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Parshat Behaalotcha: Lighting the Light of Torah

1. Tzav V’ziruz, Rabbi Kalonymus Kalman Shapira HY”D

My heart pounds from my mmpending fortieth birthday, my entire body shakes from my
oncoming declining years. Still, I will try to muster all my strength to commit myself and my life
to G-d. Perhaps, perhaps, something will remain. But to what shall I commit myself? To learn
more? I think that as far as possible, I don’t waste any time. T'o abstain from physical pleasures?
If my own desires are not fooling me, thank G-d, I am not so attached to them. So what am 1
missing? Simply to be a Jew. I see myself as a self-portrait that shows all colors and features real
to life. Just one thing 1s missing: the soul.

301°9wn .2
.70 NIN2IR 070 77T IR AN R0 9173
2. Mishlei 6:23
A Mitzvah 1s a candle and Torah 1s Light, and the way of life 1s guiding rebuke.

3. Just One Thing is Missing: The Soul, Rav Moshe Weinberger

In the seforim hakedoshim (holy books), this intangible ingredient, this soul, 1s often referred to
as “ohr,” hight. A couple might enjoy the security that comes with a marriage in which mutual
responsibilities are taken seriously. But if that 1s all the marriage consists of, 1t 1s a dark and dismal
home they share. When a relationship 1s “lichtig” (“lit up”), when 1t has a neshama, even the “C
minor” of everyday life 1s illuminated by the light that binds them together.




The Light of the Menorah
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4. Bamidbar 8:2

Speak to Aharon and say to him: "When you light the lamps, the seven lamps shall cast their light toward
the face of the menorah."
Spreading the Light
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5. Menachot 86b
“And he made for the House, windows narrow and broad” (Melachim A 6:4). The Sages taught that,

typically, windows are constructed to widen toward the inside (in order that the light from the outside
would be dispersed throughout the room.) Hashem Says, T do not require its illumination.” The light of
the Temple is to be radiated outward. God instructed Aaron to kindle the Menorah: “Outside the Curtain
of the testimony in the Tent of Meeting.” The illumination is testimony to all of humanity that the

Shechina, the Divine Presence, Dwells amongst the Jewish people.
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Rashi

Narrow, that the windows became narrower toward the insider and wider

toward the outside in order to send the light out to the world.

Hashem’s Candle
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6. Zecharia 4:2

[The angel] said to me, "What do you see?" I said, "I saw, there was a Menorah of gold, its bowl of oil

on top, and its seven lamps thereon; seven tubes each to the lamps that were on it.
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7. Mishlei 20:27
The candle of Hashem is the Neshama, the

soul, of mankind; He Searches their

internal chambers.



Whose job is it?
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8. Avot 1:14

[Hillel] would say, ‘If I am not responsible for myself, who will be for my sake? Yet, when I am for myself,

what am I? And if not now, when?
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9. Rashi Bamidbar 8:2

< m When you light the lamps, lit. When you cause to ascend: Since the flame
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rises, Scripture describes lighting as ascending. He is required to kindle the

lamp until the flame rises by itself.

You are your teacher
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10. Introduction to Chovot haTalmidim, Rabbi Kalonymus Kalman Shapira HY”D

It 1s not enough to merely teach the youth that they are duty-bound to listen to their teachers . . .
the most important thing is to teach them that they themselves are their own educators. They are
seedlings that Hashem has planted m the vineyard of Klal Yisrael, and they alone bear the
responsibility for their development into towering atzei chayim, trees of ife—righteous and deeply
learned servants of Hashem... To the degree possible, parents and teachers must teach the child
this concept, that their obligation 1s to carry themselves, to grow and prepare Jewish people, trees
in the garden of Hashem in Eden.

Not just you
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11. Avot 1:12
Hillel would say, be students of Aharon: love Shalom and seek Shalom, love the creations and bring them

close to the Torah.



You can be a Kohen
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12. Rambam Laws of Entering the Temple

Lighting the Menorah is Kosher with a non Kohen. Therefore, if a Kohen prepares the candles and brings
them outside, a non Kohen may light them.

13. Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson Z”L, the Lubavitcher Rebbe
If you only know aleph, teach aleph!




