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On Wednesday, December 17, the President and Mrs.
Obama welcomed members of the American Jewish
community to the White House to celebrate Hanukkah. For the second year, they hosted two
receptions in the Grand Foyer of the White House. Guests represented the breadth of the Jewish
community, including leaders from a wide range of local and national Jewish organizations,
religious leaders representing the various Jewish denominations, state and local elected officials,
Administration officials, Members of Congress, academics, musicians, authors, and other members
of the Jewish community.

The receptions featured performances from Jewish college a cappella groups and the U.S. Marine
Band. The food preparation occurred under the strict rabbinical supervision of Rabbi Levi Shemtov,
Lubavitch Center of Washington (Chabad), in cooperation with the Rabbinical Council of Greater

Washington.

Halacha of Lighting in a Shul
1. Shulchan Aruch, OC 671:7
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Origins of the Minhag

2. Sefer Hamanhig, Hilchos Chanukah, page 531 [R. Avraham ben R. Nathan, b. Lunel, Provence, d. Toledo,
Spain. During his wanderings, he noted the differences in custom between various communities, and later composed
Manhig Bnei HaOlam (also known as HaManhig) recording them. His work is based on the writings of the Sages, the
halachic decisions of the Gaonim, and works of Spanish, French, and Provencal scholars. In it, he details various customs
and their sources, and sets down his own halachic decision. The work also contains a number of responsa. HaManhig
serves as a source for many of the halachic decisions of Rabbis who followed him, particularly in the Tur and Beit Yosef.
1155-1215]
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3. Sefer Shibolei Haleket, Inyan Chanukah, Siman 185 [R. Zedakiah b. R. Avraham Ha-Rofe of the Anavim,
Rome. He recorded customs and collected halachic rulings of French and German Torah scholars This work is arranged
topically, and includes halachic decisions, comments on the prayers, and explanations of customs. 1210-1275]

M NNON 2V NNNY 1201 NMNpR 27 D000 MM 021N 12 295 1202 9" nNaTn Sya and
PN 12y T X1 NDIDN N2 P70 1AM 128 DA .1M2T XD TV NDION N' YSNKA NNIX 1'Nny
X NV NYT D1 DY 2D KO NPDTN%N Yana NN 1"M M NX NN MM L.aNm NN 9an

NDION N2 2N NOIX 1N 19' NDIDN N2 P TN 8 NN INMA Y21 TNXKTTNXR DO NN
190 XN PY2TNY MY NN TNTIX D 'K DX ND1N 112 2N MI0OX DMRT TN oMK DN i
TN PR DT N XY

4. Responsa Rivash, Siman 111 [R. Yitzchak b. Sheshet Perfet, b. Barcelona, d. Algiers. Rivash studied under R.
Nissim b. Reuven (Ran) in Barcelona, and later served as the rabbi of important Jewish communities in Spain. In 1391, in
the wake of severe anti-Jewish riots in Spain, Rivash fled to Algiers, where he became chief rabbi and head of the
rabbinic court 1326-1408]
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5. Sefer Kolbo, Siman 44 [R. Aharon ben R. Yaakov ha-Cohen, Narbonne, France, In 1306 he was expelled from
France together with all the Jews there, and he settled on the island of Majorca near Spain, lived 13th-14th century]
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Where Does One Place it?

6. Terumas Hadeshen, Siman 104 [R. Yisrael b. Petachyah Isserlein, b. Regensburg, Germany, d. Vienna-Neustadit.
Served as chief rabbi of Vienna-Neustadt, Austria. 1390-1460]
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7. Biur Hagra, Shulchan Aruch OC 671:7 [R. Eliyahu b. R. Shlomo Zalman of Vilna, the Vilna Gaon, 1720-1797,
considered the greatest Torah scholar of recent generations]
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In Public Places

The Kotel

8. Yalkut Yosef, Kitzur Shulchan Aruch, OC 671:3 [Rabbi Yitzhak Yosef, son of R. Ovadiah Yosef, 1920- 2013]
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9. Responsa Tzitz Eliezer, 15:30 [R. Eliezer Yehuda Waldenberg,
Yerushalayim. His responsa deal with all aspects of Jewish Law, but most
prominent are his responsa dealing with medical problems and new technologies.
He especially dealt with these issues as a result of his becoming the Rabbi of
Sha'arei Zedek Medical Center in Jerusalem. R. Waldenberg was a dayyan and
head the of a Rabbinical Court in Jerusalem, eventually becoming a judge on the
Supreme Rabbincal Court in Jerusalem was considered an expert in the laws of
divorce. 1916-2006]
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10. Teshuvos Vehanhagos 1:398 [R. Moshe Sternbach, UK, South Africa, Yerushalayim]
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11. Harerei Kedem, [R. Yosef Dov (Yoshe Ber) Soloveitchik, Rosh Yeshiva at YU, Pruzhany, Grodno — New York
USA 1903-1993]
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12. Az Nidberu V:37 [R. Binyamin Zilber, b. Poland, d. Betar Illit. 1906-2008]
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13. Yalkut Yosef, Kitzur Shulchan Aruch, OC 671:9
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14. Mishnas Yaakov, Rambam 3:4
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15. Chabad.org

In times past, the synagogue was the most public Jewish venue. Today, however, the reality is such
that many Jews do not visit the synagogue on a daily basis. The Rebbe, Rabbi Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, of righteous memory, .

therefore encouraged the erection of
menorahs in public areas to maximize
the reach of the radiance of the
Chanukah lights and to publicly
proclaim the timeless message of the
Chanukah victory of light over
darkness.

If you are considering constructing a
large outdoor menorah yourself, the
maximum height of a kosher menorah
is around 31 feet. People don't
normally look up higher than that, and
a taller menorah wouldn't serve the
intended purpose.
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