain life through our father.” (33) That
night they made their father drink wine, and the older one
went in and lay with her father; he did not know when she
lay down or when she rose. (34) The next day the older one
said to the younger, “See, | lay with Father last night; let us
make him drink wine tonight also, and you go and lie with him,
that we may maintain life through our father.” (35) That night
also they made their father drink wine, and the younger one
went and lay with him; he did not know when she lay down
or when she rose. (36) Thus the two daughters of Lot came
to be with child by their father. (37) The older one bore a son
and named him Moab; he is the father of the Moabites of
today. (38) And the younger also bore a son, and she called
him Ben-ammi; he is the father of the Ammonites of today.
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21. Deuteronomy 23:4-7

(4) No Ammonite or Moabite shall be admitted into the
congregation of the LORD; none of their descendants, even in
the tenth generation, shall ever be admitted into the
congregation of the LORD...(7) You shall never concern
yourself with their welfare or benefit as long as you live.
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Questioning God

22. Genesis 6:13-22

(13) God said to Noah, “I have decided to put an end to all
flesh...(14) Make yourself an ark of gopher wood...”(22) Noah
did so; just as God commanded him, so he did.
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23. Genesis 7:1-5

(1) Then the LORD said to Noah, “Go into the ark, with all your
household, for you alone have | found righteous before Me
in this generation...(5) And Noah did just as the LORD
commanded him.
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24. Genesis 15: 1-8

(1) Some time later, the word of the LORD came to Abram in a
vision. He said, “Fear not, Abram, | am a shield to you; Your
reward shall be very great.” (2) But Abram said, “O Lord GOD,
what can You give me, seeing that | shall die childless,
and the one in charge of my household is Dammesek
Eliezer!” (3) Abram said further, “Since You have granted
me no offspring, my steward will be my heir.”

(7) Then He said to him, “I am the LORD who brought you out
from Ur of the Chaldeans to assign this land to you as a
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possession.” (8) And he said, “O Lord GOD, how shall | know
that | am to possess it?”
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25. Genesis 18:20-25

(20) Then the LORD said, “The outrage of Sodom and
Gomorrah is so great, and their sin so grave! (21) | will go
down to see whether they have acted altogether according to
the outcry that has reached Me; if not, | will take note.” (22)
The men went on from there to Sodom, while Abraham
remained standing before the LORD. (23) Abraham came
forward and said, “Will You sweep away the innocent
along with the guilty? (24) What if there should be fifty
innocent within the city; will You then wipe out the place
and not forgive it for the sake of the innocent fifty who are in
it? (25) Far be it from You to do such a thing, to bring
death upon the innocent as well as the guilty, so that
innocent and guilty fare alike. Far be it from You! Shall
not the Judge of all the earth deal justly?”
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Walking With or Walking Before God:
How to Live In and Care for the World

26. Zohar 1:67b

"What is the difference between Moshe and other mortals?
At the time when the Holy One said to Moshe, 'Now leave
Me... and | shall make you into a great nation...' (Shemot
32:10), Moshe immediately said: 'Shall | then abandon
Israel's sentence for my own benefit?' ... Noach, when the
Holy One told him to build an ark, as it is written 'Behold | am
brining a flood..." ad it is written 'And | will wipe out all that |
have created from the face of the earth and | will uphold my
promise [with you]...and go to the ark.' Because He told
[Noah] that he and his sons would be saved, he did not
ask for mercy for the world, and it was destroyed.
Therefore the Flood is named after him, as it is written
(Yishayahu 54:9), 'For this is like the waters of Noach to Me;
just as | have sworn that the waters of Noach will no longer
cover the earth...."
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27. Genesis 5:22-24

(22) After the birth of Methuselah, Channoch walked with
God 300 years; and he begot sons and daughters. (23) All
the days of Chanoch came to 365 years. (24) Chanoch

walked with God; then he was no more, for God took him.
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28. Bereishit Rabbah 25:1

"And Chanoch walked with God" - R. Chama bar Hoshaya
said: [Chanoch] is not recorded in the register of the
righteous, but rather in the register of the wicked. Rabbi Aibu
taught: Chanoch was fickle; sometimes righteous and
sometimes wicked. The Holy One said: while he is
righteous | shall take him.
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29. Rav Sminshon Raphael Hirsch, Commentary to Genesis 5:
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towards themselves."

"Chanoch sought to refine himself to walk with the Lord; for this reason he distanced himself from the masses - either out
of fear, or out of disdain. But seclusion and isolation are not the Jewish way. Our pious and righteous people lived
among the masses, with the masses and for the benefit of the masses; they regarded it as their mission to elevate the masses

30. Bereishit Rabbah 25:1

Rabbi Aibu said that on Rosh HaShana Chanoch was judged
at the time that the whole world is judged.
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31. Bereishit Rabbah 30:10

"Noach walked with the Lord" — R. Yehuda said: This may be
compared to a king who had two sons, an elder one and a
younger one. To the younger one, he said, 'Walk with me,'
while to the elder one he said, 'Walk before me.' Likewise,
Avraham, who was greater, was told, 'Walk before Me'
(Gen. 17:1); concerning Noach, who was not as great, we
read: 'Noach walked with the Lord.'
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32. Rashi on Genesis 6:9

Noach Walked with God — In the case of Abraham Scripture
says, (Genesis 24:40) “[God] before whom | walked”; Noah
needed God’s support to uphold him in righteousness,
Abraham drew his moral strength from himself and
walked in his righteousness by his own effort (Genesis
Rabbah 30:10).
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