Unit 1.1 - The Cold King and the Rebellious Son

Part 1: Avishag

Technical Questions

What does it mean Bo Bayamim? i
1. Chomas Anach, 1:1 Rl ~
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Why did the king lose warmth?
2. Rashi 1:1
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3. Radak, ad loc.
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Part 2: Adoniya’s Control

Technical Questions
Who is Adondia?
5. II Shmuel 3:2-5
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Why did he choose these people? Why was Avyasar on this side?
6. Radak 1:7
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Bigger Questions

 What is the significance in hearing about Avishag? Didn’t he have many wives?

¢ How are these two sections connected?

e Why is this a new sefer altogether - surely up till now David’s life has been
recorded in Sefer Shmuel. Why a new sefer now?

Level 1

7. Malbim 1:1
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Level 2: Sin and Escape
8. II Shmuell2:3
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but the poor man had only one little ewe lamb that he had bought. He tended it and it grew up

together with him and his children: it used to share his morsel of bread, drink from his cup, and
nestle in his bosom; it was like a daughter to him.
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Unit 1.2 - The Contingency Plan

Nasan and Batsheva Appeal to
David (1:11-27)

When exactly did David swear that
Shlomo would rule in his place?
9. Radak 1:13
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What does the word Chatoim mean in

this sense?
10. Metzudos Tzion 1:21
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David’'s Response (1:28-37)
Why does David call her specifically?
12. Ralbag 1:28
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What does the last bracha mean?
14. Radak 1:31
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Where is the Gihon Spring?
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Why does this anointing take place by the spring?
15. Talmud Bavli, Horiyos 12a
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The Sages taught: One anoints the kings only upon a spring, as an omen, so that their kingdom
will continue like a spring, as it is stated with regard to the coronation of Solomon before the
death of David: “And the king said unto them: Take with you the servants of your lord, and let
Solomon my son ride upon my own mule, and bring him down to Gihon. And let Tzadok the
priest and Nathan the prophet anoint him there king over Israel and sound the shofar and say:
Long live King Solomon” (I Kings 1:33-34).
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§ Apropos good omens, the Gemara cites a statement that Rabbi Ami said: This person who
seeks to know if he will complete his year or if he will not, i.e., whether or not he will remain
alive in the coming year, let him light a lamp, during the ten days that are between Rosh
HaShana and Yom Kippur, in a house in which wind does not blow. If its light continues
to burn, he knows that he will complete his year.
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And one who seeks to conduct a business venture and wishes to know if he will succeed

or if he will not succeed, let him raise a rooster. If the rooster grows fat and healthy, he will
succeed.
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One who seeks to embark on a journey and wishes to know if he will return and come to
his home or if he will not, let him go to a dark [dahavara] house. If he sees the shadow of a
shadow he shall know that he will return and come home. The Sages reject this: This omen
is not a significant matter. Perhaps he will be disheartened if the omen fails to appear, and
his fortune will suffer and it is this that causes him to fail. Abaye said: Now that you said
that an omen is a significant matter, a person should always be accustomed to seeing
these on Rosh HaShana: Squash, and fenugreek, leeks, and chard, and dates, as each of
these grows quickly and serves as a positive omen for one’s actions during the coming year.

What was the plan here? Why did David not address Adoniah directly?
16. Malbim 1:32
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Shlomo is Anointed (1:38-48)
How did they hear?
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Adonia’s Party Disbands and He Seeks Amnesty (1:49-53)

Why is Adoniah hanging onto the corned of the Mizbeiach?
18. Ralbag 1:50
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19. Rashi 1:50
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What lessons do we learn from this story?
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71 PWRI) PARY 0T TARMNOT,INTTYA W7 1731 PR TWY? WK 93 WOR °377 QW NIIIW TIDOT 71 IRANT 737
YR 29pWw 71 AW N159n BV P19RY IR TWYW AW ARIN K7 ,F0? 72wn pYR Y7 Y anawn onxy (O
,IRDD HY 12°WIM QW PR 0299197 DWRIT 23 11872 102 Andw YN TITW 230 IHXY 77,INIARI AR NYPWH
MARY,ANDW DX TYHN 1902 T R XY, AWYW 70 IR AW XY 19X1,1015913 pEO IRWI RY 19 MIARW 1IN
AXRT NITYAT PARN DITA INPAY TR OPINT, TIVHR 2IX 0N IAXR 9D IR 7127 TOLR QUNART A TIRWI 007 100
219w DA 722 112 YW DR YR 112 TITW 70 7T 93 X227 pny DRI NIawnm,Apina 72m 100 Xax0 W
: MY NW NPPR NRYWRY YUTIR AWIDT 2137 WID IR LD TR P02 77 DX

Rabbi Ya’akov Trump 6



