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Silent Spring, Rachel Carson, Chapter 1

There was once a town in the heart of America where all life seemed to live
in harmony with its surroundings. The town lay in the midst of a
checkerboatd of prosperous farms, with fields of grain and hillsides of
orchards where, in spring, white clouds of bloom drifted above the green
fields. In autumn, oak and maple and birch set up a blaze of color that
flamed and flickered across a backdrop of pines. Then foxes barked in the
hills and deer silently crossed the fields, half hidden in the mists of the fall
mornings.

Along the roads, lautel, viburnum and alder, great ferns and wildflowers
delighted the traveler's eye through much of the year. Even in winter the
roadsides were places of beauty, where countless birds came to feed on the
berries and on the seed heads of the dried weeds rising above the snow.
The countryside was, in fact, famous for the abundance and variety of its
bird life, and when the flood of migrants was pouring through in spring
and fall people traveled from great distances to observe them. Others came
to fish the streams, which flowed clear and cold out of the hills and
contained shady pools where trout lay. So it had been from the days many
years ago when the first settlers raised their houses, sank their wells, and
built their barns.

Then a strange blight crept over the area and everything began to change.
Some evil spell had settled on the community: mysterious maladies swept
the flocks of chickens; the cattle and sheep sickened and died. Every where
was a shadow of death. The farmers spoke of much illness among their
families. In the town the doctors had become more and more puzzled by
new kinds of sickness appearing among their patients. There had been
several sudden and unexplained deaths, not only among adults but even
among children, who would be stricken suddenly while at play and die
within a few hours.
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There was a strange stillness. The birds, for example where had they gone? Many
people spoke of them, puzzled and disturbed. The feeding stations in the
backyards were deserted. The few birds seen anywhere wete moribund; they
trembled violently and could not fly. It was a spring without voices. On the
mornings that had once throbbed with the dawn chorus of robins, catbirds,
doves, jays, wrens, and scores of other bird voices there was now no sound; only
silence lay over the fields and woods and marsh.

On the farms the hens brooded, but no chicks hatched. The farmers complained
that they were unable to raise any pigs the litters were small and the young
survived only a few days. The apple trees were coming into bloom but no bees
droned among the blossoms, so there was no pollination and there would be no
fruit.

The roadsides, once so attractive, were now lined with browned and withered
vegetation as though swept by fire. These, too, were silent, deserted by all living
things. Even the streams were now lifeless. Anglers no longer visited them, for
all the fish had died.

In the gutters under the eaves and between the shingles of the roofs, a white
granular powder still showed a few patches; some weeks before it had fallen like
snow upon the roofs and the lawns, the fields and streams. No witchcraft, no
enemy action had silenced the rebirth of new life in this stricken world. The
people had done it themselves.

This town does not actually exist, but it might easily have a thousand
counterparts in America or elsewhere in the world. I know of no community
that has experienced all the misfortunes I describe. Yet every one of these
disasters has actually happened somewhere, and many real communities have
already suffered a substantial number of them. A grim specter has crept upon us
almost unnoticed, and this imagined tragedy may easily become a stark reality we
all shall know.

1992 World Scientists' Warning to Humanity

Scientist Statement
World Scientists' Warning to Humanity (1992)

Some 1,700 of the world's leading scientists, including the majority of Nobel laureates in the sciences, issued this appeal in November 1992. The World
Scientists' Warning to Humanity was written and spearheaded by the late Henry Kendall, former chair of UCS's board of directors.
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INTRODUCTION

Human beings and the natural world are on a collision course. Human activities inflict harsh and often
irreversible damage on the environment and on critical resources. If not checked, many of our current
practices put at serious risk the future that we wish for human society and the plant and animal
kingdoms, and may so alter the living world that it will be unable to sustain life in the manner that we
know. Fundamental changes are urgent if we are to avoid the collision our present course will bring
about.

Water Resources
Heedless exploitation of depletable ground water supplies endangers food production and other
essential human systems. Heavy demands on the world's surface waters have resulted in serious
shortages in some 80 countries, containing 40 percent of the world's population. Pollution of rivers,
lakes, and ground water further limits the supply.

Oceans
Destructive pressure on the oceans is severe, particularly in the coastal regions which produce most of
the world's food fish. The total marine catch is now at or above the estimated maximum sustainable
yield. Some fisheries have already shown signs of collapse. Rivers carrying heavy burdens of eroded
soil into the seas also carry industrial, municipal, agricultural, and livestock waste -- some of it toxic.

Soil
Loss of soil productivity, which is causing extensive land abandonment, is a widespread by-product of
current practices in agriculture and animal husbandry. Since 1945, 11 percent of the earth's vegetated
surface has been degraded -- an area larger than India and China combined -- and per capita food
production in many parts of the world is decreasing.

Forests
Tropical rain forests, as well as tropical and temperate dry forests, are being destroyed rapidly. At
present rates, some critical forest types will be gone in a few years, and most of the tropical rain
forest will be gone before the end of the next century. With them will go large numbers of plant and
animal species.

Living Species
The irreversible loss of species, which by 2100 may reach one-third of all species now living, is

especially serious. We are losing the potential they hold for providing medicinal and other benefits,
and the contribution that genetic diversity of life forms gives to the robustness of the world's biological

systems and to the astonishing beauty of the earth itself. Much of this damage is irreversible on a
scale of centuries, or permanent. Other processes appear to pose additional threats. Increasing levels

of gases in the atmosphere from human activities, including carbon dioxide released from fossil fuel
burning and from deforestation, may alter climate on a global scale. Predictions of global warming are

still uncertain -- with projected risks are very great.

http://www.scientificamerican.com/article.cfm?id=human-demand-exceeds-eart

Rachael Moeller

To assess the sustainability of past and present human activity, Mathis Wackernagel and his colleagues
did two things: first, they quantified the annual amount of land and water resources needed to meet the
human demand for food, shelter and fuel, among other things. Then they estimated the actual
productivity of the earth’s land and oceans. When the researchers compared supply and demand, they
found that in 1999 (the most recent year examined) humanity consumed 120 percent of the earth’s
sustainable—or consistently replenishable—resource capacity. In other words, the global population
exhausted a supply of natural resources equivalent to that produced by 1.2 earths each year, eroding
nature’s ability to regenerate. It seems that this trend will not soon level out. In 1961 the world used 70
percent of its sustainable productivity; since the 1980s it has consistently exceeded it.
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HILLEL HALKIN - 02.06.2007 - 12:03 PM

I’ve just read an enthusiastic article in the Forward on the subject of “eco-Judaism,” a small but growing
movement within American Judaism that seeks to emphasize the connection between environmentalism and
Judaism, and to recast environmentally-friendly acts, such as driving a gas-efficient car or using fluorescent
rather than ordinary light bulbs, as mitzvot, Jewish ritual commandments.

Why do | find this concept so silly?

It’s certainly not because I doubt the importance of environmental values if this planet is to remain livable.
And it’s certainly not because I think that Judaism, a religion in which I grew up and am reasonably well-
versed (even if I don’t observe it very much today), shouldn’t try to make itself relevant to contemporary
problems.

But there’s a big difference between trying to make Judaism relevant to contemporary problems, and trying to
turn it into a reflection of contemporary attitudes. And it’s the latter of these two activities that “eco-Judaism”
is engaged in. As such, it’s really—Ilike many other kinds of modern Judaism before it, starting with the
Reform movement in 19th-century Germany—more of an “echo-Judaism.”

I’d like to propose a simple test to determine if “eco-Judaism” is a natural outgrowth of Jewish theology and
thought. Suppose you’re not already an environmentalist. Would a knowledge of rabbinic Jewish texts and
traditions turn you into one?

The answer, of course, is no. The fact is that rabbinic Judaism, traditionally, has had very little to say about
environmental problems, for the simple reason that Jews have lived for the better part of their history in the
Diaspora—and the Diaspora was never considered by them to be their true environment. The rabbis thought
about many things, but the environment, in the sense in which the word is how used, was never one of them.
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Christianity Linked to Pollution

By EDWARD B. FISKE
Seclel 4o The New Tork Times

CLAREMONT, Calif., April 30

—A group of Protestant theo-
lopiens asserted heére today
that Christianity had played
its part in provoking the cur-
rent environmental crisis and
that any solotion to it would
require major modification of
current social and religious
values.
Among the vahwes to come
under attack were the right of
couples to have large families,
the need for a constantly ex-
pending economy and the sac-
redness of human life over
againgt the rest of nature.

The theologians, 20 in num-
ber, wers pngﬁcipmtu inml
m&&-d!,]l' conference on 3
“theslogy of survival™ which
ended today at the School of
Theology at Claremont. It was
the first major svmposium to
be convened to consider the
relipious dimensions of the ec-
ological Issue.

Virtually all af the scholars
] t.gat the traditional
Christian atitude tosward na-
ture had given sanction to ex-

loeitation of the environment

science and technology and
thus contributed to air and wa-
ter pollution, overpopulation
and other ecological threats. |

Basic to this assertion is the|
commandment in Genesis 1:28
for man to be “fruitful and
muoltiply, and fill the sarth and
subdue it, and have dominion
over the fish of the sea and
owver the birds of the air and
aver every living thing that
moves upon the earth.

In a well known article fn
Science magazine, n White
Ir.. a professor of t at
the University of California at
Los Angeles, argued that this
idea—coupled with Judeo-
Christian rejection of pagan
beliefs In the divinity of na-
ture—mada it possible for
Western = to “exploit na-
ture in a mood of indifferance
to the feelinga of natural obel
jects.™

" ‘The thecloglans also agreed
that for seversl confaries the-
ology, like Waestern philozophy,
haa gone foo far in makin
mam the center of atemtiai.
Iohn B. Cobb Ir., & professar
at Claresnort who i3 rezarded

af B majar Ametican theolo-||

inm, sazeried that this frend
an  with Descartes,
made human thought the siard-
ing point of philesephy. and
that fts effest had heen “to re-
diew  |gve of
world to semtimentalicy.™
Misunderstanding Seen
In contrast, several speakiers

argued thot the command of|

Gonestt hed béen  misunder-
sl es fhe 5.
Larém EL Fisher, a
of thi Old Testamsst
&d that Genesls &lso described
creatios B “wery good™ amd
sald ithat map, while alled
upo@ 1o develop the #&rth in
& mmponsthle manner,
never have “uslimited" power,
“Man i3 diginguishad fram
athir rex of ereation," ke
said, t he is Edver separat-
wd in oany decisive way ™
several also noded npprovisg-
I¥ thet while socenp popular

rafessor

| theclegical movements &omiinas

tn focms on man, incloding the
curTent intorest is [eativity and
celehration, ather trends have

James M. Robinsan, a i
fent Hew Testament schosliar,
Bhat man ls " respanibie

man FREPONS
E:.I't.rh doen with God's crea:

A3 examnples he cited “pro-

mthw "mﬁm:
oo
philosopher Alfred Marth -ty

d and the so-called "Raw

Acilon agalne seisien
{actlon against tinlismm.
| While agrecimg that palicicsl

siome 08 Sundomsental 1z 10

L L] [= 11
ts &xid that this could

-] e!Eﬁ_;td 'F'iﬂ:ll:l'l.l% :'l-lili.l:-u:l
m rmaptal v
e of them fipinas. e
required

gﬂ-

e
is
tad ues over criterim i

i%g

Wi |

the subhuman|,

‘'with soar
are, nots|

could|-

ﬁfjdmﬂm.ﬂﬂﬂrﬂ
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Scholars Cite Call
in Bible for Man
to Deminate Life

|prople o

major paper of the conference
“Individually and collectively
we should rapidly consider how
o simplify our lives, As Chris-
tians we need to develop a naw
asceticism based not on econ-
Jomics but on ecology.””

Dr. Cobb said that the most
fundamental specific area of
restraint should be in the size
of families. “Sometime we have
to think about the possibility
|that all the fetuses we bring
to  maturity will starve to
death," he gaid.

He said that this problem

|weas as erecial in this country

as in urhdtrdmlugud nations

birth rates he-
causa “the birth of one Ameri.
can means B0 times as much
consumption and pollution as
one child in India.”

Other necessary changes
cited conference speakers
include tance of a
steady rather than l‘l!'tl ever-
imecreazing gross national prod-
luct; the end to demand-creat-
|ing advertising, and a social
|s:.r?teu: in ‘:.'I.hmh ]ﬂmm:’s :.Eh:
igzin approv ng in t
|smallest WHIE?-; house and
getting along without a ear.

In his address Dr. Cobb also
charged that Westarn society
had gone too far in asserting
“the absolute value of every
human individual.™

While opposing
secularization™ that treats all
thingz, includi people, as

created an “absolute gulf™ be-
tween himself and naturs and

only in 50 far as it contributed
1o man's own welfare, L
Hee argued that Christianity
must bepin teaching that the
‘divine ereatlon has “instrinsic”
lvalue and that it should thus

“radical |

be the qb‘iect of the same love
that is directed to human be-
ings.

The theologlan seid that be-
vause it was impossible for
] “believe somethin
simply hecause |t seems ad-
vantageous o bellsve "™ such
& change must ultimately be
sesen as & matter of funda-
mental religious and philoso-
phical truth,

Some participants expressed
encouragement at the idea that
some of the changes required
for preservation of a viable
environment, such as the plac-
ing of human over econsmic
values, had already been shown
by the youth counterculture to
be possible means of social or-
ganization.

Prolonged Involvement

They expressed concern, how.
e;;r. that its members f!lil.il not
shown pgreat capacity for pro-
lon involvement in tha ra.
form of social institutions,

Most theologians agreed that
local churches could contribute
to the reshaping of walues in
an effective manner through
their preaching and teaching

Dr. Cobb, for instance, sal
that while invalvement in issues
such as civil rights was usually
achieved only at the cost of

linternal strife, churches could

move rather ea into enviro-
mental reform becavse the
necessary changes fell into the
area of fundamenta] wvajues, a
ffield in which they are re-
garded as authorities.

L. Harold De Wolf, the dean
if Wesley Theological Seminary
in Washington, suggested that
one way of doing this might

meanis rather than ends, he|be to emphasize that the cen-
said that Western man had|tral ﬂmwfmff holy commun-

ion, bread wine, were fun-

|damental symbols of the earth
had seen the latter as valuable 'and life,

“In the light of our new eco-
I awareness,” he =zaid,
“how fitting it is that we should

'eat and drink the products of
grain and fruit in this cele-

ration.”

H

the public amd private
rEfs.

e St
1

he rich life in wmmﬁt

nat mesisred by ecomemic

gndards." eaid Dir. Cabhb isthe

=
aE

New York Times, Op Ed, May 1, 1970
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I Models

m 1: Instructions from Eden

1. Bereishis 1:28-29

DXPYN DNY IMNN ,DPYHN 0NN 7121 N 28 And God blessed them; and God said unto them: 'Be fruitful, and
YT 5 DYDY, NIND-DN NI 127179 multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it; and have dominion
/IN-5221,00¥D W, 0D MTA over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every
NID-2Y NYRI  living thing that creepeth upon the earth.'

-52-NN 027 XNM) MN ,D’pbu 'v;N?] vy 29 And God said: 'Behold, | have given you every herb yielding seed,
SNINY,NIND-DD 239-0Y IWN VI YT AWY  which is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree, in which is the

D27 YA YIT NY-19 12N XYD-DD  fiuit of a tree yielding seed--to you it shall be for food;

Tension

2. Bereishis 2:15

“12INNN; OTRD-NN,DOPON N NP7 O 15 And the LORD God took the man, and put him into the garden of
MY NTY? NTY  Eden to dress it and to keep it.

3. Malbim, Bereishis 1:28
TN PIRT AW DN 02 AYW WY 1T OX 03 ,AW3A5YY PIRA DR NIRDAY 197 1XYW 22207 DwYNA N 7w
NIRN 979,3NPWI DR DPIRT AYIT A0 XIAW 1POXR 219p7 1390 DR Y215 ORW .07 NATA 1T NI 07 191,700
N15%13 IWR 0717 NIND 12 WHYIW awd1,21737 09IV TWR NIPPTAN NI 03 171091 1137 19,1995 21X 10
$777°1 997 X2 1771 157 w3 75732 7531 ,0°7AVY 12 P71 YITAT 09IV WK 000 29Y3a 1IDYn 177 15 ,WwD)

4. Rabbi Shimshon Rafael Hirsch, Bereishis 1:26 and 2:15

If he controls the creatures as 0%, MW ©pbx obxa, then they : ; “ acine” ;
willingly accept the yoke of his control; his control does not constitute  V1*3"). The meaning of yan>» is not merely “placing”; for every placing
subjugation and degradation, but is an elevation for them, and involves  entails releasing, freeing, and empowering. God formed man, and even
them in Divine freedom. The whole world submits willingly to man  after he was formed he was still in God’s hand; but God released him,
who is pure and who serves his Creator. If, however, man misuses his  entrusted him to himself for the first time, and gave him 7179 12 to work
position and does not control the world’s creatures as o8 — as the  and to guard. Even if the earth is a paradise for man, he must do his
representative and deputy of God — but by his own power and by the  work and perform his duty; the difference in Paradise is only that his

might of his own hand, then the living creatures do not willingly submit labors are rewarded and his handiwork is blessed.
to him. As our Sages have taught (Bereshis Rabbah 8:12): unbxa xnw nX

T () AT 97 uhwTd N3 WRY N AT NN,

5. Kohelles Rabba 7:[13]

PRSI DTR HR 7773P7 RIIV 5P 5 FUR IR PR 5399 92 93 DIPORT WYn KN 5IR9
SFINIIW 592 539 )73 PRIV ORI 51199 YWY FIRT 19 99RI )TV 1) 535K 53 5Y 195NN D03
STPINNR IRV 90 PR FTPPR BRY N5 KR 3INT TPOPH ROV THYT 15 SHNR93 73w
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6. Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik, "The Lonely Man of Faith," Tradition 7:2, Summer 1965, pp. 23-24

tve th"':;' ].Jl.]th FILH',‘:'U.\:. ThL" W 1\(:[11”1:; JL',I naot concur 1mn
their interpretations of this objective. The 1dea of hu-
manity, the great challenge summoning man to action
and movement, 15 placed by chem in owo incommensurace
perspectives,

While Adam dhe first wants co reclam himself” from
a closed-in, non-reflective, natural existence by setting
himself up as a digmifred majesric bemng capable of ruling

his environment, Adam the second sees his separateness

{l‘U‘ﬂl nature ﬂl]Lr I'||-5 L_‘)(ISlcr‘.ll_ia] “l'll‘qLiL‘JlL‘f\-_q not [‘” L]lgl]”_:r'
or majesty but in something else. There is, i his opinion,
;ll'lU[hL“l' 1110!.{!: Ui_ fxl-_‘\-'ll:"ct_‘ Lh]'ﬁ)ugh‘ l'l-'hllci-l man <an ﬁl'll_{
his own self, namely, the redemptive, which is not neces-
satily identical with the dignified. Quite often, an exis-
tence might be replete with dignity and masrery, and vet
remain unredeemed. An atheist cosmonaut ci:'cfing the
earth, advising his superiors who placed him in orbir thar

he did not encounter any angels, 111ight lay claim to dig-

nity because he courageously mastered space; he is, how-

EVET, VETTY r,"ll' Trom er-fr['{‘n\:ing | I'E‘dl"!"n'll."d EXI15t ence.

Other Limitations of Control

Shabbos
7. The Sabbath, Dr. I. Grunfeld, pg. 18

The unique provisions of the Sabbath law serve to
keep this very practical consideration in the forefront
of our minds. We are stopped on this one day from
exercising our characteristic human powers of
producing and creating in the material world. By this
very inactivity we lay these powers in homage at the
feet of God Who gave them. This basic Sabbath-idea
will be developed more fully in later chapters. If we
strain our ears, however, we may even now catch what
the Sabbath is trying to say to us.

In fact, it says to us every week what God told the
first human being:

“I have placed you in this world of mine;
everything I have created is for you. Set your
mind to it that you do not corrupt and destroy
my world.”

Here we have the essence of Sabbath. The same
act that proclaims man’s freedom also declares his
subservience to God. To use all one’s powers in t.he
service of God —there is no greater freedom than this.

Kilayim

8. Sefer HaChinuch, Mitzvah 62
IN9IYD 21w5% ¥av 09I 1271 93T 127 257 AR NP AN QW XIT N2 QWA 10 "NYT 0D RIT NIWDT P
[72°X1 27> /K] NPWXI2 DWIDA 2IN5W 113,371 129D YIwD% MR 93 71781 ,X72 WK 02V *12 NAWY 7w 720
NPWRI2] 79792% DII5T 1IARWY 11D ,IwYR DY 00 abynbn no Swnn Inx1 Inx 95 by o31,0°87217 Sy mnrnd
,1V302 AR IAXR 9D AWIVY NPIWD 12917197312 IR 72909 D19 17 PRW A0nYn 2wy 72 PR [, AwID 727
WHNWIY OTX 212 WNR XYW 1T 73 W2 NIATIYNT NOXPPHI,INKR 1 QY 170 PN 02N NINR 79D onh v
13
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9. Devorim 20:19

DNPN? D27 DY) PY-OR NIN->2 V> 19 When thou shalt besiege a city a long time, in making war against it
N2 NYY-NNX NYD-ND ,AYONY 1°2Y  to take it, thou shalt not destroy the trees thereof by wielding an axe
:nﬁ;p N NN ,‘:’;Nh 11212 73--117) Y2Y  against them; for thou mayest eat of them, but thou shalt not cut them
2¥92 PN NI ,NTWD XY OTND XD down; for is the tree of the field man, that it should be besieged of
thee?

--NIN DAND NY-ND-D YTIN-IYN XY P 3 20 Only the trees of which thou knowest that they are not trees for
PYN-5Y N0 NI ;NI STPNYD NN food, them thou mayest destroy and cut down, that thou mayest build
NTY TY--NRNZR TRY NYY N’D'W{\’._.)?:}S bulwarks against the city that maketh war with thee, until it fall. {P}
9

Why?

10. Sefer Hachinuch, Mitzvah 529
937 Yom pPII11 7207 112 20 I3 TINNT,12 PRI NPYVINM 2307 2IRY WD THDY I3 RINW VI TIRDT WU

X21,777I0% NIX ©°37PH7 1137 2102 DARYI BIYW 0°AMIR TWYH SWIRY DYTONN 77 111, A0AwE 127 301 v
952 RWAN 127 93 19°% 92¥0% 1951 0K, IRTW ANNwT 117K 933 00y 7%07,09193 Y70 Dw 9373 199K 172X
9195 ,77 770 72 TN QIR 7792 ,0°0°NWH 7RI 02 DNNWRA D RRY 1R YW 0enR 0ovwan 15 X91,0M
,0919% 19N 2302 WD1 33 NPWI W2 PO ,YI AR RY IR? nnw /7,177 29win] 2IN0W 1°1¥31,0719Y P21 XI7 13

.00MEM T

Details

Extent

n. Sifri, Devorim, Shoftim 203

99395 TIATH D957 SN 53995 TIWNID QR P31 1893 KON 95 PR 1193 ¥5Y NITI0 HNY SR SNUH R
2937 593 1YY AR NWVH R

12. Talmud Bavli, Shabbos 140b
SPNWE 53 BIWN 93YP - SONT SIRY MIPWT NI 59935 7195 FTWORT IR IR (RTON 39 9N

NI INDY FPNVH D3 DIVN 933P - RN IHWI RIPW S5WNIY FWORT JND IR : R 39 9N
SPTY ROVT SVNWH D3 N

Exceptions

..unless the value of the wood is greater than
the value of the fruit. Bava Kama 91b

..unless the destruction is for protection of health
Talmud Shabbos 128b

...unless you have a personal aesthetic preference
Talmud Shabbos 140b
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...unless it is for the gratification of personal psy-

chological need.

Talmud Shabbos 105b

..unless it is an expression of anger and there-
fore serves as a catharsis

Codified
13. Rambam, Hilchos Melochim 6:8-10

Tosafos to Talmud Kidushin 32a

m 950

TXIP 997,7%Y DR NPAWN X? I0RIW WY 2715 DO NHR DN YN PRI ATV PINY YO8N IR PRYIP PR
NIYOR P21 1P 0K INIR PPRYIP AR, API? ANAWwR 777 2R 127K PR 93 2Ipn 933 ’YX 7392 118m1a X9, A0
JNAW 77 RYXR 7790 770K XD ,0790° PRI 2101 IR ,DPINR 7IW3A PUIHw 15 X ,0INR

v 7957

;12 ITI0Y YIRT IPRW UYIN AT RYR WY PRI PRIAY YIRM 1R 197,12 IR IR 19DXR INIR PIPY I 270 19K 93
JI%IP° XD 070 2P AW XITW YPT1,0°0°T 2P Y17 ,13¥IP7 RYY AWV NOT R 7291,I0IR PIRY NI

11950

X2 921¥,ANNW 777 MPIRM TIRMI YN DNI0T,]7I2 DM, D2TA2 YIIPT 3,0°95 12wnT 3 RPKR 7292 N1YRT R

YE3C 17D DD Ppb Don P unn iy
QL ©D Pnb PH Yo e Y Ao
MPEDY 10 (hhal pre 7P D750 ophd ph
o7 53b ipPPEos orvn drwe vy o pb
ONTE abb7D vy IpbEoE e OPPED LN IMINT
DIEY D13 £ HH ,opped Y53 of pbhe 1o opEm
D7 LD HLe 27> TN B 13vIp 0P
03D D oD PP vdY b 3 dvp b1y Seaa
orh H3E3 15 oW obh o5 3 P Shney
ADW NS

DBU30 by Dh OPPED MB'H 0L YIS AT
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14. Chazon Ish, Rambam Melochim 6:8

15. Shulchan Aruch Harav, Hilchos Shemiras Haguf 14
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J213: Neighbors

Laws
16. Mishnayos, Baba Basra, Perek 2:3,8-9,14
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Underlying Principle
17. Teshuvos Harosh, Klal 108:10
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19. Mirage of Health, Rene Dubos, pg. 216

close to the millennium of good health. It is true that
we have cleared our dwellings of the filth and ver-
min that sheltered and nurtured the killing microbes
of disease; but we remain as much as ever easy prey
to ill-defined microbial ailments which do not take
life but just ruin it and which we can neither diag-
nose nor cure. We have eliminated some of the great-
est and most obvious contaminants of food and
drink; but we poison our atmosphere, and endanger
future generations as well, with the gases of chemi-
cal processes, the smoke of factories, the pulverized
rubber and exhaust of motorcars, and man-made ra-
diations. We have eliminated from modern society
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Water Pollution
http://environment.nationalgeographic.com/environment/freshwater/pollution/

. In developing countries, 70 percent of industrial wastes are dumped untreated into waters, polluting the
usable water supply.

. On average, 99 million pounds (45 million kilograms) of fertilizers and chemicals are used each year.

. Portland, Oregon, is actively pursing “green roofs” and “green streets” to prevent sewer overflows into the

Willamette River. Chicago, lllinois, now has more than 517,000 acres (209,222 hectares) of vegetated roofs—more
than any other U.S. city—which are helping to catch storm water, cool the urban environment, and provide
opportunities for rooftop gardens.

Atmospheric Pollution

A Short History of Nearly Everything, Bill Bryson, pg. 157-159
His main work done, Patterson now turned his attention to the nagging

question of all that lead in the atmosphere. He was astounded to find that
what little was known about the effects of lead on humans was almost in-
variably wrong or misleading—and not surprisingly, he discovered, since
for forty years every study of lead’s effects had been funded exclusively by
manufacturers of lead additives.

In one such study, a doctor who had no specialized training in chem-
ical pathology undertook a five-year program in which volunteers were
asked to breathe in or swallow lead in elevated quantities. Then their urine
and feces were tested. Unfortunately, as the doctor appears not to have
known, lead is not excreted as a waste product. Rather, it accumulates in
the bones and blood—-that’s what makes it so dangerous—and neither bone
nor blood was tested. In consequence, lead was given a clean bill of health.

To his great credit, Patterson never wavered or buckled. Eventually his
efforts led to the introduction of the Clean Air Act of 1970 and finally to
the removal from sale of all leaded gasoline in the United States in 1986.
Almost immediately lead levels in the blood of Americans fell by 80 per-
cent. But because lead is forever, those of us alive today have about 625

times more lead in our blood than people did a century ago. The amount
of lead in the atmosphere also continues to grow, quite legally, by about a
hundred thousand metric tons a year, mostly from mining, smelting, and
industrial activities. The United States also banned lead in indoor paint,
“forty-four years after most of Europe,” as McGrayne notes. Remarkably,
considering its startling toxicity, lead solder was not removed from Amer-

ican food containers until 1993.
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