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In the present case, RSK’s sphere of influence T
largely corresponds to the areas where Mideastern
and Southeastern (as opposed to Litvish and . gr}—f
Western) dialects of Yiddish were spoken[2], and I\ PPt
where the gefilte fish was sweet, not savory[3]. It 7T
turns out that our guiding question—What goes into a o
rabbi’s decision about who to turn to for answers to ezt
difficult questions?—is answered in part by culture. A
Rabbis were more likely to entrust such questions to -
a greater rabbi within the same cultural sphere. That
is, in the case of Galicia, to a rabbi who made latkes
from kertoflen, not bulbes.

___________

e Joseph Davis, “"The Reception of the Shulhan 'Arukh and the Formation of Ashkenazic Jewish Identity,” AJS
Review 26.2 (2002): 251-276



