The Abraham Arbesfeld
Kollel Yom Rishon

Sunday Morning Learning Program for Men

W WwW W.KOLLELYOMRISHON.ORG

Like a Candle in the
Wind.:
Historical, Halachic
& Mystical Aspects
of Shokeling

Rabbi Mordechai Becher
February 9, 2014* 37ywn 'z 9% "0

7777




X 290 *Swn 990 (1
TR NIIA WHRIRY IR 10N 12 YW N

2.1 93 0°10D (2

PPRAAR 12 199K L7097 2377 7°0p 1777712 KR LXNAW 2HYn2 PITRY XN PRIR MR XPT M0 w3 213
9077 212 YW (X? YPWn) IR ,00Y 0°N1AR 1927 933 :33Y MR 7.7 IWDR XY JIR 372 IWDNR
.JPR NI won PR A

R.I0 77 210D (3

172 M7 XK ONAOWI PNYRW 7 71597 772 9K 2300 NAW 299H PI0 X227 RYI AW 227 112 1INR
12730 * 273 IMODW > ,1IMRI 12NN~ 720 INODW 1 ,INM? 17 O°R?21 °12 7 17 0°R221 PR OR PRWD
JPRPVARY YN 25K 21221p1H T3 19K, I3 AWYN AR 1P P

¥° P95 NIAW D0 BN MR (4
31DNI AWITPR DIV 3 1P DTPW 71 DY POV N0 NP W -- 70onviR Yon a0 0% oy
TR ROAW 7N POY MYEMPRI NPT ORIV NIWEARI NPT 11a0A? 0 MIXOXM PRI L,07a
"2 17 QNP TIMIR RITI,APIA0 XIPY AV 03 AWITRT YXI¥I ONIXY 07w DIpH3A PRINYI NARWI
,ATINM NIRRT ,OW IRIDI TWR 2RV PO ,A910 NN 1R 0 0D ,07IDKRYM X772 WITD ,anMm
LPIRT 93 9% 95 1I9IRT 02731 TWYN 0271277 0°AYD 13193 13ANSW 1931 (: IDR 271 M) 97T 0INRNI
IR AL L0 NN YIIRA DRI NPD QYL A LPIRD 233 nAmon 7910 1% wow 17 IR
192 XPX ,091¥2 17D X923 7277 DA 229190 1R PRIW Sw a1y 1Rt MM ,anThaR XOWw 191207
XUMT MIYEPRIY 0w QIpn 231 NMWITRR NIPRa 95 0°axIwy 02w 233 0°5%m 1 anIn oIy

:RIT7 207 2% APWw NI XY aMID W

? 19°0 25 P Yown WAL (5

JNIR WD PR TRIAR IWYW 3712 °RMAY° 12 1I¥DW I 90X PRIAR WY WX 091y 9123 20N OX [13]
71 °10 DR QW InY WK QIpnT PR Ip32 DAIAR 0OWUY 2°N5T ,NPINWE NYEN pRW O772aR 1180
75 NPWRI2 QW) 29V NIDY FTWA MWD PR XYY AMRIW ,AMINT NYEN (PN pRX (1D U NPWRI)
MR XOW ,(XY 11D NPWRI2 QW) Wnwi X2 °0 Qw '{'7’1 QPna ¥aD™ 'RV N2V noon 1PD 2Py .(30
,072% 0% TNIAR WY XD 309 7 0K ,PNIAR WY 72 ,TNIAR WY IWR IARIW ,NINR 720 IR AR
17177 999 Y ROX

R.71 N1392 73w (6

IR .OAY N°am K2 VI I (2 DY) MRIW .OW3A 1920 2P DR DRI DIR RIPW IPPRT....
%3 172N DR (33 5Wn) IMIRT DM 123 THY P (1 2°VDIW) IMIRT L 3727 17 1INR .0ONY » 0MXIPY
2% DIWYY DY JNIIN 19D7 IMIX NI °27.JN7IN 1957 2 NIWY? Y (0P 2227N) IMIRY LJAR TIpT

ow Wl (7
....... 077 WYY DRI 7n NIWwYS TR °127 %9270 TN - TAR 7327 °2 1120 DX IR

1IR3 X979 1 h7w (8
nansw anY -(77%p 1°0 270 Yawn N7 ,XIN2 P17 NIPnDn 17ana ,77° 072 0927 AN 37IN)
93 271 ,RI7 79 ORTIL,RORIAW 75 Y0IN 2°2Y2Y 1IN 022337 DPVD27 19 ANPIY DIMIPNA AN WO

WWW.KOLLELYOMRISHON.ORG
A project of Yeshiva University Center for the Jewish Future — Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Theological Seminary




1923 WK Y7 9123 30N KL :2ONOT 2R RN AN 121 (PIAKT LATIHT NUY °nY3Y DI
0190 .wn X271 0O3TINS WY 5757 L7271 N0 72173 73PN 12 WO 9273 1w 937,170 WK
(777,07 0°727)

9) Philo, The Special Laws, 1V:149-150

XVIII. (149) There is also this commandment ordained which is of great common utility, that,
"Thou shalt not move thy neighbours' landmarks which the former men have set
Up."{35}{Deuteronomy 19:14.} And this injunction is given, as it seems, not only with respect
to inheritances, and to the boundaries of the land, in order to prohibit covetousness respecting
them, but also as a guard to ancient customs; for customs are unwritten laws, being the doctrines
of men of old, not engraved on pillars or written on paper which may be eaten by moths, but
impressed in the souls of those living under the same constitution. (150) For the children ought
to inherit from the father of their being the national customs in which they have been brought up,
and in which they have lived from their cradle, and not to despise them merely because they are
handed down without being written. For the man who obeys the written laws is not justly entitled
to any praise, inasmuch as he is influenced by compulsion and the fear of punishment. But he
who abides by the unwritten laws is worthy of praise, as exhibiting a spontaneous and
unconstrained Virtue. {36}

10) Ignaz Goldziher, “Arab remarks about customs of the Jews during prayer and study.”
Journal of History and Jewish Studies, 20 No. 4 (1871): 181. (Translation from the
German)

As brought down to us by tradition, Muhammed, already, made his faithful followers aware, in a
most likely authentic remark, of this habit of the Jews. He says, ‘Don’t be like the Jews, who X%
[XTTX3 IXIINDR RIMWA RIR TI7°2% 2nm xon] when reciting the Torah in public, sway back and forth.”
The Turkish Kamus of the Nihajet quotes the same tradition, with yet an accompanying
comment. Namely, upon having explained the form and meaning of the word tanawwud and the
expression nawadan as having been customarily used for the body movement of the Jews, the
commentator expounds: ‘The author points herewith to the following tradition; They say in the
Nihajet etc. (follows the above-mentioned dictum by Muhammed), that is, they (the Jews) moved
their heads and shoulders when reciting the Torah in public; however, when reading the
sacrosanct Koran, it is necessary to restrain oneself from the schoolchild-like movement of
limbs, and one ought to conduct oneself quietly and motionless.” It would be interesting to learn
if the Arabic original in the referred place of the Kuzari utilizes the word nawadan.

11) Histories of Peter Comestor. Glosses of Abbot Johannes de Brach (Smalley, The Study
of the Bible in the Middle Ages. 340-341.)

“And the whole mount quaked terribly,”

“Thence it is that the Jews still quake at their prayer, representing the quaking of the mount.”

12) Raymond P. Scheindlin, The Song of the Distant Dove, Judah Halevi’s Pilgrimage.
(Oxford: Oxford University Press. 2008) 125

“reddish grain stands tall as if in colorful dresses, rippled by a western breeze; it makes you think
of people bowing, giving thanks to G-d.”
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13) Diwan of Shmuel Hanagid, (Jerusalem: Dov Yarden Edition, 1965), Siman 83, 229
“Behold the Rabbis and students, moving their heads, like junipers in the prairie...”

14) Haim Beinart, Conversos on Trial by the Inquisition. (Tel Aviv: Am Oved. 1965), 203,
204, 301

In an Inquisition trial (1470) witnesses testified that they saw people praying “with movements
of the head and body in the manner of the Jews.”
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21) Rabbi Yehudah Halevi, Kuzari, 2:80

79. Al-Khazari: | should like to ask whether thou knowest the reason why Jews move to and fro
when reading the Bible?

80. The Rabbi: It is said that it is done in order to arouse natural heat. My personal belief is that
it stands in connexion with the subject under discussion. As it often happened that many persons
read at the same time, it was possible that ten or more read from one volume. This is the reason
why our books are so large. Each of them was obliged to bend down in his turn in order to read a
passage, and to turn back again. This resulted in a continual bending and sitting up, the book
lying on the ground. This was one reason. Then it became a habit through constant seeing,
observing and imitating, which is in man's nature.
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We arose and went on our way, the sun becoming stronger and more oppressive. We saw some
trees in the wilderness with water underneath, and we sat down in the shade of one of them. |
asked him: How is it that of all peoples of the world, only the Jews sway to and fro when they
study the Torah, a habit which seems to come natural to them, and they are unable to keep still?
He replied: You have reminded me of a very deep idea which very few people know. He
pondered for a moment and wept. Then he continued: Alas for mankind who go about like cattle
without understanding. This thing alone is sufficient to distinguish the holy souls of Israel from
the souls of heathen peoples. The souls of Israel have been hewn from the Holy Lamp, as is
written, “The spirit of man is the lamp of the Lord” (Prov. Xx, 27). Now once this lamp has been
kindled from the supernal Torah, the light upon it never ceases for an instant, like the flame of a
wick which is never still for an instant. So when an Israelite has said one word of the Torah, a
light is kindled and he cannot keep still but sways to and fro like the flame of a wick. But the
souls of heathens are like the burning of stubble, which gives no flame, and therefore they keep
still like wood burning without a flame.” Said R. Jose: ‘That is a good explanation; happy am | to
have heard this.’
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25) Manasse ben Israel, Nishmat Haim (Jerusalem: Yerid Hasefarim, 1995) 184-185

We are also taught that man is likened to a tree, as it is written, “Man is a tree of the field.” Our
Sages explained in the first chapter of Taanit and Rabbi Shimon bar Yohai in the Zohar that the
verse is understood as a statement (as opposed to Rashi who explains the sentence as a
question)..... The root is the first part of the tree, and similarly, the head, which is the abode of
the soul, is the root of man. Just like the earth strongly grasps a tree’s roots, S0 the heavens
strongly attract a man’s head. It is for this reason that man stands upright. When a person studies
Torah and prays, he is bound to this spiritual influence, and his body shakes. When rain falls and
waters the earth, a tree’s branches move to grasp the earth, which is their element. Similarly,
when God’s holy spirit is revealed in man’s intellect, his entire body receives lifeforce, and he
shakes so as to receive this influence.
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