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16. Shabbat Parashat Balak 5771: Ask the Rabbi: Using a Whipped Cream Dispenser on Shabbat, Rav Daniel Mann
The most serious issue is molid, creating a new reality by changing the phase of an object. ... Some say that, similarly, one may
not turn a liquid into a solid, e.g., freeze water to make ice cubes (see Doveiv Meisharim I, 55). We dealt with this issue in
Hemdat Yamim (Miketz 5767), and cited strong grounds for leniency. Orchot Shabbat (15:(45)) says that even those who
forbid making ice cubes could permit spraying whipped cream from a canister because the only purpose of the cream in the
canister is to be turned into whipped cream. On the other hand, here one actively and directly, with the press of the button,
creates the foam, as opposed to putting water in a freezer, which only provides a cold setting for the slow process of freezing
to begin (see Shemirat Shabbat K’hilchata 10:(14)). However, Rav Mordechai Willig told me another reason for leniency: the
change, from a thick liquid to a foam, is not enough to be considered molid. While one can make the argument that it is
forbidden to spray whipped cream from its canister, common practice is to permit it. Since we have shown the halachic basis
for the practice, we do not feel it is necessary to change it.
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