Davening in a Multifaith Room
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12. http:/ /rabbikaganoff.com/jews-and-idols/
Parshas Re’eih includes several mitzvos that involve idol worship. In addition, when Pharoah asked Moshe to pray to end the
plague of Hail, Moshe responded that he would pray as soon as he left the city. Rashi, quoting the Mechilta, notes that he
could not pray in the city, because it was full of idols. Thus, we see that one should not pray in a place containing idols. The
other questions above also relate to thehalachic requirement to distance ourselves from idols and idolatrous practice. (As



always, the purpose of this article is not to render halachic decisions, but to familiatize our readership with the background of
the issues. We direct each reader to his own rav or posek to answer specific shaylos.)

In a similar context, the Gemara (Shabbos 127b) records that when Rabbi Yehoshua needed to speak to a Roman, he removed
his tefillin(which he wore all day) before entering the house, so as not to expose the tefillin to the tumah of the idols that an
upper class Roman would have.

Meditation room

Let us begin our discussion by explaining the first of our opening questions. Yankel is traveling on business, and his itinerary
allows him to daven in the airport, between flights. However, the bustle of his fellow travelers makes it difficult to find a place
where he can daven with any sort of kavanah. There is a “meditation room” in the airport, where he can find a quiet corner,
but this room is probably used by idol worshippers for their prayers. May he daven there?

We can actually find a precedent for Yankel’s predicament in a responsum penned approximately six hundred years ago, by the
great posck, Rav Yisroel Isserlin, who authored the Terumas Hadeshen (#6). His case is fairly similar to Yankel’s — despite the
fact that none of the airports he used sported meditation rooms. The Terumas Hadeshen’s question concerns a traveler who
needs to daven mincha. Our traveler sees that his two best options are:

(1) To go to a field that is alongside the road and pray there.

(2) To wait until he reaches the nearest inn, which will be one owned and operated by gentiles, and pray there.

Praying in an open field

The Gemara frowns strongly on someone who prays in an open area (Brachos 34b, Tur and Shulchan Aruch, Orach

Chayim 90:5). Thus, the Terumas Hadeshen suggests that perhaps it is better to wait until he arrives at the inn and pray there.
On the other hand, he notes that praying in a non-Jewish inn, even should he find a quiet corner, involves its

own halachic challenges, since the inn will =undoubtably be filled with idols and graven images. The Terumas

Hadeshen quotes both the Mechilta and the Gemara mentioned above as proofs that one should not pray in a place containing
religious icons. Therefore, the better choice is for our traveler to pray in an empty field, if he can find a place where he will not
be distracted. However, if there is no place to daven outside without risking being bothered, he should wait until he arrives at
the inn, hoping that he’ll find an undisturbed corner in which to daven.

Thus, we see that the Terumas Hadeshen understands that Moshe left the city to daven because he had an alternative place —
but it is permitted to pray in a city containing idols, when there is no alternative.

Based on this Terumas Hadeshen, we should be able to answer Yankel’s inquiry. If there is no better place in the airport where
he can daven undisturbed, it would seem that he may use the meditation room. Of course, I suggest that our readers refer this
question to their own rabbonim and poskim.

13. http://www.halacha2go.com/php/h2go/home2.php?number=744
May I Daven in a Multi-Faith Prayer Room?
Hospitals, airports and prisons usually designate a certain area as a “Prayer Room” for people of all faiths. In hospitals and
airports, where the place is used only temporarily by individuals passing through, it would be permitted, provided that the
halachos governing any tefillah(prayer) are adhered to (such as that any women who are in view are dressed in a tznius—
modest—manner) and that there are no overt icons of other religions (like a cross) present—or they are covered while Jews
pray.
Prisoners who need to use a prayer room on a regular basis have a greater halachic issue with utilizing such a space.
Nevertheless, it is permitted if it is the only available and appropriate place that would allow them to concentrate on davening.
Halachah states that b’shaas hadechak (in pressing circumstances), even a place of gilulim (idols) may be used for prayer.
Me’aras Hamachpelah (the Tomb of the Patriarchs) is used as a shuldespite the fact that it is also a permanent place of worship
for another religion. However, Me’aras Hamachpelah differs from multi-faith prayer rooms due to a number of distinctive
factors: It was a Jewish place of tefillah long before it was sequestered by Moslems; in addition, it is less problematic to utilize
a mosque than a church, on account of important differences in doctrine inherent in those faiths.
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