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9. Guide for the Perplexed, Part 3 32:2
It is impossible to go suddenly from one extreme to the other: it is therefore according to the nature of man impossible for
him suddenly to discontinue everything to which he has been accustomed. Now God sent Moses to make [the Israclites| a
kingdom of priests and a holy nation (Exod. 19:6) by means of the knowledge of God. But the custom which was in those
days general among all men, and the general mode of worship in which the Israelites were brought up, consisted in sacrificing
animals in those temples which contained certain images... It was in accoprdance with the wisdom and plan of God, as
displayed in the whole Creation, that He did not command us to give up and to discontinue all these manners of service; for to
obey such a commandment it would have been contrary to the nature of man, who generally cleaves to that to which he is
used to. For this reason God allowed these kinds of service to continue; He transferred to His service that which had formerly
served as a worship of created beings, and of things imaginary and unreal, and commanded us to serve Him in the same
manner; viz., to build unto Him a temple, to have the altar erected to His name, to offer the sacrifices to Him, to bow down to
Him and to burn incense before Him. He has forbidden to do any of these things to any other being. By this Divine plan it
was effected that the traces of idolatry were blotted out... without deterring or confusing the minds of the people by the
abolition of the service to which they were accustomed and which alone was familiar to them.
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