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“Court Rulings: Ruth and Esther in Linguistic Dialogue”

1. "The Art of Biblical Narrative", Robert Alter, 1981 - "The type-scene is not merely a way of formally
recognizing a particular kind of narrative moment; it is also a means of attaching that moment to a larger
pattern of historical and theological meaning. If Isaac and Rebekah, as the first man and wife born into the
covenant God has made with Abraham and his seed, provide certain paradigmatic traits for the future
historical destiny of Israel, any association of later figures with the crucial junctures of that first story — the
betrothal, the life-threatening trial in the wilderness, the enunciation of the blessing- will imply some
connection of meaning, some further working-out of the original covenant."
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8. “As You Like It”, William Shakespeare, Act Il:

Scenel Even till | shrink with cold, | smile and say,

DUKE SENIOR: “This is no flattery. These are counselors

Now, my co-mates and brothers in exile, That feelingly persuade me what | am.”

Hath not old custom made this life more sweet Sweet are the uses of adversity,

Than that of painted pomp? Are not these woods Which, like the toad, ugly and venomous,

More free from peril than the envious court? Wears yet a precious jewel in his head.

Here feel we not the penalty of Adam, And this our life, exempt from public haunt,

The seasons' difference, as the icy fang Finds tongues in trees, books in the running brooks,
And churlish chiding of the winter’s wind, Sermons in stones, and good in everything.

Which, when it bites and blows upon my body,
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12. “The Dawn”, Yoram Hazony, Genesis Jerusalem Press, 1995 - p11-15 — “Ahashverosh is the archetype of
the political ruler: All spirit, he will do anything to feel that he has control over others. But having no reason of
his own to speak of, he has no idea what to do with this rule. Indeed, Ahashverosh never makes a decision of
substance on his own in the entire book of Esther...He know that he may demonstrate his power by issuing
commands and having them obeyed... and wants to fear that his subjects fear him and will do his
bidding...Ahashverosh is the ruler of most of civilization, from Ethiopia to India, and one might think that his
time would be taken up with the responsibilities of governing more than a hundred provinces, or of securing
them against external threats. Nevertheless, Esther begins by informing us that by the third year of his reign,
the principal concern to which he dedicates himself is an ongoing carnival of drinking, which occupies the
attention of the political, military and administrative elite of the empire for no less than six months...”

13. “Created Equal: How the Bible Broke with Ancient Political Thought”, Joshua Berman, Oxford Univ Press,
2008 - p49 — “If much of biblical writing reveals an ambivalent attitude toward the notion of monarchy, |
would suggest it is not because of a fear of the Almighty being marginalized. Rather, these texts reflect a fear
that a strong monarchy would result in the marginalizing of the common man. By articulating the metaphysical
paradigms of our God-human encounter in terms of a suzerainty treaty or marriage, the biblical texts portray a




relationship in which honor can be reciprocally bestowed between God and Israel; indeed, between God and

|lI

the common man of Israel.
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16. "The Beginning of Wisdom", Leon Kass - "Hospitality toward strangers recognizes the importance of
moderating, even while preserving, the distinction between the same and the other, between one's own and
the alien. It may seem strange to suggest that exclusive and sectarian communities, if they are to be decent
and just, depend radically on acknowledging the existence and dignity of the broader human community, most
of which they exclude. Yet if a community is to carry God's new way (and especially as a light to the nations),
the otherwise arbitrary and largely conventional division of mankind into heterogeneous sects or associations
must pay homage to the non-arbitrary and natural sameness of the human species and its dignified place in
the created order." (p318)




