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Chief Rabbi Hermann Adler - June 1892

XXXIX. (B. 30) - The proposition that the Evening Service at the termination of the Day
of Atonement be not read publicly, cannot be entertained. It must be admitted that the
arrangement, that has hitherto obtained, is of a most unsatisfactory character. In many
Synagogues the Maariv is read whilst the majority of the congregants are quitting the
place of worship, or noisily preparing to do so. In those Synagogue where the bulk of the
congregants remain the Prayer is read, I believe, as a rule, with unseemly haste. I am
therefore extremely anxious to devise a remedy for this lack of decorum, which mars our
solemnization of this most sacred day. With this view I propose that the declaration of
the mnv, and the sounding of the 19w be deferred until after 95y — an arrangement which
is in accord with 77591 7 ©»n NN . The Evening Service is to be commenced some
little time before nightfall by the same Reader who has officiated at N>y, and is to be read
with the solemnity and impressiveness as the other Services of the day. The Reader must
be careful not to say nb71an until after nightfall. The entire Service is then to conclude with
the mmv, the 19w, and the closing of the Ark.



RAV SOLOVEITCHIK - HALACHIC MAN
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T URsurpassably awe-inspiring, sacreu, as »oie

an eternal sanctity that is reflected in the setting of the sun. 1
, remember how once, on the Day of Atonement, I went outside
into the synagogue courtyard with my father [R. Moses Solo-
veitchik], just before the Ne‘ilah service. It had been a fresh,
clear day, one of the fine, almost delicate days of summer’s
end, filled with sunshine and light. Evening was fast approach-
ing, and an exquisite autumn sun was sinking in the west,
beyond the trees of the cemetery, into a sea of purple and gold.
R. Moses, a halakhic man par excellence, turned to me and
said: “This sunset differs from ordinary sunsets for with it
forgiveness is bestowed upon us for our sins” (the end of the
d.ay atones).** The Day of Atonement and the forgiveness of
sins merged and blended here with the splendor and beauty of
the world and with the hidden lawfulness of the order of

crcatx.on and the whole was transformed into one living, holy,
cosmic phenomenon.



