Assorted Halakhot for Nisan vonatan shai freedman
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On a related topic, the Gemara cites that Rav Yehuda said: One who goes out during Nisan and sees trees that
are blossoming recites: Blessed...who has withheld nothing from His world, and has created in it beautiful
creatures and trees for human beings to enjoy.
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This depends on a dispute of Tanna’im as to the latest time a person may consume the Pesach sacrifice. According to Rabbi Elazar
ben Azaryah this is until midnight, whereas according to Rabbi Akiva it is until dawn. According to Rabbenu Chananel and
Tosafot, the ruling is in accordance with Rabbi Elazar ben Azaryah, whereas according to Rambam the ruling is in accordance
with Rabbi Akiva. In practice, one should be careful to finish eating afikoman before midnight (Shulchan Aruch), but if one didn’t
manage to, he may eat afikoman afterwards (Mishnah Berurah). Avnei Nezer came up with an ingenious solution to the problem
of having to finish afikoman by midnight. He assumed that according to Rabbi Elazar ben Azaryah's view that one must finish
afikoman by midnight, that is also the time when the prohibition against eating after afikoman lapses. According to this, if it is
getting close to midnight, a person should take an olive-sized portion of matzah and make a condition before eating it: if the law is
in accordance with Rabbi Elazar ben Azaryah, he is eating this as afikoman. However, if the law is in accordance with Rabbi
Akiva, he is just eating a piece of matzah. Then he should wait until after midnight, and then he may continue his meal. At the end
of the meal he should eat another olive-sized portion of matzah in case the ruling is in accordance with Rabbi Akiva, and this
second piece of matzah can serve as afikoman. Some rabbis argue against this conditional solution, but many agree with it and,
therefore, one can act that way if he cannot eat the afikoman by midnight (or, alternatively, wait to eat afikoman and rely on those
who permit eating afikoman after midnight).






