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ל ה֔  י־שְׁמוּאֵֵ֣ ַֽ ֵּ֤דַע שָׁאוּלּ֙ כ  יל וַיֵֹּ֤ ִ֑ ה מְע  ה וְה֥וּא עֹטֶֶ֖ ישׁ זָקֵןּ֙ עֹלֶ֔ ֹּ֤ אמֶר א  ֹֹּ֗ ה־תָאֳר֔וֹ וַת אמֶר לָהּ֙ מַַֽ ֹֹּ֤ ד וַי קֹ֥ וּא וַי 

חוּ׃  שְׁתַָֽ רְצָה וַי  ם אֶַ֖ י   אַפַַּ֛

What does he look like?” he asked her. “It is an old man coming up,” she 

said, “and he is wrapped in a robe.” Then Saul knew that it was Samuel; and 

he bowed low in homage with his face to the ground. 

 

 י שם"רש

ומעיל קטן תעשה לו אמו ( : לעיל ב יט ) שנאמר , שהיה רגיל ללבוש מעיל  . והוא עוטה מעיל

  :(תנחומא שם) יעמדו בלבושיהם  וכן לעתיד לבא, וכן עלה , ובמעילו נקבר , 

 

חַ אֶת זְבֶֹ֖ ה ל  ישָׁ֔ עֲלוֹתָהּ֙ אֶת־א  ימָה בַַֽ ִ֑ ים ׀ יָמ  ֵ֣ יָמ  וֹ מ  ה לֶ֖ מ֔וֹ וְהַעַלְתָ֥ וֹ א  יל קָטֹןּ֙ תַעֲשֶה־לֵ֣ ֹּ֤ ־זֶ֥בַח וּמְע 

ים׃ ַֽ  הַיָמ 

His mother would also make a little robe for him and bring it up to him 

every year, when she made the pilgrimage with her husband to offer the 

annual sacrifice. 

 

 

 

The residents of Beit She’an were accustomed not to travel from Tyre to market day in Sidon on 

Shabbat eve. In deference to Shabbat, they adopted a stringency and would not interrupt their 

Shabbat preparations even for a short sea voyage. Their children came before Rabbi Yoḥanan to 

request that he repeal this custom. They said to him: Due to their wealth, it was possible for our 

fathers to earn a living without traveling to the market on Friday; however, it is not possible for us to 

do so. He said to them: Your fathers already accepted this virtuous custom upon themselves, and it 

remains in effect for you, as it is stated: “My son, hear your father’s rebuke and do not abandon your 

mother’s teaching” (Proverbs 1:8). In addition to adhering to one’s father’s rebuke, i.e., halakha, one is 

also required to preserve his mother’s teaching, i.e., ancestral customs. 

 ד "י:ח"כ:שמואל א

 ט"י: ב: שמואל א. 5

 :גמרא פסחים נ. 6

http://www.sefaria.org/Proverbs.1.8
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 :מנחות מד' גמ. 99

 ו: תשובה ז' ם הל"רמב. 91

ינָה  גְדוֹלָה תְשׁוּבָה שֶׁמְקָרֶבֶת אֶת הָאָדָם לַשְכ 

שְרָאֵל עַד ה" (הושע יד ב) שֶׁנֶאֱמַר ". אֱלֹהֶיךָ' שׁוּבָה י 

ירמיה )וְנֶאֱמַר. "'וְלאֹ שַׁבְתֶם עָדַי נְאֻם ה" (עמוס ד ו) וְנֶאֱמַר

שְרָאֵל נְאֻם ה" (ד א ם תָשׁוּב י  ם ". אֵלַי תָשׁוּב' א  כְלוֹמַר א 

דְבַק י ת  תְשׁוּבָה ב  ים. תַחֲזֹר ב  . הַתְשׁוּבָה מְקָרֶבֶת אֶת הָרְחוֹק 

חָק וְתוֹעֵבָה קָץ וּמְרֻׁ . אֶמֶשׁ הָיָה זֶה שָנאוּי לִפְנֵי הַמָקוֹם מְשֻׁׁ

וְכֵן אַתָה מוֹצֵא  .וְהַיּוֹם הוּא אָהוּב וְנֶחְמָד קָרוֹב וְיָדִיד

ים בָה מְקָרֵב  יק הַחוֹטְא  שֶׁבְלָשׁוֹן שֶׁהַקָדוֹשׁ בָרוּךְ הוּא מַרְח 

יד בֵין  ים בֵין יָח  יםאֶת הַשָב  וְהָיָה " (הושע ב א) שֶׁנֶאֱמַר. רַב 

י אַתֶם יֵאָמֵר לָהֶם בְנֵי אֵל  מְקוֹם אֲשֶׁר יֵאָמֵר לָהֶם לאֹ עַמ  ב 

  ."חָי

Repentance is of the greatest importance; 

inasmuch as it brings a man nearer to the 

Shechinah; for it is said: O Israel, return 

unto the Lord thy God, (Hos. 14. 1); again 

it is said: Yet have ye not returned unto Me, 

saith the Lord, (Amos 4. 6.); and it is also 

said: If thou wilt return, O Israel, saith the 

Lord, return unto Me, (Jer. 4. 1); meaning, 

if thou wilt but turn with repentance, thou 

wilt cleave unto Me. Repentance brings 

near to God those that were remote from 

Him. The same man who, but the day 

before, was despised, condemned, and 

rejected by God, is now beloved, 

accepted, a kin and a favorite. And thus 

we find, that the same expressions, 

wherewith the Holy One, blessed be He! 

rejected sinners, were used by Him, when 

He recalled penitents, individuals as well 

as multitudes of men; for it is said: And it 

shall come to pass, that in the place where 

it was said unto them, Ye are not My 

people, there it shall be said unto them, Ye 

are the sons of the living God, (Hos. 2. 10). 

http://www.sefaria.org/Hosea.14.2
http://www.sefaria.org/Hosea.14.2
http://www.sefaria.org/Amos.4.6
http://www.sefaria.org/Amos.4.6
http://www.sefaria.org/Jeremiah.4.1
http://www.sefaria.org/Jeremiah.4.1
http://www.sefaria.org/Jeremiah.4.1
http://www.sefaria.org/Jeremiah.4.1
http://www.sefaria.org/Hosea.2.1
http://www.sefaria.org/Hosea.2.1
http://www.sefaria.org/Hosea.14.1
http://www.sefaria.org/Amos.4.6
http://www.sefaria.org/Jeremiah.4.1
http://www.sefaria.org/Hosea.2.10
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 Reish Lakish said: Great is repentance, as the :יומא פו' גמ. 99

penitent’s intentional sins are counted for him as unwitting 

transgressions, as it is stated: “Return, Israel, to the Lord your 

God, for you have stumbled in your iniquity” (Hosea 14:2). 

The Gemara analyzes this: Doesn’t “iniquity” mean an 

intentional sin? Yet the prophet calls it stumbling, implying 

that one who repents is considered as though he only stumbled 

accidentally in his transgression. The Gemara asks: Is that 

so? Didn’t Reish Lakish himself say: Great is repentance, as 

one’s intentional sins are counted for him as merits, as it is 

stated: “And when the wicked turns from his wickedness, and 

does that which is lawful and right, he shall live 

thereby” (Ezekiel 33:19), and all his deeds, even his 

transgressions, will become praiseworthy? The Gemara 

reconciles: This is not difficult: Here, when one repents out of 

love, his sins become like merits; there, when one repents out of 

fear, his sins are counted as unwitting transgressions. 

 

http://www.sefaria.org/Hosea.14.2
http://www.sefaria.org/Ezekiel.33.19
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The Gemara relates: One day, Rabbi Yoḥanan was bathing in the JordanRiver. Reish Lakish saw him 

and jumped into the Jordan, pursuing him. At that time, Reish Lakish was the leader of a band of 

marauders. Rabbi Yoḥanan said to Reish Lakish: Your strength is fit for Torah study. Reish 

Lakish said to him: Your beauty is fit for women. Rabbi Yoḥanan said to him: If you returnto the 

pursuit of Torah, I will give you my sister in marriage, who is more beautiful than I am. Reish 

Lakish accepted upon himself to study Torah. Subsequently, Reish Lakish wanted to jump back out 

of the river to bringback his clothes, but he was unable to return, as he had lost his physical strength 

as soon as he accepted the responsibility to study Torah upon himself. 

Rabbi Yoḥanan taught Reish Lakish Bible, and taught him Mishna, and turned him into a great 

man. Eventually, Reish Lakish became one of the outstanding Torah scholars of his generation. One 

day the Sages of the study hall were engaging in a dispute concerning the following baraita: With 

regard to the sword, the knife, the dagger [vehapigyon], the spear, a hand sickle, and a harvest sickle, 

from when are they susceptible to ritual impurity? The baraita answers: It is from the time of the 

completion of their manufacture,which is the halakha with regard to metal vessels in general. 

These Sages inquired: And when is the completion of their manufacture? Rabbi Yoḥanan says: It 

is from when one fires these items in the furnace. Reish Lakish said: It is from when one scours them 

in water, after they have been fired in the furnace. Rabbi Yoḥanan said to Reish Lakish: A bandit 

knows about his banditry, i.e., you are an expert in weaponry because you were a bandit in your 

youth. Reish Lakish said to Rabbi Yoḥanan: What benefit did you provide me by bringing me close 

to Torah? There, among the bandits, they called me: Leader of the bandits, and here, too, they call me: 

Leader of the bandits. Rabbi Yoḥanan said to him: I provided benefit to you, as I brought you close to 

God, under the wings of the Divine Presence. 

 דמציעא פא בב 'גמ. 29
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As a result of the quarrel, Rabbi Yoḥanan was offended, which in turn affected Reish 

Lakish, who fell ill. Rabbi Yoḥanan’s sister, who was Reish Lakish’s wife, came crying to Rabbi 

Yoḥanan, begging that he pray for Reish Lakish’s recovery. She said to him: Do this for the sake of 

my children, so that they should have a father. Rabbi Yoḥanan said to her the verse: “Leave your 

fatherless children, I will rear them” (Jeremiah 49:11), i.e., I will take care of them. She said to 

him: Do so for the sake of my widowhood. He said to her the rest of the verse: “And let your widows 

trust in Me.” 

Ultimately, Rabbi Shimon ben Lakish, Reish Lakish, died. Rabbi Yoḥanan was sorely pained 

over losing him. The Rabbis said: Who will go to calmRabbi Yoḥanan’s mind and comfort him over 

his loss? They said: Let Rabbi Elazar ben Pedat go, as his statements are sharp, i.e., he is clever and 

will be able to serve as a substitute for Reish Lakish. 

Rabbi Elazar ben Pedat went and sat before Rabbi Yoḥanan. With regard to every matter that Rabbi 

Yoḥanan would say, Rabbi Elazar ben Pedat would say to him: There is a ruling which is taught in 

a baraita that supports youropinion. Rabbi Yoḥanan said to him: Are you comparable to the son of 

Lakish? In my discussions with the son of Lakish, when I would state a matter, he would raise 

twenty-four difficulties against me in an attempt to disprove my claim, and I would answer him 

with twenty-four answers, and the halakha by itself would become broadened and 

clarified. And yet you say to me: There is a ruling which is taught in a baraita that supports your 

opinion. Do I not know that what I say is good? Being rebutted by Reish Lakish served a purpose; your 

bringing proof to my statements does not. 

Rabbi Yoḥanan went around, rending his clothing, weeping and saying: Where are you, son of 

Lakish? Where are you, son of Lakish? Rabbi Yoḥanan screamed until his mind was taken from 

him, i.e., he went insane. The Rabbis prayed and requested for God to have mercy on him and take his 

soul, and Rabbi Yoḥanan died. 

 

 מ"ר :ם אקבצישמונה , ה קוק"איגר. 93

http://www.sefaria.org/Jeremiah.49.11

