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The Themes of Rosh Hashanah
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Horeb — Rav S R Hirsch

As our Sages have indicated to us, we know from Numbers, chapter x
that this 7vn is composed of ayen, 73N and m”?h—’of & hin'
a broken, and a plain note—and from the same sourccl o knc;wp t‘oo'
the mearimg of these sound_s. In order to gather many people toq,cthct"
i one place only one plain note was sounded=nypn. To disband
— dP ’1'“h : il' Y0, 1PN, a plain, a broken and a plin note were

ed. Thus the plain note calls different elements into one direction,

while the broken one causes an uphcaval, a violent shaking, a move-
ment. Thus the note ordering the breaking up of the camp brm—
(1) minds spread over various occupations towards one single thought
by means of the single note; (2) the cessation and “breaking-up’ of thi;
prcoccupaticm_’ by means of the broken note; and (3) a further advance
in a definite direction by means of the final plain note.

After having had its effect upon the mind, the plain note brings all
the various tendencies of the mind converging upon one point. The
broken note penetrates, shatters, moves, softens from this one point.
The final plain tone reassembles and redirects the disintegrated mind
along one straight path.

These ideas when applied to Rosh Hashanah, where teru’ah also is com- 22!
posed of Av*pn, M¥TN and ny'pn, convey the following lesson: Teki’ah
calls you from your continuous living in an outer world and from the
dissipation of your powers and energies to introspection and to turning
upwards to God. And so it brings you through your innermost self to
God. Terw'ah bids you let this newly gained conception of God pet-
meate the whole of your present inner and outer life, your erstwhile
thoughts, feelings, words, deeds and pleasures; the good things you
enjoy in your inner and outer life today. Immerse your complete self
in this rock-shattering ‘ God-concept.” Test your thoughts and deeds to
sce whether each and every one comes up to standard. Terw’ ah makes
you quiver, it softens you, it subdues you before God. Teki’ah, how-
ever, puts strength into you, gives you courage and lifts you out of this
state of languidness, out of this disintegration of things past to a life
before God which ever after will be unified, straight, strong.

In consonance, therefore, with our spiritual thoughts and deeds called :
into being at Rosh Hashanah, the initial 5°pn signifies introspection
and a rising above ourselves; the 7310 a purification of ourselves; and
the final m¥*pn a determination to follow a more righteous future. Thus
they correspond to nawn, n%on and AP, which our Sages declare are
the rich harvest of the Rosh Hashanah day. :
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The entire duty which devolves upon you at KOSQ Hasnanan is to
ycknowledge anew in your heart that God is your Master, your
judge, and your Teacher, Who, like a father, rears you 'and tcaches you
His law, even though you may have forgotten Him 1n your hfe‘. As
Holy Writ tells us: wyor xin nobm /7 uppAR ‘N WWdY ‘A %9, .For
the Lord is our Judge, the Lord is our Lawgiver, the Lord is our King;
He will save us’ (Isa. xxxiii, 22). And therefore each one of these three
ideas must penetrate into your very soul in all their meaning and with
full understanding. Give full thought to these ideas: (1) God Who is
Master of all calls you as your Master to test whether you have lived as
His servant, and to actuate you to live as His servant henceforth: 75°pn,
n9¥an, AP, in the sense of nPobn. (2) God Who is the Judge of all is
also your Master, and as such He calls you to test whether you have
lived under His watchful eye, as it were, and to induce you to live as
under His eye henceforth: ay*pn, nvn, nypn, in the sense of M2
(3) God Who is the Teacher of all is also your Master and as such He
calls you to test whether you have lived in accordance with His Torah
and have led your life in the measure of His teaching; and to lead you
in order that you will follow Him from now on in the way in which
His Torah and His providence want to direct you: ay»pn, ny1n, 1v°pn
in the sense of mApw. Thus you have nan! for mro%n, n"n for P21,
and n"n for mIpW; and the pattern of the terw’ah is as follows:



