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R’ Soloveitchik, “The 15th night of Nissan is a night of ecstasy, love and gratitude. Hence, we
thank G-d not only for the chessed He has bestowed upon us, for this would be a limited way of
expressing thanks and indebtedness. On this night, the Jew is G-d-aware and G-d-loving; he
suddenly reminds himself of the many acts of endless kindness for which he is indebted to his
Maker. Everything he is and everything he has belongs to G-d. G-d created him; G-d sustains
and feeds him; G-d gives him whatever makes life worthwhile. As we say in Birkas Ha’'Mazon:
Through His great goodness, we have never lacked, and may we never lack nourishment for all
eternity.

“We express gratitude for everyone, for humanity as a whole. We acknowledge our
indebtedness for all flesh, for every plant, for the flowering bush in the garden, and for the flying
seagull over the water. The shira chadasha embraces everyone and everything. It expresses
thanks on behalf of the universe to its Creator. 1TDoN D21VY '3 :1Aw1-525 ,0N2 10). The 4th cup
represents the destiny of humanity and of the world. We begin with thanks for ourselves, for the
lonely Jew whom everyone dislikes; we finish with thanks for everyone.

“The shira chadasha reaches out beyond the present into the future. We thank G-d not only for
what He has done for us, but also for what He will do. Whether achris ha’yamim, the end of
days, is far or near, we say shira for something that has not yet happened. These portions add
a glorious eschatological dimension to the praise and thanksgiving sections so essential to the
Haggadah.™

Rambam Mishneh Torah, Hilchos Y"T 6:17-18
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1 The Seder Night: An Exalted Evening, p.156-157
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