Unit 1.1 - The Cold King and the Rebellious Son

Part 1: Avishag

Technical Questions

What does it mean Bo Bayamim? i
1. Chomas Anach, 1:1 Rl ~

M0 NRT 7T 1 YIT 2N WD .0 KA |pT TIT )'minl { : -
97X 7w MY 'y "N 2272 i atvn 1T D grom 1" i
D TINN7 AWOKRI THDY N"VAT 'NIWR MY 'Y "R Y v ; <
DM X2 TIT NI D .07 AN DM XA T TIT )M n"o
DI7wun Mw 'v D 'y XMunma |77 17001 NiIam o101 0T "o
D'MIAD I'N D 0IN0 MY 'V 190N INA X721 .A"NTRT nY 97
N W'D MY 'Y 17 1N DAY QOI' Ay DNNAN T 7Y pnal
X2 |77 TIT )01 N2 1" NTRT MY 'Y pna TRIEYITEN
N2 X71"N .90I' 37V DNNAR 1M D X" XNVNA XINY D'
' IM NN D NIPWA 07D 1N KT D DDIN0 MY 'y 190N
WTN N1 W'ND17IXY DY DT NKRIE7"TYUND I'NRT PR DY YUY
P71 [IPNN NIYYYT DRIYRIN DR 71D i KY
DNNR MY "7 INIY

Why did the king lose warmth?
2. Rashi 1:1
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Part 2: Adoniya’s Control

Technical Questions
Who is Adondia?
5. II Shmuel 3:2-5
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Why did he choose these people? Why was Avyasar on this side?
6. Radak 1:7
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Bigger Questions

 What is the significance in hearing about Avishag? Didn’t he have many wives?

¢ How are these two sections connected?

e Why is this a new sefer altogether - surely up till now David’s life has been
recorded in Sefer Shmuel. Why a new sefer now?

Level 1

7. Malbim 1:1
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Level 2: Sin and Escape
8. II Shmuell2:3
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but the poor man had only one little ewe lamb that he had bought. He tended it and it grew up

together with him and his children: it used to share his morsel of bread, drink from his cup, and
nestle in his bosom; it was like a daughter to him.
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Unit 1.2 - The Contingency Plan

Nasan and Batsheva Appeal to
David (1:11-27)

When exactly did David swear that
Shlomo would rule in his place?
9. Radak 1:13
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What does the word Chatoim mean in

this sense?
10. Metzudos Tzion 1:21

IR'ON' X721 NYWN 7R VIR (TV D D'VDIY) [21,]NON |2VN KRIN .D'RLN

11. Malbim 1:21
INVN T HY INTI VY IINRY ,n:n‘m‘; 129 N NYVY YT RINY INR 7D ,DIRVON YWY 1121 AR IR
NMIR INTI AWIR DNN NARIND YNIRY ,DIT 12D 1NNIVIY 19IRT IR 5® RVN 17791 DN ,LIROM
IR 73 939 MY 7P NNYY PYRY DR 19 PRY 1N ,TTI2 YR DI q¥PY 1112 YT 7PN ,DORVND NNYNY
(X" 'D) 2 S5RINY 7901 1IWIAW 799 NN Y9N RYOW N 120 ,'l'ﬂ'? Yaw na nn’n

David’'s Response (1:28-37)
Why does David call her specifically?
12. Ralbag 1:28
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What does the last bracha mean?
14. Radak 1:31
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Where is the Gihon Spring?
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Why does this anointing take place by the spring?
15. Talmud Bavli, Horiyos 12a
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The Sages taught: One anoints the kings only upon a spring, as an omen, so that their kingdom
will continue like a spring, as it is stated with regard to the coronation of Solomon before the
death of David: “And the king said unto them: Take with you the servants of your lord, and let
Solomon my son ride upon my own mule, and bring him down to Gihon. And let Tzadok the
priest and Nathan the prophet anoint him there king over Israel and sound the shofar and say:
Long live King Solomon” (I Kings 1:33-34).
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§ Apropos good omens, the Gemara cites a statement that Rabbi Ami said: This person who
seeks to know if he will complete his year or if he will not, i.e., whether or not he will remain
alive in the coming year, let him light a lamp, during the ten days that are between Rosh
HaShana and Yom Kippur, in a house in which wind does not blow. If its light continues
to burn, he knows that he will complete his year.
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And one who seeks to conduct a business venture and wishes to know if he will succeed

or if he will not succeed, let him raise a rooster. If the rooster grows fat and healthy, he will
succeed.
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One who seeks to embark on a journey and wishes to know if he will return and come to
his home or if he will not, let him go to a dark [dahavara] house. If he sees the shadow of a
shadow he shall know that he will return and come home. The Sages reject this: This omen
is not a significant matter. Perhaps he will be disheartened if the omen fails to appear, and
his fortune will suffer and it is this that causes him to fail. Abaye said: Now that you said
that an omen is a significant matter, a person should always be accustomed to seeing
these on Rosh HaShana: Squash, and fenugreek, leeks, and chard, and dates, as each of
these grows quickly and serves as a positive omen for one’s actions during the coming year.

What was the plan here? Why did David not address Adoniah directly?
16. Malbim 1:32
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17. Abarbanel 1:33
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Shlomo is Anointed (1:38-48)
How did they hear?
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Adonia’s Party Disbands and He Seeks Amnesty (1:49-53)

Why is Adoniah hanging onto the corned of the Mizbeiach?
18. Ralbag 1:50
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19. Rashi 1:50
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What lessons do we learn from this story?

20. Abarbanel 1:53
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Unit 1.3 Last
Wishes

David to Shlomo: Keep
the Law (2:1-4)

Was the monarchy of the
house of David inherent or
contingent?
The Promise

21. I Shmuel 7:12-16

"David’'s Dying Charge to Solomon”
By Ferdinand Bol (1616-1680)
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The Retraction

22. 1 Melachim 11:39

12 When thy days are fulfilled, and thou shalt sleep with
thy fathers, I will set up thy seed after thee, that shall
proceed out of thy body, and I will establish his kingdom.

13 He shall build a house for My name, and I will establish
the throne of his kingdom for ever.

14 T will be to him for a father, and he shall be to Me for a
son; if he commit iniquity, I will chasten him with the rod
of men, and with the stripes of the children of men;

15 but My mercy shall not depart from him, as I took it
from Saul, whom I put away before thee.

16 And thy house and thy kingdom shall be made sure for
ever before thee; thy throne shall be established for ever.'
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However, I will not take the entire kingdom away from him, but will keep him as ruler as long as he lives
for the sake of My servant David whom I chose, and who kept My commandments and My laws.
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But I will take the kingship out of the hands of his son and give it to you—the ten tribes.
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To his son I will give one tribe, so that there may be a lamp for My servant David forever before Me in
Jerusalem—the city where I have chosen to establish My name.
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But you have been chosen by Me; reign wherever you wish, and you shall be king over Israel.
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If you heed all that I command you, and walk in My ways, and do what is right in My sight, keeping My
laws and commandments as My servant David did, then I will be with you and I will build for you a
lasting dynasty as I did for David. I hereby give Israel to you;
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and I will chastise David’s descendants for that [sin], though not forever.”

23. Mishna Torah Hilchos Melachim 1:7
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Settling the Scores (2:5-10)

What did Yoav do?
24. 1T Shmuel 3:24-28

R2-737 :ADWY 70 MRS ,q’z@n-%_g aX1 X327 70 24 Then Joab came to the king, and said: 'What hast thou done? behold, Abner
97 797 909w n1-nnb YR ax  came unto thee; why is it that thou hast sent him away, and he is quite gone?

-DR m_7‘[?1 ;X3 ﬂ!]h@'? °2,73-12 72R-DR pYT? 15 25 Thou knowest Abner the son of Ner, that he came to deceive thee, and to
WR-Y2 DX, DY ,(RIIM) TRIAN-NRT,TREIN know thy going out and thy coming in, and to know all that thou doest.'
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, 2R IR D’,D?f'??_: ﬂ'_?!;f?l , 717 097,281 X% 10 26 And when Joab was come out from David, he sent messengers after Abner,
Y7 XY 717157790 9an InRk 3aw?y  and they brought him back from Bor-sirah; but David knew it not.
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T ’ T vnx Sxmwy  that he died, for the blood of Asahel his brother.
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25. I Shmuel 19:4-11
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What did Barzilai do?
26. Il Shmuel 19:32-33
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What did Shimi do?
27. 11 Shmuel 16
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28 And afterward when David heard it, he said: T and my kingdom are guiltless
before the LORD for ever from the blood of Abner the son of Ner;

29 let it fall upon the head of Joab, and upon all his father's house; and let
there not fail from the house of Joab one that hath an issue, or that is a leper,
or that leaneth on a staff, or that falleth by the sword, or that lacketh bread.'

4 Then said the king to Amasa: 'Call me the men of Judah together within
three days, and be thou here present.'

5 So Amasa went to call the men of Judah together; but he tarried longer
than the set time which he had appointed him. {S}

6 And David said to Abishai: 'Now will Sheba the son of Bichri do us more
harm than did Absalom; take thou thy lord's servants, and pursue after him,
lest he get him fortified cities, and escape out of our sight.'

7 And there went out after him Joab's men, and the Cherethites and the
Pelethites, and all the mighty men; and they went out of Jerusalem, to
pursue after Sheba the son of Bichri.

8 When they were at the great stone which is in Gibeon, Amasa came to meet
them. And Joab was girded with his apparel of war that he had put on, and
thereon was a girdle with a sword fastened upon his loins in the sheath
thereof; and as he went forth it fell out. {S}

9 And Joab said to Amasa: 'Is it well with thee, my brother?' And Joab took
Amasa by the beard with his right hand to kiss him.

10 But Amasa took no heed to the sword that was in Joab's hand; so he
smote him therewith in the groin, and shed out his bowels to the ground, and
struck him not again; and he died. And Joab and Abishai his brother
pursued after Sheba the son of Bichri.

11 And there stood by him one of Joab's young men, and said: 'He that
favoureth Joab, and he that is for David let him follow Joab.'

32 And Barzillai the Gileadite came down from Rogelim; and he passed on to
Jordan with the king, to bring him on the way over the Jordan.

33 Now Barzillai was a very aged man, even fourscore years old; and he had
provided the king with sustenance while he lay at Mahanaim; for he was a
very great man.
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As King David was approaching Bahurim, a member of Saul’s clan—a man named Shimei son of
Gera—came out from there, hurling insults as he came.

12N WD DY) BYIY) T 1290 T30 NN TITNN D3N3 DR

He threw stones at David and all King David’s courtiers, while all the troops and all the warriors
were at his right and his left.
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And these are the insults that Shimei hurled: “Get out, get out, you criminal, you villain!
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The LORD is paying you back for all your crimes against the family of Saul, whose throne you

seized. The LORD is handing over the throne to your son Absalom; you are in trouble because
you are a criminal!”
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Abishai son of Zeruiah said to the king, “Why let that dead dog abuse my lord the king? Let me go
over and cut off his head!”

28. 11 Shmuel 19:
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The king started back and arrived at the Jordan; and the Judites went to Gilgal to meet the king and to
conduct the king across the Jordan.
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Shimei son of Gera, the Benjaminite from Bahurim, hurried down with the Judites to meet King David,
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accompanied by a thousand Benjaminites. And Ziba, the servant of the House of Saul, together with his
fifteen sons and twenty slaves, rushed down to the Jordan ahead of the king
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while the crossing was being made, to escort the king’s family over, and to do whatever he wished. Shimei
son of Gera flung himself before the king as he was about to cross the Jordan.

7290 DIYZ DYIPH TRIOITN RN D2 729 MYD WK DX 1IN NY ST O720NYIX 200N 1N
270N

He said to the king, “Let not my lord hold me guilty, and do not remember the wrong your servant
committed on the day my lord the king left Jerusalem; let Your Majesty give it no thought.

JJJJJ
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For your servant knows that he has sinned; so here I have come down today, the first of all the House of
Joseph, to meet my lord the king.”

(0) :MNY MYHIN K2R 72 ¥RV NP N7 NNT NDNY NS NI WIN W

Thereupon Abishai son of Zeruiah spoke up, “Shouldn’t Shimei be put to death for that—insulting the
LORD’s anointed?”
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But David said, ““What has this to do with you, you sons of Zeruiah, that you should cross me today?
Should a single Israelite be put to death today? Don’t I know that today I am again king over Israel?”

(0) : 7200 12 YW MR NP PYRUON ToRN NN
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Then the king said to Shimei, “You shall not die”; and the king gave him his oath.

Contrast to Shaul
29. I Shmuel 10:27
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But some scoundrels said, “How can this fellow save us?”” So they scorned him and brought him no gift.
But he pretended not to mind.

Why does David not settle these scores in his lifetime?
30. Radak 2:6
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Yoav’s Weakness
31. Talmud Bavli, Sanhedrin 49a
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§ The verse states that Solomon said to Benaiah, son of Jehoiada, concerning Joab: “And the
Lord shall return the blood upon his own head, for he fell upon two men more righteous
and better than he” (I Kings 2:32). The Gemara explains: Amasa and Abner were “better” that
Joab, as they interpreted the words akh and rak in a restrictive manner that limited the king’s
authority, while he did not interpret them in that way, demonstrating that they were greater
than him in Torah. Amasa and Abner were also “more righteous” than Joab, as they both
received oral instructions directly from Saul to slay the priests of Nov and they did not do so,
whereas Joab was instructed by David in a letter to kill Uriah and he did so.

32. Rashi, ad loc.
NN TN RT 7'TRE WIONTI [7027 AxY X271 NDONA 'PI0OY 'Y [NXNY [NDWX - AT |01 DX
17 'WnIY 'R 2NN MAT 7027 7'M X2 DXRY 'OV |7 YRRIE TR 1 QDT

33. Chida, ad loc.
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34. Talmud Bavli, Megilah 12b

He is called ‘a Jew’ [yehudi] which implies that he came from [the tribe of]
Judah, and he is called ‘a Benjamite’, which implies that he came from
Benjamin. [How is this]? ...

Rabbah b. Bar Hanah said in the name of R. Joshua b. Levi: His father was
from Benjamin and his mother from Judah.

The Rabbis, however, said: The tribes competed with one another [for him].
The tribe of Judah said: I am responsible for the birth of Mordecai, because
David did not kill Shimei the son of Gera, and the tribe of Benjamin said: He
is actually descended from me.

Raba said: The community of Israel explained [the two designations] in the
opposite sense:

‘See what a Judean did to me and how a Benjamite repaid me ''What a
Judean did to me viz., that David did not kill Shimei from whom was
descended Mordecai who provoked Haman' .And how a Benjamite repaid
me ,’viz., that Saul did not slay Agag from whom was descended Haman
who oppressed Israel.

MPY,NRP AT RAOR - 700 70 P
L DONRP 7971210 RAOR - 01107 7109

12 YW 227 IR 7130 92 92 727 IR
13277 .M IMRI Pr23an AR MY
nRBWM 312 3T NN NINDWM IR
,22771 2 NNT 013 RIX :NIPIX ATV
NADWMI X3 12 *vnw? T PY0p RPT
NDID : IR RIT.NRP OR1M : 7INR Pr1a
9 WY 71 IRT : RO TTRY 7INR HRW°
YT OD WY AR PR % 0P Y I
PPN TNRT YWY 117 YR RPT —
P17 0% 0w MY NN A MIPNT 0TI
PN TNRTIRY DIRW Y0 RDT -
ORw0L qvEnT 00

Rabbi Ya’akov Trump

12



Unit 14 - Execution of Wishes

Transition (2:11-12)
Why do we need this transitionary section?
35. Radak 2:12
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Adonia’s Request (2:13-22)

What does he want?
36. Mishna Torah, Hilchos Melachim 2:1-2
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The king must receive great honor. He is to be venerated and feared by everyone, as it says,
“Surely, shall you place” (Deut. 17:15) — that is, his awe is to be upon you. No one may ride his
horse, sit on his chair:Or, throne., use his scepter or his crown or any of his serving vessels'Or,
his appurtenances.. When he dies, all of these are destroyed by fire. His slaves, maidservants
and attendants may not be employed by anyone except by another king. For this reason
Avishag was permitted to Solomon, but not to Adoniyoh.
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No one else may ever have marital relations with a wife of a king. Even a king may not marry
the widow or divorcee of a different king.

Why did Batsheva listen to his request?
37. Chida 2:18
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38. Chida 2:16
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Shlomo Senses Betrayal and Acts (2:23-25)
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Evyasar, Yoav (2:26-35)
39. Mishna, Makkos 2:7
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If the trial was concluded when there was no high priest [in office], or if one kills a high priest, or
a high priest that kills, [in these cases the manslayer] can never come away from that place [of
refuge]. He [the manslayer] may not go out to bear witness, neither for cases having to do with a
religious observance, nor to bear witness in a monetary suit, nor to bear witness in a capital
case. Even should [all] Israel need him, and even a general like Yoav the son of Zeruiah, he
may never go out, as it is said, “to there he fled”: ‘there’ must be his abode, ‘there’ his death,
‘there’ his burial. Just as the city affords asylum so does its Sabbath boundary afford asylum. If
a manslayer went beyond the boundary [of the city] and the blood avenger found him: Rabbi
Yose the Galilean says: “For the avenger it is a matter of obligation [to kill him]; for everyone
else, a matter of option.” Rabbi Akiba says: “It is a matter of option for the avenger, and anyone
else [who kills him] is not liable for doing so.” If a tree was standing within the boundary and its
boughs extended beyond [the boundary] or if it was standing outside of the boundary and its
boughs extended within, it wholly follows [the position of] the boughs. If he slew [someone] in
that city [of refuge] he is banished from one neighborhood to another neighborhood. And a
Levite is banished from one city to another.

How could Benayahu kill him when Benayahu was a cohen?
40. Radak 2:25
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41. Mishna Torah, Hilchos Rotzeiach 5:14
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If someone takes refuge on the altar, he is not left there. Instead, he is given guards and taken to
a city of refuge.

When does the above apply? When one is obligated to be exiled. If, however, a person feared
that a king will have him executed as is the king's authority, or that the court will execute him as
an immediate directive, and fled to the altar and held on to it, he should be saved.

This applies even if he is a commoner. He should not be taken from the altar to die unless he was
sentenced to death because of the testimony of witnesses who delivered a warning, as is always

required with regard to those executed by the court.

Shimi ben Geira (2:36-46)

Why did Shimi leave?
42. Malbim 2:40
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43. Chida 2:45
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Unit 1.9 Shiwmi ben Geira

Shimi ben Geira (2:36-46)
What happened?
44. 11 Shmuel 16:5-13
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As King David was approaching Bahurim, a member of Saul’s clan—a man named Shimei son
of Gera—came out from there, hurling insults as he came.
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He threw stones at David and all King David’s courtiers, while all the troops and all the warriors
were at his right and his left.
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And these are the insults that Shimei hurled: “Get out, get out, you criminal, you villain!
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The LORD is paying you back for all your crimes against the family of Saul, whose throne you
seized. The LORD is handing over the throne to your son Absalom; you are in trouble because
you are a criminal!”
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Abishai son of Zeruiah said to the king, “Why let that dead dog abuse my lord the king? Let me
go over and cut off his head!”
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But the king said, “What has this to do with you, you sons of Zeruiah? He is abusing [me] only
because the LORD told him to abuse David; and who is to say, ‘Why did You do that?””
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David said further to Abishai and all the courtiers, “If my son, my own issue, seeks to kill me,
how much more the Benjaminite! Let him go on hurling abuse, for the LORD has told him to.
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Perhaps the LORD will look upon my punishment and recompense me for the abuse [Shimei]
has uttered today.”

£
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David and his men continued on their way, while Shimei walked alongside on the slope of the
hill, insulting him as he walked, and throwing stones at him and flinging dirt.

45. IT Shmuel 19:17-24

Shimei son of Gera, the Benjaminite from Bahurim, hurried down with the Judites to meet King
David,
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accompanied by a thousand Benjaminites. And Ziba, the servant of the House of Saul, together
with his fifteen sons and twenty slaves, rushed down to the Jordan ahead of the king
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while the crossing was being made, to escort the king’s family over, and to do whatever he
wished. Shimei son of Gera flung himself before the king as he was about to cross the Jordan.
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He said to the king, “Let not my lord hold me guilty, and do not remember the wrong your
servant committed on the day my lord the king left Jerusalem; let Your Majesty give it no
thought.
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For your servant knows that he has sinned; so here | have come down today, the first of all the
House of Joseph, to meet my lord the king.”
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Thereupon Abishai son of Zeruiah spoke up, “Shouldn’t Shimei be put to death for that—
insulting the LORD’s anointed?”
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But David said, “What has this to do with you, you sons of Zeruiah, that you should cross me
today? Should a single Israelite be put to death today? Don’t | know that today | am again king
over Israel?”
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Then the king said to Shimei, “You shall not die”; and the king gave him his oath.

Didn’t Shimi apologize and David accepted it?
46. Abarbanel, I Shmuel 19:22-23
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Was the idea to exile him or to kill him?
48. I Melachim 2:8-9
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“You must also deal with Shimei son of Gera, the Benjaminite from Bahurim. He insulted me

outrageously when | was on my way to Mahanaim; but he came down to meet me at the Jordan,

and | swore to him by the LORD: ‘Il will not put you to the sword.’
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So do not let him go unpunished; for you are a wise man and you will know how to deal with him

and send his gray hair down to Sheol in blood.”

How did he know Shimi would leave?
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49. Abarbanel, 2:36
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50. Zohar, Mishpatim 251
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To Salt Sea

Why did Shimi leave?
51. Malbim 2:40
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52. Chida 2:45
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Why did he wait?
53. Michtav Mekliyahu, V page 106
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Cycle of Justice

| Melachim 2 [l Shmuel 15
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On the very day that you go out and cross the Wadi
Kidron, you can be sure that you will die; your blood shall
be on your own head.”

.....
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The king said further to Shimei, “You know all the wrong,
which you remember very well, that you did to my father
David. Now the LORD brings down your wrongdoing
upon your own head.
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But King Solomon shall be blessed, and the throne of
David shall be established before the LORD forever.”
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And these are the insults that
Shimei hurled: “Get out, get out,
you criminal, you villain!
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The LORD is paying you back for
all your crimes against the family
of Saul, whose throne you seized.
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The LORD is handing over the
throne to your son Absalom; you
are in trouble because you are a
criminal!”
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Yigal Ariel: In the end, the cycle came back upon him. Shaul chased David and David had to
flee to Gat. Now when Shimi pursues his own slaves to Gat, it closes the loop and ensures his
own demise.
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