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Rashi’s View of Bilaam

3



Blind Prophets and Talking Donkeys
Finding the Hidden Messages in the Super-Natural Story of Bilaam

Nechama Price

4



Blind Prophets and Talking Donkeys
Finding the Hidden Messages in the Super-Natural Story of Bilaam

Nechama Price

5



Blind Prophets and Talking Donkeys
Finding the Hidden Messages in the Super-Natural Story of Bilaam

Nechama Price

37) The Snake- The Donkey- 

Animal can speak

Human disobeys G-d’s
command

Not to eat from Not to go curse the Jewish
people.

Eyes of Human is openned to
see something they couldn’t
see before

G-d asks obvious questions

38) R. Hirsch Gen. 3:1 The contrast to animals is the touchstone and the rock, by which, and on
which, the morality of men proves itself or splits asunder. It was animal wisdom which lured
the first human beings from their duty... The history of the first lapse is the history of all
straying from the right path. Animals are really . They have innate instinct,
and this instinct is the Voice of God, the Will of God for them. Animals do no wrong, they have
only their one nature that they are to follow. Not so Man. He is to decide for the good and
eschew evil from his own free choice, and from the consciousness of his duty... 
Then the wisdom of the animal world approached him in its cleverest representative, the serpent.
To an animal, even to the wisest, it is incomprehensible how anybody could pass over the most
beautiful, most alluring, the best and most enjoyable food and remain indifferent to it. The
human being had already presented G-d’s prohibition as the reason for not eating. “Well, and
even if G-d has said so?!” Is that a reason for your having to obey? Is not the urge within you the
Voice of God? If eating it is bad for you, why did He give the food the appeal to you, and you
the urge to eat it, did He not tell you thereby quite clearly that this food and you are there for
each other? Is not this Voice His earlier clearer Voice? Would G-d first create the food and give
you the longing for it, and then - would He forbid you everything? 
Thus spoke the serpent, that thus speaks animal wisdom to us still today, either straight out
or cloaked in philosophical covering, when a direct prohibition of G-d holds us at a
distance from alluring enjoyement of our senses, and it exaggerates to-day as it did then, in
the little that is prohibited, it overlooks all that is morally permitted, and presents God’s
Law of morality as the enemy of all sensual enjoyement.  
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