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What kinds of Midrashim are the on our 
Parsha?? 



Cursing G-d (Vayikra 24: 10-23)
Vayikra 24:10-23

10) And the son of a Yisra᾽elite woman, whose father was a Miżrian man, 
went out among the children of Yisra᾽el: and this son of the Yisra᾽elite
woman and a man of Yisra᾽el strove together in the camp;  11) and the 
Yisra᾽elite woman’s son blasphemed the name of the Lord, and cursed. And 
they brought him to Moshe: (and his mother’s name was Shelomit, the 
daughter of Divri, of the tribe of Dan: ) 12) and they put him in custody, that 
the mind of the Lord might be shown them. 13) And the Lord spoke to 
Moshe, saying, 14) Bring forth him that has cursed outside the camp; and let 
all that heard him lay their hands upon his head, and let all the congregation 
stone him. 15)And thou shalt speak to the children of Yisra᾽el, saying, 
Whoever curses his God shall bear his sin. 16) And he who blasphemes the 
name of the Lord, shall surely be put to death, and all the congregation shall 
certainly stone him: both the stranger, and he that is born in the land, when 
he blasphemes the name of the Lord, shall be put to death. …22) You shall 
have one manner of law, as well for the stranger, as for one of your own 
country: for I am the Lord your God. 23) And Moshe spoke to the children of 
Yisra᾽el, and they brought him that had cursed out of the camp, and stoned 
him with stones. And the children of Yisra᾽el did as the Lord commanded 
Moshe.

כג -ויקרא פרשת אמור פרק כד פסוק י  

הוַיֵּצֵא֙ ) י(  ית וְהוּא֙  בֶּן־אִשָּׁ֣ ישׁיִשְׂרְאֵלִ֔ י בְּת֖וֹ בְּנֵ֣י  בֶּן־אִ֣  מִצְרִ֔
י ישׁ הַיִּשְׂרְאֵלִֽ ית וְאִ֖ ן הַיִּשְׂרְאֵלִ֔ ה בֶּ֚ מַּחֲנֶ֔ ל וַיִּנָּצוּ֙ בַּֽ )  יא: (יִשְׂרָאֵ֑

יִּקֹּב  הוַ֠ אִשָּׁ֨ ית  בֶּן־הָֽ יאוּ אֹת֖וֹ  אֶת־הַשֵּׁם֙ הַיִּשְׂרְאֵלִ֤ ל וַיָּבִ֥  וַיְקַלֵּ֔
ה ם  אֶל־מֹשֶׁ֑ ית אִמּ֛וֹוְשֵׁ֥ מִ֥ י שְׁ ן בַּת־דִּבְרִ֖ )  יב: (לְמַטֵּה־דָֽ

י  ם עַל־פִּ֥ שׁ לָהֶ֖ ר לִפְרֹ֥ קוַיַּנִּיחֻ֖הוּ בַּמִּשְׁמָ֑ ר ) יג(פ : יְקֹוָֽ וַיְדַבֵּ֥
ה יְקֹוָ֖ק ר אֶל־מֹשֶׁ֥ א ) יד: (לֵּאמֹֽ להוֹצֵ֣ מְקַלֵּ֗   אֶל־מִחוּץ֙  אֶת־הַֽ

ה וְסָמְכ֧וּ  מַּחֲנֶ֔ יםלַֽ ל־הַשֹּׁמְעִ֛ ם כָֽ עַל־ ראֹשׁ֑וֹ וְרָגְמ֥וּ   אֶת־יְדֵיהֶ֖
האֹת֖וֹ  ר ) טו: (כָּל־הָעֵדָֽ ל תְּדַבֵּ֣ רוְאֶל־בְּנֵ֥י יִשְׂרָאֵ֖ ישׁ  לֵאמֹ֑ אִ֥
ישׁ  לאִ֛ י־יְקַלֵּ֥ א חֶטְאֽוֹ-אֱל כִּֽ יו וְנָשָׂ֥ ב ) טז: (הָֹ֖  שֵׁם־יְקֹוָק֙ וְנֹקֵ֤

ת רָג֥וֹם  ה יִרְגְּמוּ־ב֖וֹמ֣וֹת יוּמָ֔ ח בְּנָקְבוֹ־   כָּל־הָעֵדָ֑ אֶזְרָ֔ כַּגֵּר֙ כָּֽ
ת ם יוּמָֽ ח  ) כב: ... (שֵׁ֖ ם כַּגֵּ֥ר כָּאֶזְרָ֖ ט אֶחָד֙ יִהְיֶה֣ לָכֶ֔ מִשְׁפַּ֤

י  י אֲנִ֥ ם יְקֹוָ֖קיִהְיֶה֑ כִּ֛ הֵיכֶֽ ר מֹשֶׁה֘ אֶל־בְּנֵ֣י  ) כג: (אֱ וַיְדַבֵּ֣
יאוּ  ליִשְׂרָאֵל֒ וַיּוֹצִ֣ מְקַלֵּ֗ ה וַיִּרְגְּמ֥וּ אֹת֖וֹ  אֶל־מִחוּץ֙  אֶת־הַֽ מַּחֲנֶ֔  לַֽ

בֶן  לאָ֑ י־יִשְׂרָאֵ֣ ר  וּבְנֵֽ אֲשֶׁ֛ ה יְקֹוָ֖ק צִוָּ֥העָשׂ֔וּ כַּֽ פ  : אֶת־מֹשֶֽׁ



Aggadah on the Mekalel
... And the son of an Israelite woman came out — From where did 
he go out? [Surely not from the camp, since the text “and a fight 
broke out in the camp”] 

Rabbi Levi said, “He went out from his eternal life ( ; עולמו R. Levi 
connects  ויצא with the last word of v. 8: the everlasting covenant, 

 .(ie, by his blasphemy he lost his eternal life -ברית עולם 

R. Berachya said: “he came out (יצא) (with an argument) from the 
above section. He said: it is written 'You shall take choice flour and 
bake twelve loaves [...every Shabbat] (Lev. 24:5-9)'. Surely it is the 
way of a king to eat warm bread every day; is it perhaps His way to 
eat bread that has been cold for nine days?! [technical explanation 
from the Tanchuma] 

Rabbi Chiya taught: “he came out (יצא) (with an argument) from 
the section regarding family connections. He had gone to pitch his 
tent in the camp of the tribe of Dan. They told him: "what [claim] 
do you have to pitch your tent in the camp of Dan?" He replied: "I 
am from one of the daughters of the tribe of Dan". They said to 
him: "It is written (Numbers 2:2) 'Every man [of the children of 
Israel shall encamp] by his own standard, that bears the signs of 
their father's house' - and not the mother's!" He went in to the 
judicial court of Moses to have the matter decided and came out 
 declared to be in the wrong. He then stood up and (יצא)
blasphemed.

For a more please see Toronto Torah Podcast tiny.cc/spodcast

  איָצָ  אָמַר לֵוִי רַבִּי ,יָצָא ןמֵהֵיכָ  ,יִשְׂרְאֵלִית אִשָּׁה בֶּן וַיֵּצֵא 
  אִישׁ יֵּצֵאוַ  :)ד ,יז א שמואל( אָמַר דְאַתְּ  כְּמָה ,מֵעוֹלָמוֹ 
 ראָמַ  ,יָצָא מַעְלָן שֶׁל המִפָּרָשָׁ  אָמַר בֶּרֶכְיָה רַבִּי .הַבֵּנַיִם
  דַּרְכּוֹ  ,אֹתָהּ וְאָפִיתָ  סֹלֶת וְלָקַחְתָּ  :)ה ,כד ויקרא( כְּתִיב

  כְּהַהִיא ,צוֹנֶנֶת אשֶׁמָּ  ,חַמָּה פַּת אוֹכֵל לִהְיוֹת מֶלֶ שֶׁל
 אוְ  מִתִּשְׁעָה פָּחוּת לנֶאֱכָ  אֵין הַפָּנִים לֶחֶם תַּמָּן דִּתְנִינַן

  וְנֶאֱכַל שַׁבָּת רֶבבְּעֶ  נֶאֱפָה כֵּיצַד ,עָשָׂר אַחַד עַל יֶתֶר
  לנֶאֱכָ  ,שַׁבָּת עֶרֶבבְּ  טוֹב יוֹם לִהְיוֹת חָל .לְתִשְׁעָה ,בְּשַׁבָּת

 דלְאַחַ  נֶאֱכָל שָּׁנָההַ  רֹאשׁ שֶׁל טוֹבִים יָמִים שְׁנֵי ,לַעֲשָׂרָה
  חֲסִיןיוּ מִפָּרָשַׁת חִיָּא בִּירַ  תָּנֵי .בְּתַנְחוּמָא כִּדְאִיתָא ,עָשָׂר
 עלִטַּ  לְּ מַה לוֹ  מְרוּאָ ,דָן בְּמַחֲנֵה אָהֳלוֹ  לִטַּע שֶׁבָּא ,יָצָא
 לוֹ  אָמְרוּ ,אֲנִי דָּן מִבְּנוֹת לָהֶם אָמַר ,דָן בְּמַחֲנֵה אָהָלְ
  אֲבֹתָם יתלְבֵ  בְאֹתֹת דִּגְלוֹ  עַל אִישׁ :)ב ,ב במדבר( כְּתִיב
א   וְיָצָא משֶׁה לשֶׁ  דִּינוֹ  לְבֵית נִכְנַס ,אִמּוֹתָם לְבֵית וְ

.וְגִדֵּף עָמַד ,מְחֻיָּב



Homiletical Midrash (Sifra Emor 13:11)
11) (Vayikra 23:21-22) "And you shall call out on this
self-same day a holy calling … And when you harvest
the harvest of your land, do not end off the corner of
your field in your reaping and the gleaning of your
harvest you shall not gather." R. Avardimos b. R. Yossi
said: Why did Scripture see fit to insert this (peah and
leket) in the midst of the festivals — Pesach and
Shavuoth on one side, and Rosh Hashanah and Yom
Kippur on the other? To teach that one who gives leket,
shikchah, peah, and the poor tithe — it is accounted to
him as if the Temple existed and he offered up his
sacrifices therein. And one who does not give it — it is
accounted to him as if the Temple existed and he did
not offer up his sacrifices therein. (Translation by Rabbi
Shraga Silverstein)

For more see Toronto Torah tiny.cc/torontotorah

  מִקְרָא הַזֶּה הַיּוֹם בְּעֶצֶם וּקְרָאתֶם" ]יא[  

  פְּאַת תְכַלֶּה לאֹ אַרְצְכֶם קְצִיר אֶת וּבְקֻצְרְכֶם...קֹדֶשׁ

  'ר אָמַר --"תְלַקֵּט לאֹ קְצִירְ וְלֶקֶט בְּקֻצְרֶ שָׂדְ

  לִתְּנָה הַכָּתוּב רָאָה מָה וְכִי ,יוֹסִי בְּרַבִּי אַוַּרְדִימַס

  הַשָּׁנָה וְראֹשׁ ,מִכָּאן וַעֲצֶרֶת פֶּסַח -- הָרַגְלַיִם בְּאֶמְצַע

  שֶׁהוּא מִי שֶׁכָּל לְלַמֵּד אֶלָּא ?מִכָּאן הַכִּפּוּרִים וְיוֹם

  עָלָיו מַעֲלִים ,עָנִי וּמַעֲשֵׂר וּפֵאָה שִׁכְחָה לֶקֶט מוֹצִיא

  .לְתוֹכוֹ קָרְבְּנוֹתָיו מַקְרִיב וְהוּא קַיָּם הַמִּקְדָּשׁ בֵּית כְּאִלּוּ

  ,עָנִי וּמַעֲשֵׂר וּפֵאָה שִׁכְחָה לֶקֶט מוֹצִיא שֶׁאֵינוֹ מִי וְכָל

  מַקְרִיב וְאֵינוֹ קַיָּם הַמִּקְדָּשׁ בֵּית כְּאִלּוּ עָלָיו מַעֲלִים

.לְתוֹכוֹ קָרְבְּנוֹתָיו



Midrash Halacha – Sifra (Torat Cohanim)
Sifra – Torat Cohanim Parsha 9 Chapter 9:1 

If a year needed to be made a leap year
and Beit Din sat down and debated it and
stood up to make the decision but were
unable to declare “it is a leap year” before
the next month started one may have said
it is still a leap year, Talmud Lomar we
learn out saying – ‘that you will declare
them’ are My holidays. If you declare them
they are my holidays, if you do not then
they are not my holidays

ב -ספרא אמור פרשה ט סוף פרק ט אות א  

  ונתנו וישבו להתעבר צריכה שנה היתה )ב( 
 עד מעוברת לומר הספיקו ולא ועמדו בדבר

 תלמוד ,מעוברת תהא יכול הדבר שאירע
 קראתם מועדיי אותם תקראו אשר לומר
 .מועדיי אינם לאו ואם מועדיי אתם



Petichta פתיחתא (Mevo LeMidrash )
Petichta, or Petichah in Hebrew, (Literally opening) is a
drasha of specific type. Petichta generally begins was Rabbi
X Patach, opened. Afterwards there is verse from Prophets
of Writings termed ‘Pussuk Rachok,’ ‘the far verse’ or the

הפתיחה פסוק ‘opening verse.’ After the pussuk there is a
Drasha, or series of Drashas, that explain the verse until it
reaches at the end ‘Pussuk Haseder,’ the verse from the
parsha, meaning the first verse (or second or third) of the
biblical section. The degree of the success of the Darshan
(homileticist/sermonizer) in a sermon of this type is based
upon the midrashic development and how it convinces in
the transition from ‘pussuk harachok’ to ‘pussuk haseder,’
verses that according to their simple understanding have no
connection.

Petichta’s generally appear in the beginning of parshiyot
divisions in Midrashim. Research in this area has suggested
several explanations for the structure and its purpose:
1. Initially people thought it was an introduction to the

midrashim that followed but we simply didn’t have the
drasha.

2. Y. Heineman claims Petichta is a type of drasha preceding
Torah Reading and that is why its final verse connects to
the portion being read.

3. Y. Frankel offered that they were created in the Beit
Midrash in order to demarcate in a celebratory way the
beginning of drashot for a new Parsha or to emphasize
the important verses in a specifically for Darshans.

4. Other scholars point out that many petichtas seem to
have been collected by editors, not a true living midrash
that was given. Drashot from the Petichta types were
beloved to Darshans and the editors of Midrash, so they
changed the standard petichta structure to create
petichtas of new types such as the cyclical ones we
started with, petichta’s that open with a halachic
question, and more.



Vayikra Rabbah 29:3
R’ Yehuda Bar Nachmeini in the name of Rabbi Shimon ben
Lakish opened (Patach) ‘G-d is gone up with a shout
(Terua) , the Lord with the sound of a shofar.’

When G-d goes up to sit on the seat of judgement on Rosh
Hashannah he goes to exact ‘din’ exact judgement,
similarly ‘G-d goes up with a Terua’. Since Israel takes their
Shofars and blows immediately ‘G-d with the sound of a
shofar.’ What does G-d do? He stands up from the seat of
‘din’ and sits in the seat of compassion and is filled with
compassion turning the Midat haDin, trait of Exact Justice,
to midat haRachamim, trait of compassion. When? On
Rosh hashannah ‘in the seventh month on the first of the
month (Vayikra 23:24)

כטפרשת אמור פרשה ) מרגליות(ויקרא רבה  

  עָלָ֣ה" פתח לקיש בן שמעון 'ר בשם נחמני בר יהודה ]ג[ 
הִים ה אֱ֭ ק בִּתְרוּעָ֑ קֹוָ֗ ר בְּק֣וֹל יְ֝   ".)ו ,מז תהלים( :שׁוֹפָֽ

 הוא לדין השנה בראש הדין כסא על לישב עולה ה"כשהקב
 שישראל וכיון .בתרועה להים-א עלה הדין הוא ,עולה

 הקדוש מה ,שופר בקול י"י מיד ותוקעין שופרותיהן נוטלין
 רחמים כסא על ויושב הדין מכסא עומד עושה הוא ברוך

  למדת הדין מדת להם והופך רחמים עליהם ומתמלא
  .לחדש באחד השביעי בחדש ,השנה בראש ?אימתי .רחמים





Summary 
Midrashim on Emor

Midrash Aggadah – the one who 
cursed G-d

Midrash Halakha – Sifra

Homiletic Midrash 

Petichta



Please email 
cmetzger@torontotorah.com
to sign up for sources and 
recordings



Count the Omer 
Today is Twenty-Six Days, which are
Three Weeks and Five Days of the
Omer.

 מֶלֶךְ  אֱלהֵֹינוּ 'ה אַתָּה בָּרוּךְ  
  קִדְּשָׁנוּ אֲשֶׁר ,הָעוֹלָם

  סְפִירַת עַל וְצִוָּנוּ בְּמִצְוֹתָיו
.הָעֹמֶר

שָׁה  , הַיּוֹם שִׁשָּׁה וְעֶשְׂרִים יוֹם  שֶׁהֵם שְׁ
שָׁבוּעוֹת וַחֲמִשָּׁה יָמִים לָעֹמֶר׃


