Megillat Esther: What They Didn’t Teach Us in Day School
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Esther Rabbah 7:12

For every charge which Haman brought against them below, Michael pleaded a
defense for them above. He said: ‘Sovereign of the Universe, Your sons are being
accused not because they have worshipped idols nor because they have shed blood, but
solely because they have kept Your laws.’
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Meqillah 12a
R. Simon b. Yohai was asked by his disciples, Why were the enemies of Israel in that

generation deserving of extermination? He said to them: Do you answer. They said:
Because they partook of the feast of that wicked one. [He said to them]: If so, those in
Susa should have been killed, not those in other parts? They then said, Give your
answer. He said to them: It was because they bowed down to the image. They said to
him, Did God then show them favoritism? He replied: They only pretended to worship,
and He also only pretended to exterminate them.
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Esther 3:2-4
2All the king’s courtiers in the palace gate knelt and bowed low to Haman, for such
was the king’s order concerning him; but Mordecai would not kneel or bow low. 3Then
the king’s courtiers who were in the palace gate said to Mordecai, “Why do you
disobey the king’s order?” *When they spoke to him day after day and he would not
listen to them, they told Haman, in order to see whether Mordecai’s resolve would
prevail; for he had explained to them that he was a Jew.
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Esther Rabbah 6:2

Was Mordecai then looking for quarrels or disobedient to the king's command? The
fact is that when Ahasuerus ordered that all should bow down to Haman, the latter
fixed an idolatrous image on his breast for the purpose of making all bow down to an
idol.
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Megillah 10b
The wicked Haman who put himself up as an object of worship...
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Megillah 19a

Mishnah: From where must one read the Megillah so as to fulfill his obligation? R. Meir
says, [he must read] the whole of it; Rabbi Judah says, [he must read] from “there was a
Jew” (2:5); R. Jose says, from “after these things™ (3:1).

Gemara: It has been taught: R. Simeon b. Yohai says, from “on that night” (6:1). R.
Johanan said: All these authorities derived their lesson from the same verse: “Then Esther
the queen and Mordecai the Jew wrote all the acts of power” (9:29). He who says that the
whole Megillah must be read refers this to the power of Ahasuerus; he who says it must
be read from there was a Jew, to the power of Mordecai; he who says from after these
things, to the power of Haman; and he who says, from on that night, to the power of the
miracle.
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Esther 7:10
So they impaled Haman on the stake which he had put up for Mordecai, and the king’s
fury abated.
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Esther Rabbah 3:10

R. Judan and R. Levi in the name of R. Johanan said: Wherever in this book we find
the expression “to the king Ahasuerus,” the text speaks of the actual king Ahasuerus;
wherever we find just “to the king,” it may be either sacred or profane.
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Megillah 16a
And Esther said, The adversary and enemy, is this evil Haman (Esther 7:6). R. Eleazar
said: This informs us that she was pointing to Ahashverosh and an angel came and
pushed her hand so as to point to Haman.
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Meqgillah 11a
That [hu] is Ahasuerus. [This means that] he persisted in his wickedness from
beginning to end.
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Megillah 15a
Now when Mordekhai knew all that was done (Esther 4:1). What [was his cry]? Rab
said: He said, ‘Haman has raised himself above Ahashverosh’; Shemuel said, ‘The
upper king has prevailed over the lower king’ (euphemistically, meaning the opposite).

D:) INON .12
NNV OPNTY TNIDZN NIPTH 552 D’mﬁ 12 77993 7190 TNN OY 1Y YINVNN 72102 197 TN
nmb v PN ‘[bmw DOYUY DPN 79970 >NT NX) BY Yan

Esther 3:8

Haman then said to King Ahasuerus, “There is a certain people, scattered and
dispersed among the other peoples in all the provinces of your realm, whose laws are
different from those of any other people and who do not obey the king’s laws; and it is
not in Your Majesty’s interest to tolerate them.
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Esther 1:19

If it please Your Majesty, let a royal edict be issued by you, and let it be written into
the laws of Persia and Media, so that it cannot be abrogated, that VVashti shall never
enter the presence of King Ahasuerus. And let Your Majesty bestow her royal state
upon another who is more worthy than she.
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Esther 9:28
Consequently, these days are recalled and observed in every generation: by every
family, every province, and every city. And these days of Purim shall never cease
among the Jews, and the memory of them shall never perish among their descendants.

ST 9N .15
NDY ' YTAY 105N RON NON NYID YTy NIV /N TV OON (YR DDNN) ONN NNOWA 1IN NI
PR YINVNR YTAY YNON VINYNNR ITaY

Megillah 14a

Raba said: There is a good reason in that case [of the Exodus from Egypt] because it says
[in the Hallel], Praise O servants of the Lord (Ps. 113:1), who are no longer servants of
Pharaoh; But can we say in this case, Praise, servants of the Lord and not servants of
Ahashverosh? We are still servants of Ahashverosh!
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