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And God created man in His image; in the image of God He created him; male and female He
created them.
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And the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon man, and he slept, and He took one of his
sides, and He closed the flesh in its place.
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Yet further (2:21) Scripture states: “And He took one of his ribs, etc.” The Midrash Aggadah
explains that He originally created him with two faces, and afterwards, He divided him.

4 Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch — The Hirsch Chumash (1:27)

QNIX X92 13pa 9% Although all living creatures were created male
and female, Scripture mentions this only at the creation of man. The
Torah thus teaches us that both sexes were created directly by God, and
equally in His image. This is specially emphasized in our verse by the
transition from the singular (”1Mx) to the plural (omy). o8, created in
the image of God, is one, and was created male and female. Only both
sexes, tc:ge.ther,ﬂembctdy the concept of 07X in its entirety. |

5 Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik — Family Redeemed (pgs. 67-68)

Man. and woma}n I'EI.:]I'BSE‘I'.lt not only two sexes with natural
anatomic and physiological differences but two ideas of person-
ality. As biologically distinct beings, they are called male and
female, but they are not typical of the human race alone, In the
animal kingdom and also in the world of plants sex differentia-
tion is the basic trait of their structure and morphology. What is
characteristic of the world of man is that sex-physiology is
transformed into sex-personality. There is a man-personality
and a woman-personality. They are two individualities with
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unique existential experiences. The I-awareness containg g
moment of sex-personality. The male knows that he exigq " :
man, the female — as a woman. They experience themselves iz
different dimensions. The tremor of being manifests itself dif
ferently in man and woman.
In Judaism (if it is not distorted by narrow-mindedness and
fanaticism) the doctrine of the sex-personality has come tq
expression at many levels: at the level of creation; at that of the

- : .
ysﬁ lffl, God exper;ence, and at the halakhic.
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And the Lord God said, "It is not good that man is alone; | shall make him a helpmate opposite
him."

7 Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch — The Hirsch Chumash (2:18)

1y The roots related to ¥ all denote the concept of limitation: T,
~ox, 72X, 73y, The meaning of T, then, is as follows: An MY relieves
his friend of part of his obligations, enabling him to concentrate ‘his.
energies in a more limited sphere, so that he can fulfill the remaining
obligations more effectively. Ty is help by way of concentration. Whereas
2y denotes limitation by force (the letter ¥), m¥ denotes limitation that
is welcomed; one who receives T can exercise greater power in the
restricted sphere remaining to him. This is also the meaning of the 7y
of the Sanctuary: an auxiliary area. Were it not for the nmy, the mizp
would have to be offered in the Y>n. With the addition of the a,
however, the ¥u1 is reserved for the highest nmm3, whereas all the paths
that lead to 2 are served by the nmy.

Similarly, in the case of man and woman, the woman assumes part
of the obligations that comprise the prodigious task of mankind, ena-
bling the man to fulfill the remaining obligations more completely. But
this is possible only if the 21y is 11219 — not wy: the =¥ should not
work with him in one place, but should work opposite him in a different
place, in the same line. Had the =¥ been formed in the image of an
wx, all the obligations of an & would have devolved upon him, and
he, too, would have needed an =1y. Hence the 71v was formed as an
nwx, who stands E:re_sr.'del man, not with him or below him; she works
';r:l.::., at anﬂfﬁfr point in the same line. Each one is to work in bis o

er own special sphere, and thus they will complement each other.
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R. Hamnuna said: How many most important laws can be learnt from these verses relating to
Hannah! Now Hannah, she spoke in her heart: from this we learn that one who prays must
direct his heart.
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To what do the nine said on New Year [Musaf Tefillah] correspond? Rabbi Isaac from Kartignin
said: To the nine times that Hannah mentioned the Divine Name in her prayer

10 Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik "A Tribute to the Rebbetzin of Talne," Tradition 1978 (pg. 77)

What is torat imekha? What kind of a Torah does the mother

pass on? I admit that T am not able to define precisely the mas-
soretic role of the Jewish mother. Only by circumscription I hope
to be able to explain it. Permit me to draw upon my own ex-
periences. I used to have long conversations with my mother.
In fact, it was a monologue rather than a dialogue. She talked
and I “happened” to overhear. What did she talk about? I must
use an halakhic term in order to answer this question: she talked
me-inyana de-yoma. 1 used to watch her arranging the house
in honor of a holiday. I used to see her recite prayers; I used
to watch her recite the sidra every Friday night and I still
remember the nostalgic tune. I learned from her very much.

Most of all I learned that Judaism expresses itself not only
in formal compliance with the law but also in a living experience.
She taught me that there is a flavor, a scent and warmth to
mitzvot. 1 learned from her the most important thing in life —
to feel the presence of the Almighty and the gentle pressure of
His hand resting upon my frail shoulders. Without her teachings,
which quite often were transmitted to me in silence, I would have
grown up a soulless being, dry and insensitive.

The laws of Shabbat, for instance, were passed on to me by
my father; they are a part of mussar avikha. The Shabbat as a
living entity, as a queen, was revealed to me by my mother; it is
a part of torat imekha. The fathers knew much about the Shab-
bat; the mothers lived the Shabbat, experienced her presence, and
perceived her beauty and splendor.

The fathers taught generations how to observe the Shabbat;
mothers taught generations how to greet the Shabbat and how
to enjoy her twenty-four hour presence.
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It is written in Scripture, And the Lord God built the rib which teaches that the Holy One,
blessed be He, endowed the woman with more understanding
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R. Jose met Elijah and asked him: It is written, | will make him a help; how does a woman help a

man? The other replied: If a man brings wheat, does he chew the wheat? If flax, does he put on
the flax? Does she not, then, bring light to his eyes and put him on his feet!

13. Rabbi Norman Lamm — Drasha 1967 (Derashot Ledorot pg. 145)

“One wonders — for such an interpretation of the function of a wife we need the prophet
Eliyah? But if we look deeper, we find that we have here indeed an insight of rare wisdom. For,
in order to truly be one who enlightens the eyes and places a man on his feet in stability, a wife
must take not only the raw material that her husband givers her, but the raw material that her
husband is, and transform every great potential within him, every advantageous possibility that
he possesses into a creative reality. That is why the wife is called AIXW/. For just as nutritionally
she converts the wheat into bread, just as her fingers weave the flax into clothing, so
psychologically she must draw out all hidden talents from her husband, she must bring out the
best in him. When she has done that, in this larger sense, then indeed she is one who “brings
light to his eyes and puts him on his feet”.




