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Walking in the footsteps of our Forefathers: seeking a redeemed world
From Covenant to Fulfillment - Abraham to Shlomo

[bookmark: _GoBack]Class # 9– Narratives and Reality and The plagues of Egypt
Senior Fellowship Leadership Program
Rabbi Pinny Rosenthal - prepared collaboratively with Rabbi Yoni Sacks 

Narratives versus Reality
An increasingly common term that we are seeing in Western political discourse is “narrative.”  Everybody has their narrative.  The news media build a narrative, politicians create their narratives, entire governments produce narratives which they wish for their populations to consume unquestioningly.  The term essentially refers to the version of events, coupled with the interpretation (aka spin) of those events, that the narrative-builder wishes for the consumer to believe, nearly always in contravention to what is plainly visible before our eyes.  Who are you going to believe?  The narrative builder telling you something you likely want to hear, or your lying eyes?
- The Neo-Ciceronian Times

Two narratives of the same event
MNBC - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cyVMmptVP3E

Fox narrative  https://youtu.be/eVD0AtTPHVA?t=14m43s 

Moses Told What to Expect – Shemot Chapter 7
7:1 God said to Moses, 'Observe! I will be making you like a god to Pharaoh, and your brother Aaron will be your prophet. 7:2 You must announce all that I order you to, and your brother Aaron will relate it to Pharaoh. He will then let the Israelites leave his land. 7:3 'I will make Pharaoh obstinate, and will thus have the opportunity to display many miraculous signs and wonders in Egypt. 7:4 This is why Pharaoh will not pay attention to you. But then I will display My power against Egypt, and with great acts of judgment, I will bring forth from Egypt My armies - My people, the Israelites. 7:5 When I display My power and bring the Israelites out from among them, Egypt will know that I am God.' 7:6 Moses and Aaron did this. They did exactly as God had instructed them. 7:7 When they spoke to Pharaoh, Moses was 80 years old, and Aaron was 83 years old.

The Staff Becomes a Serpent
7:8 God said to Moses and Aaron, 7:9 'When Pharaoh speaks to you, he will tell you to prove yourself with a miraculous sign. You [Moses] must then tell Aaron, 'Take your staff and throw it down before Pharaoh. Let it become a viper!' ' 7:10 Moses and Aaron came to Pharaoh. They did exactly as God had said. Aaron threw his staff down before Pharaoh, and it became a viper. 7:11 Pharaoh summoned his scholars and magicians. The master symbolists were able to do the same thing with their magic tricks. 7:12 When each one threw down his staff, [the staffs] all turned into vipers.
Aaron's staff then swallowed up their staffs.
7:13 But Pharaoh remained obstinate and did not pay attention to them, just as God had predicted.


The Covenant with Avraham – “Between the Pieces”
15:13 [God] said to Abram, 'Know for sure that your descendants will be foreigners in a land that is not theirs for 400 years. They will be enslaved and oppressed. 15:14 But I will finally bring judgment against the nation who enslaves them, and they will then leave with great wealth. 15:15 You shall join your fathers in peace, and you will be buried at a good old age. 15:16 The fourth generation will return here, since the Amorite's sin will not have run its course until then.' 15

1. Why wasn’t there just one plague to release the Jewish people from slavery?
The Ramban on the Plagues – the Makot
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RAMBAN ELUCIDATED

s (.. the proper meaning of “between your eyes” in verse 9) [Seripture] continued and stated
jna later verse and for totafos (v. 16),  omm wxvn mana Yax munb oomyn 1 myna 'pm; Txa%
nispia DY — to make clear that the commandment is not tYo'plaéé :thé_té/;illin below, between
{he eyes, but on the top of the head, placed there like totafos-ornaments. o nv:n' TS MK
b3p X3 D37 D3 — And furthermore [Scripture] stated “fotafos” in the plufa:l form because
they are several compartments that make up the head tefillin,” as we have received through the
tradition.

[Ramban now .begins a lengthy discussion of the unique importance of the Exodus, explaining
yhy the Torah gives us so many mitzvos to commemorate that event. He ultimately expounds on
the underlying purpose of all the mitzvos, and of Creation itself:]
na1 myn oywa 593 3% Tmix Aoyt — Now I shall tell you a general principle regarding the
explanation of many commandments. Ny tbnn Wik mm o%iya T ahay N nyn nan
nnx3 wanwiy — Now, from the time idolatry came into being in the world, i.e., from the days
of Enosh,™ views regarding the authentic principles of faith began to be corrupted by people.
KN KRS KM 2w 1R obiy 3 DMPINY NPV DMDa Din — Some of them denied the
findamental belief in a Creator and said that the world is eternally ancient;”® they denied
Hushem and said, “He exists not!”™ ny1 wn YK YT NN’ TIRK D187 Y3 DWNIR DA
M2 - Some of them deny [God’s] knowledge of the particulars of human events; they say,
“Hoto can God know? Is there knowledge in the Most High?”"  Dwnam nyra 1y Rea
MY - And some of them admit to God’s knowledge of world events but deny H1§ supervision
ofthem =3ty ix Wiy DAY X1 o2 Yxn M N5Ww 0T T DN WY - and thus in their n_nnds
‘making man like the fish of the sea”” in that God does not oversee them and there is no
EWMent or reward for them for their deeds;®®  "Y¥7 nR 1Ay ... DK, - and they say,
HiskEM does not see us; HasHEM has forsaken the anc s 5 » qwx: — However, when
B30) bty by g mawa not Doy TPYN TR K WA DTOKD TP R L eration

s S P IR d performs a wonder for them involving an
IS a group or an individual and p : bsb nqam — the negation
of the ) pbs YK NIV P13 532 1AM Sace
world’s usual course and natural law, A DR s - i i KXboaT noind 2
of all ¢y ; . all,  fonm mioy ot W T K7Ra nated
ese heretical views is made clear to all, /TZ=0E 2

! ve that God is too sublime to involve

3, they belie )
m_l}ﬁmba“ has explained whv the Torah changed 'fh(.)'. 18_} i\'r .': yt,he affairs of lowly man. Seie .Rar,r‘l‘bans‘
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dicates that the world indeed has a God, Wh,
11 that occurs within it, and is all-powerfu] &
noinm T WR — And when that wonder i

Siam mawm v — for the supernatural wonder in
originated it ex nihilo, knows all, and oversees a
NI NANAK TV 19K 130T K131 791 n9nn M KT i
furthermore publicly declared beforehand through a prophet, the tl‘l_lth of the principle of prophecy
is made clear by it as well, X237 5x 1710 7172 DTN N DN 5K 72712 — namely, “that God
will speak to a person”® and “reveal His secret to His servants the prophets,”® oy ownm
Y3 mina — and with acknowledgment of this principle the entire Torah is sustained.®

[Ramban now shows how the ten plagues, “miraculous wonders” all, exposed the falsity of all the
aforementioned heretical views:]
amwna ‘;;_7 nﬁjn'? SYIRT 27p3 171K 12 V1IN '[S_’Y_J'?” omona 21N27 NRKY '[3’?1 - Scripture therefore
states regarding the wonders in Egypt, so that you will know that I am HASHEM in the midst of
the land (above, 8:18), indicating the idea of Divine Providence, BnyTd D™MpnY ANIK 21 X590 -
for [God] did not abandon [the land] to random occurrences, as was [the heretics’] view.*
wrIna Sy niab yaxa a2 3 vIn wnY” "x) — And [Scripture] states further in connection with
the plagues, so that you shall know that the earth is HASHEM’s (above, 9:29), indicating the idea of
the origination of the world by a Creator, %% Dx12w 5w o 12 — for they (i.e., the earth and all
its inhabitants) are “His” (i.e., HASHEM’s) by virtue of the fact that He created them from
nothing.  nY>m by nitab yaxa 933 Wing Px 3 Y10 MY’ M) - And it stated also in
connection with the plagues, so that you shall know that there is none like Me in all the world
(above, 9:14), indicating the idea of omnipotence of Hashem, 112 23yn Px o3 whw R -
that He rules over all, and nothing can deter Him.  m'pznon X Dwnan omynd 7 ot 533 -
These three declarations and the miraculous plagues that precipitated them were needed because
the Egyptians had denied or doubted all this.®”  ounx1 oy mbmaa DnDiRm NIRRT 12 BX
.93 m7in21 X712 ninKa — Accordingly, the great signs and wonders in Egypf are “trustworthy
witnesses”% with regard to belief in the Creator and the entire Torah.°
D13 1% Yy b3 wy3 917932 oM NIK Ay XY 113 Maya1 — Now, because God does not perform 2
e v wonder in everv.generation in sicht of ovors ol vt amc e ooy iy ge - g0 - swmine IV
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