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1. 3 Themes that are expanded on in this story: 

A. Ra vs Tov  B.  Desire to return to Egypt. C. New leadership 
  

2. Rashi on Numbers 13:2 

למה נסמכה פרשת מרגלים לפרשת מרים לפי שלקתה על עסקי דבה שדברה באחיה ורשעים הללו ראו ולא לקחו  .שלח לך אנשים ( א) 
נשלחה ( כב, דברים א)לדעתך אני איני מצוה לך אם תרצה שלח לפי שבאו ישראל ואמרו  .שלח לך( ב(: )תנחומא שלח ה. במדבר רבה)מוסר 

אעלה ( יז, שמות ג)ומשה נמלך בשכינה אמר אני אמרתי להם שהיא טובה שנאמר ' ותקרבון אלי כלכם וגו( שם)אנשים לפנינו כמה שנאמר 
 (:תנחומא שם. ב, סוטה לד. במדבר רבה)חייהם שאני נותן להם מקום לטעות בדברי המרגלים למען לא יירשוה ' אתכם מעני מצרים וגו

Why is the section dealing with the spies put in juxtaposition with the section dealing with Miriam’s punishment? To show the 
grievousness of the spies’ sin: because [Miriam] was punished on account of the slander which she uttered against her brother, 
and these sinners witnessed it and yet they did not take a lesson from her. (2 SEND THEE (more lit., for thyself) — i.e. 
according to your own judgement: I do not command you, but if you wish to do so send them. — G-d said this because the 
Israelites came to Moses and said. “We will send men before us etc.”, as it is said, (Deuteronomy 1:22): “And you approached 
me, all of you, [saying, We will send men, etc.]”, and Moses took counsel with the Shechinah (the Lord), whereupon He said to 
them, I have told them long ago that it (the land) is good, as it is said, (Exodus 3:17): “I will bring you up out of the affliction 
of Egypt … [unto a land flowing with milk and honey]”. By their lives! I swear that I will give them now an opportunity to fall 
into error through the statements of the spies, so that they should not come into possession of it (the land). 
 

3. Genesis 2:16-17 

ָ֖ן קאֱלֹ ה'וַיְצַו֙ ( טז)  ץ־הַג  ֹּ֥ל עֵָֽ ֹ֑ר מִכ  ָ֖ם לֵאמ  אָד  ל׃ ים עַל־ה ָֽ אכֵָֽ ֹּ֥ל ת  וּת׃( יז)אָכ  מָֽ ת ת  ָ֖נּוּ מֹּ֥ו  לְךֹּ֥ מִמ  ם אֲכ  ֹ֑נּוּ כִֵ֗י בְי֛ו  אכַָ֖ל מִמ  ָ֔ע לֹֹּ֥א ת  ר  ב ו   וּמֵעֵֵ֗ץ הַדַ֙עַת֙ ט֣ו 
 (16) And the LORD G-d commanded the man, saying, “Of every tree of the garden you are free to eat; (17) but as for the 
tree of knowledge of good and bad, you must not eat of it; for as soon as you eat of it, you shall die.” 
 

4. Genesis 3:5 

דֵ֣עַ אֱלֹ( ה)  ֹ֑קכִִּ֚י י  ינֵיכ  ָ֔נּוּ וְנִפְקְחָ֖וּ עֵָֽ ֣ם מִמ  לְכ  ם֙ אֲכ  אלֹים כִֵ֗י בְיו  ם֙ כֵָֽ ע׃קם וִהְיִית  ר ָֽ ב ו  דְעֵָ֖י טֹּ֥ו   ים י 
but G-d knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened and you will be like divine beings who know good and bad. 
 

5. Numbers 11:1;18 

֣נְנִָ֔ים רַָ֖ע בְאָזְנֵי֣  (א) ם֙ כְמִתְא  ע  ם֙ אֵ֣ש ה' וַיִשְמִַ֤ע ה' וַיְהִִ֤י ה  ה׃ ה'וַיִ֣חַר אַפָ֔ו  וַתִבְעַר־ב  מַחֲנ ָֽ ָ֖אכַל בִקְצֵֹּ֥ה הַָֽ ר֮ ( יח)…וַת  ח  אמַַ֜ר הִתְקַדְשוּ֣ לְמ  ָ֨ם ת  ע  ל־ה  וְא 
ם֩  ר֒ כִִּ֡י בְכִית  ש  ֣ם ב  תַָ֨ן לֵאְ ה' בְאָזְנֵָ֨י וַאֲכַלְת  ֹ֑יִם וְנ  ָ֖נוּ בְמִצְר  ב ל  ָ֔ר כִי־טֹּ֥ו  ש  ֵ֗ר מִִ֤י יַאֲכִלֵ֙נוּ֙ ב  ם׃ה' מ  ָ֖ר וַאֲכַלְת ָֽ ש  ֛ם ב  כ   ל 

 (1) The people took to complaining bitterly before the LORD. The LORD heard and was incensed: a fire of the LORD 
broke out against them, ravaging the outskirts of the camp….(18) And say to the people: Purify yourselves for tomorrow and 
you shall eat meat, for you have kept whining before the LORD and saying, ‘If only we had meat to eat! Indeed, we were 
better off in Egypt!’ The LORD will give you meat and you shall eat. 

 
6. Numbers 14:28 

֙נִי֙ נְאֻם־( כח) ֵ֗ם חַי־א  ֣ר אֲלֵה  ם׃ ה'אֱמ  כ ָֽ ֹּ֥ה ל  עֱש  ֹ֑י כֵָ֖ן א ָֽ ָ֖ם בְאָזְנ  ֹּ֥ר דִבַרְת   אִם־לֹֹ֕א כַאֲש 
 (28) Say to them: ‘As I live,’ says the LORD, ‘I will do to you just as you have urged Me. 
 

7. Deuteronomy 1:22-23;25-26;42-43 

שִִ֤בוּ( כב)  ץ וְי  ֹ֑ר  א  ת־ה  ָ֖נוּ א  נֵָ֔ינוּ וְיַחְפְרוּ־ל  שִים֙ לְפ  ִ֤ה אֲנ  אמְרֵ֗וּ נִשְלְח  ם֒ וַת  רִָ֔ים  וַתִקְרְב֣וּן אֵלַי֮ כֻלְכ  ע  ָ֔הּ וְאֵת֙ ה ָֽ ה־ב  ר֣ נַעֲל  ך֙ אֲש  ר֙  ת־הַד  ָ֔ר א  ב  נ֙וּ֙ ד  ת  ֹּ֥ר א  אֲש 
ן׃  ָ֖א אֲלֵיה ָֽ ב  ט׃( כג)נ  ב  ָ֖ד לַש ָֽ ח  שִָ֔ים אִֹּ֥יש א  ֣ר אֲנ  ש  ם֙ שְנֵי֣ם ע  קִַ֤ח מִכ  א  ֹ֑ר ו  ב  ִ֤נוּ בוַיִקְחִ֤וּ ( כה)…וַיִיטַֹּ֥ב בְעֵינַָ֖י הַד  ת  שִָ֨בוּ א  רִָ֖דוּ אֵלֵֹ֑ינוּ וַי  ץ וַיו  ָ֔ר  א  ם֙ מִפְרִי֣ ה  ד  י 

ה֣ ה   ב  ֣אמְרָ֔וּ טו  ר֙ וַי  ב  ר־ד  ץ אֲש  ָ֔ר  נוּ׃ קֵָ֖אֱלֹ ה'א  תֵֹּ֥ן ל ָֽ ת־פִֹּ֥י ( כו)ינוּ נ  ָ֖ם לַעֲלֹֹ֑ת וַתַמְרֹ֕וּ א  ם׃קאֱלֹה' וְלֹֹּ֥א אֲבִית  ר ( במ)…יכ ָֽ ָ֨אמ  עֲלוּ֙  ה'וַי  ַ ם֙ לִֹ֤א תָֽ ה  ִ֤ר ל  אֵלֵַ֗י אֱמ 
גְפָ֔וּ לִ  ֹ֑ם וְלֹא֙ תִנּ ָֽ ָ֖נִּי בְקִרְבְכ  ֣חֲמָ֔וּ כִֹּ֥י אֵינ  ם׃ וְלֹא־תִל  יְבֵיכ ָֽ ת־פִי֣ ( מג)פְנֵָ֖י א  ֹ֑ם וַתַמְרוּ֙ א  ָ֖ם וְלֹ֣א שְמַעְת  אֲדַבֵֹּ֥ר אֲלֵיכ  ה׃ ה'ו  ר  ה ָֽ זִָ֖דוּ וַתַעֲלֹּ֥וּ ה   וַת 

 (22) Then all of you came to me and said, “Let us send men ahead to reconnoiter the land for us and bring back word on the 
route we shall follow and the cities we shall come to.” (23) I approved of the plan, and so I selected twelve of your men, one 
from each tribe… (25) They took some of the fruit of the land with them and brought it down to us. And they gave us this 
report: “It is a good land that the LORD our G-d is giving to us.” (26) Yet you refused to go up, and flouted the command of 
the LORD your G-d…. (42) But the LORD said to me, “Warn them: Do not go up and do not fight, since I am not in your 
midst; else you will be routed by your enemies.” (43) I spoke to you, but you would not listen; you flouted the LORD’s 
command and willfully marched into the hill country. 
 

8. Leviticus 27:10 

ֵ֗נּוּ וְ ( י)  תָ֖ו  יִָֽ לֹ֣א יַחֲלִיפ  י ה־הֹּ֥וּא וּתְמוּר  ָ֔ה וְה ָֽ ה֙ בִבְהֵמ  מִִ֤יר בְהֵמ  מֵָ֨ר י  ב וְאִם־ה  ־רַ֣ע בְטֹ֑ו  ָ֖ע או  ב בְר  ת֛ו  טֹּ֥ו  מִֹּ֥יר א  א־י  ש׃לָֹֽ ד   הְי ה־ק ָֽ
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 (10) One may not exchange or substitute another for it, either good for bad, or bad for good; if one does substitute one 
animal for another, the thing vowed and its substitute shall both be holy. 
 

9. Joshua 5:6 [Similar in Devarim 2:14] 

י אַנְשִֵ֤( ו)  ל־הַגַ֜ו  ָ֨ם כ  ר֒ עַד־ת  אֵל֮ בַמִדְב  י־יִשְר  לְכ֣וּ בְנֵָֽ ֵ֗ה ה  נ  עִי֣ם ש  ל כִי֣ ׀ אַרְב  מְעָ֖וּ בְק֣ו  א־ש  ֹּ֥ר לָֹֽ צְאִי֣ם מִמִצְרַָ֔יִם אֲש  ה֙ הַי  מ  ָ֨ר נִשְבִַ֤ע  ה'י הַמִלְח  ָ֔ם  ה'אֲש  ה  ל 
ר֩ נִשְבַָ֨ע  ץ אֲש  ֵ֗ר  א  ת־ה  ֣ם א  ת  ש׃ ה'לְבִלְתִִּ֞י הַרְאו  ָ֖ב וּדְב ָֽ ל  בַֹּ֥ת ח  ץ ז  ר֛  ָ֔נוּ א  ת ל  ת֣  ם֙ ל  ת  אֲבו  ַ  לָֽ

 (6) For the Israelites had traveled in the wilderness forty years, until the entire nation—the men of military age who had left 
Egypt—had perished; because they had not obeyed the LORD, and the LORD had sworn never to let them see the land that 
the LORD had sworn to their fathers to assign to us, a land flowing with milk and honey. 

 

10. Rashbam on Deuteronomy 2:14:2 

אבל על הנשארים שנלחמו עם סיחון ועוג אינו קורא אותם אנשי ...אנשי המלחמה היו אותם שנאמר בהם ויעפילו לעלות אל ראש ההר 
 ואותם נכנסו לארץה נלחמו "פ הקב"כי ע, המלחמה

Note in some manuscripts: the men of war are those who had ignored Moses’ warning after the debacle with the spies and had 
attempted to invade the land of Canaan without Divine support, suffering casualties as detailed in Numbers 14,44.... But the 
remaining ones who fought with Sichon and Og are not called men of war because they fought by Divine command.  
 

11. Numbers 13:30 

הּ׃( ל)  ל נוּכַָ֖ל ל ָֽ כֹּ֥ו  י־י  ָ֔הּ כִָֽ ת  רַ֣שְנוּ א  ה֙ וְי  לִֹ֤ה נַעֲל  ר ע  ֵ֗אמ  ֹ֑ה וַי  ש  ל־מ  ָ֖ם א  ע  ת־ה  לֵב֛ א   וַיַַּ֧הַס כ 
 (30) Caleb hushed the people before Moses and said, “Let us by all means go up, and we shall gain possession of it, for we 
shall surely overcome it.” 
 

12. Shadal on Numbers 13:30:1 

 .כי להיותו משרת משה לא היה נשמע, יהושע שתק: כלב את העם( א) 
Yehoshua was silent, because as an aide of Moshe, he would not have been  
 

13. Rashi on Numbers 13:30:2 

לשמוע מה שידבר במשה צווח ואמר וכי זו בלבד עשה לנו בן עמרם השומע היה סבור שבא לספר בגנותו שהיה בלבם על משה בשביל 
 (:סוטה שם. במדבר רבה)הלא קרע לנו את הים והוריד לנו את המן והגיז לנו את השליו דברי המרגלים שתקו כולם לשמוע גנותו אמר ו

He silenced them that they should hear what he was going to say about Moses. He cried aloud saying: “Is this the only thing 
the son of Amram has done to us?!" — One who heard him thus speaking believed that he was about to speak to his 
disparagement, and because they had something in their mind against Moses through the spies’ statements, all of them kept 
silent to hear his disparagement. He, however, said: “Did he not divide the Red Sea for us, and bring down the Manna for us, 
and collect the quails for us?!” (Sotah 35a). 
 

14. Numbers 14:4 

ה׃( ד)  יְמ  ה מִצְר ָֽ שֹּ֥וּב  ָ֖אש וְנ  ֹּ֥ה ר  ל־אָחִֹ֑יו נִתְנ  אמְרָ֖וּ אִי֣ש א   וַי 
 (4) And they said to one another, “Let us head back for Egypt.” 
 

15. Rashi on Numbers 14:4:1 

 (:פסיקתא זוטרתא)עבודת אלילים  כתרגומו נמני רישא נשים עלינו מלך ורבותינו פירשו לשון .נתנה ראש ( א) 
 LET US MAKE A CAPTAIN — Understand this as the Targum does: Let us appoint a chief — i.e. let us set a king over us. 
But our Rabbis explain the word ראש to denote idol-worship (i.e. that they intended to turn to idolatry) (cf. Sanhedrin 107a). 
 

16. Akeidat Yitzchak 77 
1) Did the spies despise the land of Israel, or did they merely reject G'ds leadership? ,Bamidbar Rabbah 16, describes the 
sending of the spies by a parable. Rabbi Yoshua ben Levi, compared Israel to a prince whose father had selected a beautiful 
wealthy bride from a first-class family for him to marry. The prince said to the father "let me have a look at her first." This 
placed the father in an embarrassing position. If he refused the request, his son might think that the bride was really ugly, and 
this was why his father did not want him to examine her before the wedding. Therefore, the father reluctantly agreed to the 
son's request, saying "have a look if I really have deceived you." However, because you have displayed a lack of faith in me, I 
swear that you will not lead her under the wedding canopy, but I will give her to your son." So also in the case of the spies. In 
the end, G'd promised eretz yisrael to the next generation. …. When the son insisted on looking over the bride, this was not 
because he did not trust his father who had,after all, always provided for him. It was because he did trust his father and 
because he knew him…  
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